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PREFACE. 



The following Lectures were delivered in London 
three years ago. My leading object in their com- 
position was to make intelligible to large mixed con- 
gregations, a subject which I considered of great 
importance, and which I believed to be very rarely 
made the theme of popular discourse from the 
pulpit. 

That subject is the purpose of God concerning the 
Jewish nation, as it is revealed in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. In examining this, my chief auxiliwy has been 
the decision which history has already pronounced 
upon the right interpretation of prophetic laa- 



guage ; and in my anticipations of the future, all I 
assume is, that the species of interpretation which 
events have rendered imperative, as it respects 
fulfilled prophecies, ought to be adhered to with 
consistency and candour in the examination of those 
prophecies which are as yet unfulfilled. 

The language of the prophets is often, almost 
always, figurative in some degree : but the events 
predicted are not the less on that account literal 
events. When the Holy Ghost spake by the 
mouth of Zechariah, saying, Smite the shepherd, 
and the s/ieep shall be scattered, the language was 
figurative, our Lord not being literally a shepherd, 
neither his disciples sheep. But the event pre- 
dicted in that figurative language, was a literal 
event 5 and to the matter of fact, as it occurred in 
Gethsemane, the prophecy is applied by St. Matthew 
xxvi. 31. It is, therefore, no objection to the 
literal interpretation wliich I advocate, to say that 
the prophetic language is figurative. I admit that 
it is so — sometimes highly so. The question is, 
what do the figures mean ? Do they mean other 
figures, or do they mean facts ? My opinion is, 
that facts arc the legitimate themes of prophecy. 
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I appeal to history, cottiparii^ it with the pro- 
phetic volume, for the establishment of a principle 
by precedents ; and I endeavour to convince by 
candid ai^^umentation. I dogmatize not at all. 
I am open to conviction when a more excellent 
way of interpreting the language of the prophets 
shall be pointed out. But I must be permitted to 
say to some of my esteemed brethren, who have 
opposed the interpretation here offered, without 
themselves offering any other ; that a simple denial 
without reasons assigned, or the true interpretation 
given to supersede the false, cannot in fairness be 
expected to have any weight of conviction. I 
have heard such denials frequently, but in vain. 
I have heard them accompanied with much per- 
suasive eloquence, with many tender and affec- 
tionate appeals, sometimes with ill-dissembled per- 
sonal mortification, but all in vain. I do not mean 
to imply that the system of interpretation which I 
advocate, is divested of all difficulty. Far other- 
wise: but I protest against such a criterion of 
truth being set up. Nothing that deserves the 
name of interpretation is, or can be, free from diffi- 
culty. Our decision must be made between mea- 
sures and degrees of embarrassment. It is compa- 
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ratively easy to urge objections against any system, 
when it is tangibly propounded. 

The nature of the difficulties incurred, ought, 
however, in sound reason, to be taken into chief 
consideration. Now, it appears to me, that our 
chief embarrassments arise, not from finding any 
passages of Holy Scripture, in the obvious meaning 
of the language, contradicted by our scheme ; but 
from a lack of more revelation, to explain to us 
how these things can be, and thereby to supply us 
with answers to curious, (sometimes captious,) 
questions : whereas, the spiritualising scheme has 
to encounter the direct grammatical contradiction 
of revelation given. 

It is one thing to anticipate the facts predicted, 
according to the literal meaning of the same words, 
when used in other books, or in other places of the 
same books, acknowledging our ignorance as to 
the mode of accomplishment, because that mode 
is not revealed : and it is quite another thing, to 
put a different meaning on the same words, in dif- 
ferent places of the same sentence, in order that 
the mode of accomplishment may be thereby ren- 
dered reasonable. 

I had rather avow my inability to answer the 
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question ** Haw can that be ?** — ^in a thousand in- 
stances, than put an evasive interpretation upon a 
idngle verse of the word of God. 

When our brethren shall cease to beat the air in 
refutation of what we never advanced ; when they 
shall see the absurdity of prejudging the question, 
by good-natured lamentations over our sad, sad de- 
lusion ; and when they shall gird up their loins to 
the work in good earnest, betake themselves to 
study the subject patiently in detail, and produce 
grave and solid arguments, not negatively alone, 
in opposition to an erroneous system of interpreta- 
tion, but positively also, in support and confirma- 
tion of a genuine system ; I repeat, I am open to 
conviction, and shall, in all sincerity, rejoice to be 
instructed. I protest, with all my soul, against the 
idea of any man supposing that he knows enough, 
and thereupon revising to inquire into the depths 
of revested truth, on the plea of dangerous novelty, 
or non-essential speculation. Additional instruc- 
tion in the meaning of the Scriptures, is growth in 
the knowledge of God ; and in that knowledge, it 
is my desire and hope, that I shall increase, not 
only during this life present, but throughout eter- 
nity. 



Since these Lectures were delivered, many ex- 
tremely interesting points of doctrine have engaged 
the attention of the churches in this kingdom ; and 
an attempt has been made to identify with prophetic 
investigation, those opinions which are considered 
heterodox in themselves, and dangerous in their ten- 
dencies. The unfairness of such an attempt will 
be manifest to every man who is acquainted with 
the subject, and who possesses sufficient candour 
for the exercise of discrimination. Yet, notwith- 
standing its unfairness, it has succeeded in strength- 
ening existing prejudices, and exciting conscien- 
tious alarms. Discrimination is indispensable to 
the acquirement of true wisdom. It is foreign to 
my present purpose to examine in detail the doc- 
trines referred to. But the manner in which the 
present revived discussion of those doctrines stands 
connected with the study of prophecy is sufficiently 
remarkable ; and exhibits, in its true light, one of 
the many recommendations of that study. 

All truth is linked together in one harmonious 
chain: an accurate investigation, therefore, of any 
one point, in all its bearings, is invariably connected 
with such a clearing up of collateral points, that 
existing error is detected, and unlooked-for contro- 



PREFACE. XI 

rersy thereby elicited. To the study of prophecy, 
vre are thus indirectly indebted for the re-examini^ 
tion of many important doctrines, which had been 
allowed to fall into comparative neglect. And 
whatever may be said, (and too truly said,) about 
the acrimonious spirit in which religious contro- 
versy is usually conducted ; still it is a recognized 
fact that the most prosperous times of the church 
have been times of controversy. In this deadening 
world, we have much more to fear, as Christians^ 
from stagnation, than from storms. Indifference at 
heart to the distinguishing peculiarities of vital 
truth, concealed beneath a superficial bustle about 
outwardly useful things, is far from a prosperous 
state. The ease, and harmony, and seeming una^- 
nimity engendered by it, are fatal symptoms of a 
growing, though disclaimed latitudinarianism. An 
intruder upon the fascinating spell is conden^ned as 
an enemy to peace. And since the bond of its 
union is not the depth of truth, the man who 
presses forward any deep truth, whatever his par* 
ticular view of it may be, is deemed an intruder : 
not in reference to what he says, for that is n<>t 
careftilly eiuuniiied ; but in reference to his saying 



any thing, which every body does not say. It 
would not, indeed, sound well to bring the real 
accusation against him— to wit, that he is a searcher 
into more of the truth of God than is usually 
brought forward j and that he proclaims what he 
knows with the boldness of honest enthusiasm, 
"uncaring consequences j" — this were an honour- 
able charge : it suits better with the temper of 
the times to charge hina with a breach of love, 
a want of brotherly kindness, a harsh, Ishmaelitish 
spirit. 

But what shall a Christian man say of that love 
which extends its wide, indiscriminating embrace, 
not only to Cliristians of various denominations, 
but also to antichristians : to men who deny the 
Godhead, and reject the atonement of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and deride as fanaticism the inspira- 
tion of the Holy Ghost ? When attempts are made 
to limit the operation of Christian lore within the 
narrow circle of any one favourite class, it becomes 
a Christian man to protest i^ainst the bigotry of 
such a limitation ; but when, on the other side, 
this boasted love enlarges itself be)'ond all Christian 
classes, and calling itself universal charity or reli- 
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gious liberty, gives the right hand of fellowship to 
the enemies of the cross of Christ, it equally be- 
comes a Christian man to protest against the foul 
abuse .: yea, to lift up his voice like a trumpet, and 
bear witness against the infidel amalgunation. 

Ye who profess submission to the Bible, do ye 
not hear the Bible? Ye who combine for the 
distribution of the Bible, do ye not read the 
Bible? For it is written. In the beginning wm 
the JVordj and the Word was with God, and 
THE Word was God. j4nd the TVord was made 
flsshj and dwelt among us^ and we beheld his glory ^ 
the glory a^ of the only begotten of the Faiher^ 
full of grace and tnUh. JVhosoever denieth the 
Son, the same hath not the Father. TVhosoever 
abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not 
,Ood. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, 
he hath both the Father and the Son. If there 
c(mte any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, 
receive him not into your house, neither bid him 
Ood speed : for he that biddeth him Ood speed, is 
partaker of his evU deeds. A professedly religious 
union between members of the church of Christ 
•and avowed Socinians, (such as we see formed and 



boasted of as a signal triumph of this enlightened 
age,) is a virtual denial of the gospel of our salva- 
tion, and a high offence against God. I repeat, a 
professedly religious union j because every man is 
at full liberty to join his fellows in the furtherance 
of secular objects, without any reference to their 
religious opinions. fPltatsoever, saith the apostl^ 
is sold in the shambles, that eat, asking no question 
far conscience sake. The seller might be a heathen, 
a sacrificer to idols. The Christian purchaser need 
not inquire : religion was in no way involved. But 
when the ostensible object of a combination among 
men is declared to be religious, and when the lead- 
ing theme of proud congratulation is the liberality 
on every side, which thus delightfully combines j 
the state of the case is wholly altered. If any man 
say unto you, 7%is is offered in sacrifice unto idols, 
EAT NOT. How can conscientious Socinians, com- 
bine in any thing connected with religion, with us, 
whom they must abhor as abominable idolaters? 
That is, if they have zeal and faith suflBcient to 
rise into the dignity of abhorrence : for, it should 
be remembered, that indifference and indecision 
are frequently the real roots of apparent meekness. 
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I deny not, that the defenders of Christian truth 
are often betrayed into unchristian tempers ; lliat 
the sons of Zebedee, in their indignation at the ill 
treatment received by their Master, forget what 
manner of spirit they are of, themselves. Mean* 
while, however, they are his instruments for keep- 
ing prominent and pure, those fountains of living 
water, at which their brethren drink and are satis- 
fied. Athanasius is raised up in defence of the 
doctrine of the Trinity. In the performance of 
his work, he loses the serenity and self-possession 
of Christian meekness, and writes with unchristian 
acrimony against Arius. Meanwhile, he guards 
from insidious adulteration, that bread from heaven, 
upon which thousands of Christians have fed daily 
for centuries : he vindicates the glorious truth that 
in one God, essentially and immutably One, there 
are three coequal and coetemal Persons ; that 
cardinal truth of the Catholic &ith, ^^ whidi 
faith, except every one do keep whole and un- 
defiled, without doubt he shall perish everlast- 
ingly.*" 

I say not this, to justify, or in the slightest de- 
gree to palliate, unchristian tempers. God forbid ! 
But I observe it in devout meditation upon the 
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hand that rules the storm. And I write it to allaj, 
in some measure, (if the Lord will,) the pettj dar 
mours which are raised against those men of God, 
who in all sincerity, though encompassed with our 
common infirmity, are doing the work of our hea- 
venly Father. 

With respect to the spirit in which the present 
volume is written, I have only to say, tiiat my de- 
sign has been to avoid any approach to either of 
two extremes. On the one side, I detest that 
whining affectation of tenderness, which libels 
while it imitates the chastened manly sympathy of 
true Christian feeling. And on the other side, I 
equally abhor levity, or sarcasm, or jesting : such 
modes of speech being delicately yet powerfully 
stigmatized by an apostle, as not convenient-^-QifK 
avTiKovra. (Eph. V. 4 ; compare Rom. i. 28.) It has 
been my anxious desire and prayer to exemplify 

the scriptural characteristics inculcated upon Titus, 

« 

uncorruptness^ grcmty^ sincerity. How far I 
have succeeded, it is not for myself to judge. If 
I have failed, my infirmity, and not my will, con- 
sented. 

The argument urged in the Introduction is fa- 
miliar to every student of the evidences of Chris- 
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tianity : yet I deem it far from unseasonable to 
give a briefy popular statement of it, with a some- 
what varied form of illustration. 

The third Lecture of the series has been already 
published as a separate pamphlet ; but is long since 
out of print. And I refrained from printing a 
second edition of it, in the design of the present 
publication. 



A/bury Rectory^ June^ 1830. 
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Who, and what are the Jews, and what shall they 
be ? These are questions of lively interest to the 
Christian. The past history and present condition 
of the Jewish people, bear witness to the divine in- 
spiration of the Holy Scriptures, and to the imme- 
diate personal agency of Almighty God in the ma- 
nagement of the affairs of this world, with a power 
and plainness which no gainsayer can refute. And 
the Holy Scriptures bear witness to the future 
pre-eminence of that degraded people, with a reite- 
ration of prediction which no believer can resist. 
History is the providence of God. The Bible is 
the word of God. They mutually attest each 
other, on the subject of the Jewish nation, unto 
this day« Collusion is manifestly impossible ; the 
inference, therefore, against the sceptic, is irresis- 
tible. 

Who are the Jews ? — In answering such an in- 
quiry concerning any people or nation, the practice 

B 
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of historians is to trace their origin^ their national 
pedigree, so to speak ; which, when they have done, 
they consider that the question. Who are these 
people, is folly answered. Thus did Tacitus con- 
cerning the ancient Germans ; and thus Gihhon 
concerning the Suevi, the AUemanni, and other 
harharian tribes, who contributed to the downfall 
of imperial Rome. 

In adopting the same method respecting the 
Jews, we, in the first place, trace them back to a 
certain province of the Roman empire, which pro- 
voked the hostility of the Emperors Vespasian and 
Titus, and the capital city of which was destroyed 
by the latter emperor with a dreadfal slaughter of 
the inhabitants. The survivors were scattered 
abroad among the various nations of the earth, and 
the Jews in England and other countries of Europe 
at this moment are the descendants of those refo- 
gees. For a series of years previous to this disper- 
sion from Judea, they were tributary to the Ro- 
mans. The eastern campaigns of Pompey, and the 
still earlier conquests of Scipio, supply us with 
ajbundance of the most authentic information upon 
this poiut^ The history of the Macedonian con- 
queror enables us to trace the origin of the Jews 
still farther ba^^k, and we find that in the reign of 
Cyrus, king of Persia, they were brought from 
Babylon into Judea, where they settled and built 
the city of Jeruisalem. 
Thus far tb^e h no room for denial or doubt. 
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by any inquirer who possesses even a superficial 
acquaintance with the history of the world. But 
beyond this, the scriptural account of them has 
been denied; and one of the daring falsehoods 
which infidelity has put forward with unblushing 
effrontery, is, that we know nothing of the Jewish 
nation, antecedent to what is insidiously called, 
their emigration from Babylon. In tracing their 
origin still farther, therefore, let us fortify our state- 
ment with legitimate proof. 

Our assertion is, that the scriptural history of the 
Hebrews, from the call of Abraham, till the capti- 
vity of 2^dekiah, king of Judah, including a va- 
riety of miraculous interpositions by the God of 
the whole earth, is true— -true in the obvious mean- 
ing of the language, without any evasion. Our 
proof of this rests its first firm step upon a matter 
of fact, undeniably before our eyes. 

The Jews of the present day possess and revere 
a very remarkable collection of books, which they 
say were given to their forefathers by the imme- 
diate inspiration of Almighty God. These books 
record a variety of stupendous miracles ; and the 
Jews, as a nation, at this moment, believe that a 
generation of their ancestors beheld the perform- 
ance of those miracles, and therefore handed down 
these books to their posterity as genuine and au- 
thentic. 

That this is the present opinion of the nation, 
may be learned from any intelligent Jew in London, 

B 2 
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or elsewhere. We know, say they, that God spake 
to Moses and the prophets. Now a most impor- 
tant question is, when did they first begin to he- 
lieve these things concerning these books ? And a 
manifest absurdity rests upon the supposition, that 
any generation of Jews except that one which saw 
the miracles, coidd have been the first to acknow- 
ledge the divine authority of the books. For ob- 
serve how the case stands. Suppose any impostor 
to have forged those books in later times ; and sup- 
pose them coming for the fimt time into the hands 
of a Jew. He reads in them that his forefathers 
were miraculously dehvered out of the land of 
Egj-pt and led through the Red Sea, and that an 
ordinance of religious worship, called the Passorer, 
had been instituted in remembrance of that deli- 
verance, and continued from father to son, down to 
his own days. He pauses, and stares at the strange 
statement. What ! he says ; my father never taught 
me any thing about this Passover ; I was never 
present at it myself ; I have never even heard of it 
till now ; and yet, this book says it was instituted 
many years ago, and has been celebrated annually 
by all the Jews ever since. I know to a certainty 
this is not the case ; therefore, this book is not true. 
— How could such a man have been persuaded to 
embrace the truth, and contend for the divine inspi- 
ation of such a book ? 

This argument holds good, at whatever period of 
the history of the nation it is pretended that the 
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books were forged^ and for i)ie first time published. 
The contents of the books themselres, therefore, 
supply an insuperable hindrance to their being re- 
ceived as inspired by any generation except that 
one which saw the miracles, and thereupon com- 
menced the celebration of the commemorative or- 
dinances. 

If any man or set of men in this country were 
now to write a book, and say in it, that all the 
British people had been in France ; that they had 
been miraculously brought through the sea into 
their own land ; that a great national feast had 
been established in remembrance of their escape 
from their enemies ; and that all the people of 
England went once a year to London to keep that 
feast : who among us would not laugh at the silly 
absurdity of imagining that such a book could be 
received by the nation, and cause us now, for the 
first tim£y to believe that miraculous escape ; and 
now, for the first time, to celebrate that feast? 
This line of argument applies to any and every 
period of the history of England. 

We conclude, therefore, that the Jewish books 
were written and made public at the time when the 
miracles recorded in those books are said to have 
been performed : or, at least, during the -lifetime 
of those persons who were eye witnesses of the 
miracles : because no other persons could have re- 
ceived the books, and because we do actually see 
with our own eyes, that the books are received; 
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This, then, establishes the important fact, that 
the mtraclee were indeed performed. For observe 
how the argument stands in this respect. If any 
minister were now to publish a book, and declare 
in it that on a certain day last year, or the year 
before, he had wroug-ht a miracle in the presence 
of hid whole congregation : that they were feinting 
with thirst, for example, and that he had struck a 
rock with a rod, and brought out for them all an 
abundant supply of water : and if he were now to 
come and announce a number of laws and regula- 
tions, some of them exceedingly inconvenient and 
disag'reeable to his people ; and command the uni- 
versal observance of those laws on pain of death, 
appealing for hie authority to the miracle which he 
8aid he had wrought before their faces last year ; — 
what would they say to him? Would not their 
indignation be roused against such intolerable 
effrontery ? And might they not well say. Away 
with your laws and regulations ; you have no au- 
thority over us : as for your pretended miracle, we 
were upon the spot when you say it was performed, 
and we never saw it y yet you allege it was of 
such a nature, that had it been performed we must 
have seen it, and could not but recollect it ? 

If Moses had written a book and made it public 
among the Israelites, saying, that on a certain day 
when they were all pursued by Pharaoh, king of 
Egypt, he had stretched his rod over the eea j that the 
waters had divided, leaving a dry passage between ; 
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and that the whole congregation had passed safely 
through, which the Egjrptians assaying to do, were 
drowned; that on another day, when they were 
murmuring for water in the wilderness, he had smit* 
ten a rock, and procured a rich supply for the whole 
multitude ; that on another day, when some of them 
had rebelled against him and his brother Aaron, 
be summoned the rebels before all the people, and 
said, (Numb. xvi. S9f SO,) ^ If these men die the 
common death of all men, or if they be visited after 
the visitation of all men, then the Lord hath not 
sent me. But if the Lord make a new thing, and 
the earth open her mouth and swallow them up, 
with all that appertain unto them, and they go 
down quick into the pit ; then ye shall understand 
that these men have provoked the Lord.'' — And if 
Moses had come afterwards to the Israelites, with 
a number of laws and regulations, some of thetn 
exceedingly inconvenient and disagreeable to the 
people ; and had commanded them to obey, on pain 
of death, appealing for his authority to the miracles 
which he said he performed before their eyes : and 
if these miracle had not taken place, what would 
the Israelites have said to Moses? Would they 
not very naturally have said — away with your laws 
and regulations; we reject your authorif|:.: ajd for 
those miracles which you allege you performed, we 
were upon the spot when you say they took plac^ ; 
you describe them as of sudi a nature, that they 
could not possibly have escaped our notice or our 
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memory ; yet we never saw them. Your book 
wears falsehood upon the face of it. — Would not 
this have been the result, if Moses had been an 
impostor ? 

But on the other hand, if the Israelites had ac- 
knowledged the justice of his appeal ; if they had 
yielded to his authority, and entered upon a long 
course of self-denying obedience to his laws ; would 
not this be a conclusiTe proof that they had verily 
and indeed seen the miracles which he alleges they 
had seen ? For the miracles of Moses were not 
done in a corner, but in the presence of the whole 
congregation of Israel, about six hundred thousand 
that were men, besides children. 

We see then, that the avowed publicity of the 
miracles, connected with the circumstance (already 
proved) of the books having been written during 
the lifetime of multitudes, who were said in the 
books to have seen the miracles ; would render a 
successful imposture morally impossible. What 
then is the truth ? Is it that six hundred thousand 
men were persuaded at once to yield to an autho- 
rity, founded upon an assertion, that certain great 
miracles,, aifecting even the lives of every one of 
them, had taken place before their eyes j which 
miracles, they must all have known perfectly well, 
had never taken place ? Or is it, that a whole 
nation, at some time unknown, and by some in- 
fluence unknown, were persuaded to embrace, as 
the truth of God, a rei:ord, which declared, that 
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they and their ancestors had religiously observed 
certain annual festivals ; which festivals they must 
have known had never been observed or heard of, 
till the fabrication of that record ? Or is it, that 
Almighty God himself did interfere in a miraculous 
manner, on behalf of the nation of Israel, to make 
known in the earth his power and providence ? On 
which side does credulity range herself ? — and on 
which side, rational conviction r^ 

We are not, therefore, proceeding without our 
proof, when we say, that the Jews are what they 
say they are — the descendants of that nation, that 
ancient nation, which sprang from Abraham of Ur 
of the Chaldees ; which was divided into twelve 
tribes in the family of Jacob j which was brought 
into Egypt, and settled in Goshen, under the 
superintending care of Joseph ; which was op- 
pressed by Pharaoh ; which was miraculously de- 
livered under the guidance of Moses ; which tri- 
umphed over tiie nations of Canaan, by the victo-* 
rious sword of Joshua ; which rebelled against 
God, was chastened, repented, and was delivered, 
and rebelled again ; which disregarded the warn- 
ings of the inspired messengers of God ; which 
was carried away captive by the king of Babylon, 
and oppressed seventy years ; which was restored 
to their own land; which turned again in obsti- 
nacy against God,, despising, rejecting, and cruci- 
fying the Lord of glory ; which was rooted out by 
the conquering arms of the victorious Romans ; 
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which was scatt^ed among all nations to the four 
winds of heayen ^ which was preserred a separate 
people^ not minglifig' among any pMple in their 
dispersion ; which is still a separate people in this, 
and other countries and cities ; scattered and 
peeled, as described hj the prophet; a nation 
wonderful indeed, from their b^inning hitherto. 

Thus, in answering the question. Who are they? 
— we have anticipated, in one very important re- 
spect, the question 

11. What are they? 

They are God's witnesses, living witnesses ; bear- 
ing a testimony to the genuineness, the authen^- 
ticity, and consequently, the inspiration ai the 
Holy Scriptures ; a testimony which may indeed 
be denied, (ignorance or obstinacy may deny any 
thing,) which may indeed be cavilled at or evaded, 
but which cannot be refuted. Witnesses, therefore, 
manifesting the moral attributes of Jehovah, in a 
more striking manner than do any of his other 
Works* Does any man inquire about the charac- 
ter of God — we answer, look at the Jews I behold, 
in his dealings with them, his sovereign prerogative 
of distinguishing grace } his holiness i his severity, 
kind eV^n in its heaviest judgments ; his kindling 
compassion, when he beholds the repentance of his 
people; his tremendous indignation, when at last 
poured forth ; his faithfulness to his promise ; his 
mysterious Providence, — and all this, (with the great 
predicted result of it all,) for the manifestation of 
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himself, that the world may know, that he is the 
OMNIPOTENT ONE, and none else. " Ye are my 
witnesses, saith the Lord; I hare declared, and 
have saved, and I have showed, when there was no 
strange god among you : therefore ye are my 
witnesses, saith the Lord, that I am God. Yea, 
before the day was, I am He : and there is none 
that can deliver out of my hand : I will work and 
who shall let it ?** 

Having thus briefly answered the questions who, 
and what, are the Jews, we inquire 

HI. What shall they be ? 

To supply a scriptural answer to this interesting 
inquiry, is the object of the following pages. 
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Numbers xxiii. 9. 



Lo t the people shall dwell alone j and shaU not 
he reckoned among the nations.** 



Known unto God, are all his works from the be- 
ginning of the world. It is his distinguishing cha- 
racteristic, that he calls things that are not, as 
though they were. The challenge by which the 
idolatry of the heathen is put to shame, is grounded 
upon this high prerogative of the true God. Thus 
saith the Holy One of Israel, " Let them bring 
forth and shew us what shall happen. Shew the 
things that are to come hereafter, that we may know 
that ye are gods. Who hath declared from the 
beginning that we may know ? Yea, there is none 
that sheweth, yea, there is none that declweth. 
To whom will ye liken me and make me equal, 
and compare me that we may be like ? Remember 
this, and shew yourselves men ; bring it again to 
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mind, O ye transgressors. Remember the things 
of old, for I am God, and there is none else ; I am 
God, and there is none like me : declaring the end 
from the beginning, and, from ancient times, the 
things that are not yet done ; saying, my counsel 
Bhall stand, and I will do all my pleasure. 

Our present object is to examine, in the faith 
and fear of God, the meaning of what the Holy 
Ghost has spoken concerning the Jewish nation, 
by the mouth of the holy prophets. It is not, 
therefore, to the fancies of a poet that your atten- 
tion is solicited ; it is not to the equivocal evasions 
of a heathen oracle : it is not to the giiessings of a 
visionary enthusiast ; nor to the cunningly- devised 
fables of an ingenious priesthood. No, it is to the 
true sayings of the living and the true God. It is 
to the instructive providence and revealed purposes 
of Him, whose will is law, whose power is abso- 
lute ; of Him, the great First Cause, in whom you 
live, and move, and ha-ve your being ; by whom 
kings reign, and princes decree justice ; by whom 
nations rise and fall ; by whom our own nation 
has been raised, and blessed, and made a blessing j 
by whom the Jewish nation was established, is dis- 
persed, and (we believe) shall be restored again. 
Tlie Lord God hath spolceu — this is our sure war- 
rant. To ascertain the right meaning of Iiia words 
— this is our proper business. 

The progress of events, by giving fulfilment to 
many of the predictions of the prophets ; has borne 
testimony, in a way that cannot be resisted, to the 
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true meaning of the figurative language of pror 
phecy^ History is but another name for the provir 
dence of God : and so far as it can be shown to 
hare been the subject of prophecy, its £aithfiil record 
should be distinctly and carefully compared with 
the terms of the prediction* For the best possible 
method of soberly anticipating erents, from the 
language of those prophecies which are still unfuL 
filled; is to obserye the connexion between the 
language and the erent in those which have already 
found their fulfilment. It is thus, that in the school 
of experience, we shall make the nearest possible 
approaches to a right distinction between what is 
actually litercd, what is merely figuratire, and what 
is specifically symbolical, in the inspired language ) 
which distinction is acknowledged, by all who have 
attended to the subject, to be the grand desideratum 
of prophetic interpretation* 

It is well observed by Mr. Davison, in his Dis- 
courses on the Structure^ Use, and Inspiration of 
Prophecy, that ** the rational exposition of it re* 
quires that we attend to the seasons and circum« 
stances under which it was given, and endeavour 
to take some measure of it by its adaptation to 
them. For it was never given to be af^ insulated 
phenoinenon, nor merely to demxmstrate the pre* 
science of its all- wise Author ; but by him it was 
ingrafted upon the exigencies of times and persons, 
and made to serve as a light of direction to the at* 
tentive observers of it, before the event had set ths 
seal to its truth.** This is of g):eat importance. I 
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will add only one more preliminary reflection, 
taken from the same cautions and correct writer." 
He sap, " A certain acquaintance with the cx^ntents 
of Scripture must be presumed on the part of my 
hearers ; without wliich I could not expect the 
general view proposed to be given, to be admitted 
as a just and faithful one j nor is it possible, by quo- 
tations made on the moment, to supply the mate- 
rials for an adequate judgment in this case ; which 
materials can be derived only from the knowledge 
or examination of the chief document itself — the 
scripture volume. Nor is this the only instance 
wherein our satisfaction, and even our means of 
judging of the truth or use of revelation, are made 
to depend upon fiome personal study of it. There 
is cause to think, that scepticism itself is often no 
more than a form of very unreasonable enthusiasm, 
demanding conviction, without the pains of inquiry." 

The first revealed characteristic, then, of the 
Jewish people, concerning which 1 would invite 
you to search the Scriptures, is, their separation 
from all the surrounding nations of the earth. This 
is directly stated concerning them in the words of 
our text, which form a part of the celebrated pro- 
phecy of Balaam. That false diviner was invited 
by the king of Moab to come and curse the Israel- 
ites, as they passed through his territories. God 
commanded Balaam not to go ; but he, loving the 
wages of iniquity, tempted God to give him angry 
' See note A, in the Appendix, 
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leave to take his own course* He was soon, how- 
ever, forced to feel and acknowledge, th&t it is 
God who made, and who controls man's mouth. 
He could not speak according to his own will, or 
the will Df his master Balak ; but a true prophecy- 
was given to him against his will, and to the dis- 
appointment of his covetousness. " He took up his 
parable and said, Balak, the king of Moab hath 
brought me from Aram, out of the mountains of 
the east; saying, Come, curse me Jacob, and come, 
defy Israel. How shall I curse whom God hath 
not cursed ? or how shall I defy whom the Lord 
hath not defied ? For from the top of the rocks I 
see him, and from the hills I behold him : Xo, the 
people shall dwell alone^ and shall not be reckoned 
among the nations.^^ 

This characteristic of separation has belonged to 
the Jewish people, in a remarkable degree, from 
the very commencement of their history ; and a com- 
parison of the prophecies that it would be so, with 
the fact, that hitherto it has been so, is the part of 
the subject now more immediately to be brought 
before us. 

In tracing the sacred history of the multiplication 
of the human species on the earth, after the deluge^ 
we find three distinct lines of descent mentioned 
in the tenth chapter of Genesis ; one from each of 
the sons of Noah: — 1, the line of Japheth ; 2, of 
Ham ; 3, ot Sbem. Then, after the dispersion of 
the people from Babel, the generations of Shem are 
again introduced, and carried down to the family 
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of Terah. Ham and Japheth are lost sig*}!! of in 
the history for a season, and Shem is taken ; all 
the other descendants of Shem are lost sight of, 
and Terah is taken ; all the other sons of Terah 
are lost sight of, and Abraham is taken ; and on 
him and his posterity, the whole attention of the 
reader is concentrated. 

I. This man was the father of the Hebrews. 
Here therefore we find the origin of the Jewish 
nation. The descendants of Abraham were con- 
stituted into a distinct people by the word of the 
divine prediction: God said, limit make of thee 
a great nation^ This is the first prophecy relative 
to the Jewish nation, distinctly as such. The cir- 
cumstances in which Abraham stood, at the time 
when this prophecy was given, should be attentively 
considered. He was a very old man, long married, 
and without any family : it had ceased also with 
Sarah his wife to be after the manner of women. 
This seemed to present an hindrance to the literal 
interpretation of the prophecy ; and if human ar- 
guments, grounded upon probability, had been 
allowed to have much weight with him, he would, 
in all likelihood, have had recourse to some other 
interpretation. He might, perhaps, have supposed 
that the children of his steward, Eliezer of Da- 
mascus, who was then his heir presumptive, were, 
in the figurative language of prophecy, called his 
own children : or, in other words, that God did 
'■ Gen. xii, 2. 
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not mean what he said exactly, but something else ; 
which something eke Abraham was to collect from 
the words of God, in the most reasonable way he 
could, Without being enthusiastic or presumptuous 
enough to expect impossibilities. We know, how- 
ever, that the father of the faithful had recourse to 
no such eyasions. To his everlasting praise, it is 
recorded of him by the apostle Paul, that ** being 
not weak in fiadth, he considered not his own body, 
now dead, when he was about an hundred years 
old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah's womb : he 
sti^gered not at the promise (or prophecy) of God, 
through unbelief; but was strong in faith^ giving 
glory to God, and being fully persuaded that what 
he had promised, (not what Abrahapi might choose 
to understand by it, but what he had pranmedf) 
he was able also to perform/''' The friends and 
household of Abraham might, indeed^ have ques- 
tioned, at the time, the justice of his literal inter- 
pretation of the lAyrd'a prophecy ; they might have 
rq>re8ented to him, in strong colours, those yery 
ponsiderations which the apostle spedfies as natu- 
rally occurring under the circumstances of his and 
Sarah's case; and we cannot in^agine any argur 
ment by which he could meet such reasonaUe op- 
position to his views, except, simply^ an appeal to 
the terms <it the prophecy, tak^lL in their obyious 
aense. ^^Gaci4 hath said it, and I believe what 
he hath sakl, simply, because he hath said it. 
The circumstance of diigiculty, or even apparent 

"^ Rom. iv. IS — 21.. 
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impoBsibilitj, in the way of a literal fulfilment, haa 
no effect upon me — for nothing is impossible with 
God J and though this be confessedly marvellous 
in the eyes of my household, and in my own eyes, 
does it therefore follow, that it should be marvel- 
lous in the eyes of the Lord of Hosts ? Assuredly 
not. I am free to acknowledge the strength of the 
objection ; and I would be wholly influenced 
thereby, if the prophecy were the word of man. 
But God hath spoken ; and I resolutely persevere, 
in expecting that he will do, precisely and literally, 
what he has promised to do. This is the language 
of faith ; and, to the heart of faith, here would be 
an end of controversy : but we know little of the 
nature of man, if we suppose that such a line of 
argument could be generally satisfactory or effective. 
I am not alleging that a controversy, such as is 
here imagined, did actually exist in the family, or 
among the friends of Abraham : the supposition, 
however, that it may have existed, involves no 
contradiction in itself ; and it serves to illustrate a 
very important principle. Year after year elapsed, 
and still there was no appearance of the fulfilment 
of the prophecy ; and from the nature of the case, 
each succeeding year rendered the literal fulfilment 
of it more improbable. If a difference of opinion, 
then, as to the right interpretation, did really ex- 
ist at the time ; the advocates of a figurative, or, as 
Abraham would probably have called it, an evasive 
interpretation, would acquire strength and confi- 
dence in the delay. Here was the trial of Ahra- 
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ham's faith and patience. He continued to belieye, 
giving glory to God. The prophecy was repeated 
to him, with increasing clearness, and additional 
detiails ; and at last, the event fully justified his 
literal expectation. For " the Lord visited Sarah, 
as he had said ; and the Lord did upto Sarah as he 
had spoken ; for Sarah conceived, and bare Abra- 
ham a son in his old age, at the set time of which 
God had spoken to him.**** Thus was preparation 
made for " the great nation ;** while history, at 
the same time, gave her plain and instructive 
verdict in favour of the literal interpretation of 
prophecy. 

II. Again, the Lord said unto Abraham, after 
that he was come into the land of Canaan, and 
after that Lot was separated from him, '^ Lift up 
now thine eyes, and look from the place where 
thou art, northward, and southward, and eastward, 
and westward ; for all the land which thou seest, 
to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever." * 
This grant of Canaan implied an exclusive do- 
minion of occupation ; and thereby, as a necessary 
consequence, separated the people, to whom it was 
made, from the rest of the world. 

** And the Lord said unto Abraham, Know of a 
surety, that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land 
that is not theirs, and shall serve them ; and they 
shall afflict them four hundred years : and also that 
nation whom they shall serve will I judge ; and 

^ Gen. xxi. 1, 2. * Gen. xiii. 14> 15. 



afterwards shall they come out witli great sub- 
8tance. And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace ; 
thou shalt be buried in a good old age. But in the 
fourth generation, they shall come hither again ; 
for the iniquity of the Amorites, (the natives of 
the land, who must be driven out or destroyed, in 
order to give you Hebrews possession of it,) is not 

yet full In that same day, the 

Lord made a covenant with Abraham, saying. 
Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the 
river of Egypt unto the great river, the river 
Euphrates.*" 

Here, in addition to the particulars already men- 
tioned, namely, the formation of the people into a 
distinct nation ; and the gift of a particular land 
for their residence ; it is predicted, that before they 
entered into possession of this land, they should 
be an quieted and enslaved* people ; and also, that 

'Gen. XV. 13- 18. 

' This diatinclion between the affliction and the bondage of 
the Israelites, — the former including the latter, but not confined 
to it, — throws light upon the difficulty which has lieen enpe- 
rienced, respecting the period of 400 years here mentioned. 
Their actual bondage in Egypt was of comparatively short dura- 
liou ; but the affliction of the seed of Abraham commenced in 
his son Isaac. The interval between Isaac's birth and the 
Exodus, was 405 years; and if we suppose the predicted 
affliction of the seed to commence in Isaac's fifth year, when he 
would be beginning to feel llie effects of Ishmael's mockery ; we 
then have the affliction enduring 400 years, and including in 
the last period of it the bondage. What is paid (Exod. xii. 40.) 
about the sojourning of the people for 430 years before the Exo- 
dus, presents no difficulty in the way of this solution, but rather 
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God would execute judgment upon the nation 
which enslayed them. Who that has ever read the 
book of Genesis, can be ignorant of the simple^' 
beautiful) and singularly interesting history of 
Joseph and his brethren ; in the course of which 
the special providence of Jehovah is so clearly 
marked; and in the sequel of which, the aged 
Jacob and his household, threescore and ten per- 
sons, were brought into I^fypt? And now the 
prophecy, implpng that they should continue a 
separate people, was put to trial. Seventy emi- 
grants, settling in the midst of a great nation, their 
brother the prime minister of the state, and them- 
selves well received by the, king, for their bro« 
ther's sake — in the common course of human affiurs, 
would soon amalgamate with the nation, and lose 
their distinction as a separate people. This seemed 
likely to be the result to the Hebrews, of a long 
residence in Egypt. The literal interpretation of 
the prophecy given to Abraham, and repeated to. 
Isaac and Jacob, was indeed against this ; but per- 
haps the literal interpretation was not to be closely 
innsted upon ; perhaps some reasonable allowance 
to be made for the figurative language of 



coii6nn8 it; becanse it it etrident, from Ga). iii. 17, that this pe- 
riod of 430 years, is to be reckoned from the glaring of the pro- 
mise to Abrahaody which was first done 25 years befpre the birth 
of Isaac« This ccurresponds exactly ; and so the whole period 
of sojourn included the other two, which are more accu- 
rately characterised as first a period of affliction, and finally a 
period of actual slavery. 
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prophecy, delivered iu strains of eastern poetry. 
Perhiips, separation from all nations, mig-ht only 
•mean that they were to be of a different spirit from 
other people ; refraining from idolatry, and Bhow- 
ing a good example of worshipping the true God : 
perhaps, the predicted judgment upon the nation 
whom they served, might mean nothing more 
than the gradual conversion of the Egyptians to 
the religion of the Hebrews ; and perhaps their 
poBsession of the land of Canaan, concerning which 
the prophecy was so explicit, might signify, in a 
figure, that their influence would eventually pre- 
dominate in the land of Egj-pt and elsewhere, 
through the growing prevalence of the religion of 
their fathers. Whatever might have been thought 
by some, of the prudence and sobriety of such an 
interpretation at the time, we know, by the event, 
that it would have been wholly erroneous. It does 
not appear, whether any of the Hebrews relaxed 
into this spiritual interpretation, or any thing ap- 
proaching to it ; but we know that neitlier Jacob 
nor Joseph did. The dying directions of the one 
concerning his burial, and of the other concerning 
his bones, make it manifest, that they departed this 
life, in the faith of the literal fulfilment of the 
prophecy."" That part of the prophecy which im- 
plied the separation of the people to dwell alone, 
received throughout this period a continuous ful- 
filment of the most obviously literal character. 
" The men were shepherds ; they were all men of 
*Gen. xlix.29; 1. 24—26. 
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cattle } and every shepherd was an' abomination 
to the Egyptians. It is of moment to obsenre this 
fatstorical fact; because the circumstance in i<^ 
which looked to be most adverse to the fulfilment 
of the divine prediction, did eventually conduce to, 
and almost prepare the way for it. First of all» 
their occupation and habits of life as shepherds, 
were a reason for a separate place being given to 
them to inhabit, the land of Goshen, the best fitted 
for their use. Next, the prejudices and antipathy 
of the Egyptians to their pastoral character, acted as 
a constant principle of separation, to preserve the 
selected race in union with itself, and unmingled 
with the mass of their indigenous, but to them 
alien fellow subjects. The land of Goshen, covered 
with its cattle, in a country principally devoted, as 
Egypt always has been, to the labours of tillage ; 
and the inhabitants of that pastoral oasis, fenced 
in, like their own flocks, within a separate pale and 
fold, by the very hatred of the people who ha4 
given them a reception ; wore a character of th^ir 
own, and gave signs of the purposes which the 
Almighty Shepherd was preparing to bring out 
of such beginnings; when He should lead his 
people forth like sheep, as he afterwards did, by the 
haiid of Moses and Aaron, and bring them, ac- 
cording to his promise, to their land of rest.** * 

^* Joseph died, and all his brethren, and all that 
generation. And the children of Israel were fruit- 
ful, and increased abundantly, and multiplied, and 

' Davison, 
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waxed exceeding mig^htj^ ; and the land was filled 
with them. Now there arose up a new king over 
Egypt, which knew not Joseph. And he said unto 
his people, Behold, the people of the children 
of Israel are more and mightier than we. Corae 
on, let us deal wisely with them, lest they multiply, 
and it come to pass, that when there falleth out any 
war, they join also unto our enemies, and fight 
against us, and so get them up out of the land. 
Therefore they did set over them taskmasters to 
afflict them with their burdens.'"' Thus was active 
oppression added to secret prejudice and antipathy, 
to keep the people effectually separated from the 
Egyptians ; and thus was literally fiilfilled that 
portion of the prophecy, which said to Abraham, 
" thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not 
theirs, and shall serve them." 

The circumstances of their deliverance out of this 
bondage, are detailed with incomparable sublimity 
in the early chapters of the book of Exodus j where 
we find an awfully literal fulfilment of the next clause 
of the prophecy — " And also that nation whom 
they shall serve, will I judge." It was soon alter 
this deliverance, and during their passage through 
the wilderness, towards the promised land, that the 
eircumstances already mentioned, connected with 
our text, occurred ; and prophecy again marked 
them out as a people separate, and to continue 
separate. " Lo / fhe people shall dwell alone, and 
shall not be reckoned among the nations." 
''Exod. i. 6— II. 
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Much of the prophecy given to Abraham had 
now received its literal fulfilment. The people 
were increased into a great nation ; they had been 
in a strange land, serving strangers ; the predicted 
period of their affliction had expired ; they were 
delivered, and their enemies destroyed ; and now 
it only remained, that they should be put in full 
possesion of the land of Canaan* It is remarkable^ 
that after so many particulars of the prophecy 
had been fulfilled to the letter, the people should 
have hesitated, or evinced any sceptical feeling 
respecting the remainder : but they did so ; and 
the faithfiilness with which their murmuring is re- 
corded, is no small internal testimony to the honesty 
of the author of the Pentateuch. 

The congregation generally, received, with culpa- 
ble willingness, the evil report of the land, brought 
back by the majority of the spies ; and they said, 
** Let us make a captain, and let us return into 
Egypt/' And when Joshua and Caleb resisted that 
evil report, and declared, on the contrary, that 
the land was an exceeding good land, a land 
which flowed with milk and honey ; all the con* 
gr^ation bade stone them with stones. The 
anger of the Lord was kindled against the con- 
gr^ation ; and he sware in hb wrath, that th^ 
should not enter into the land. Their unbelief, 
however, could not render the ftdthfulness of God 
of none effect : the promise was sure to the seed of 
Abraham ; some must enter in ; and the Lord said 
to Moses, ** Your carcases shall fall in this wilder- 



28 LECTURE I. 

ness ; and all that were numbered of you, accord- 
ing to your whole number, from twenty years old 
and upward, which have murmured against me, 
doubtless ye shall not come into the land, concern- 
ing which I sware to mate you dwell therein, save 
Caleb the eon of Jephunheh, and Joshua the son of 
Nun. But your little ones, which ye said should 
be a prey, them will I bring in, and they shall know 
the land which ye have despised.'" 

In the accomplishment of this part of the pro- 
phecy, we again see the special providence of God, 
in preserving the people separate. They were de- 
layed in Egypt, and in the wilderness, till the ini- 
quity of the Canaanites was completely full; that 
is, till it was a righteous thing in God, who had 
given those nations warning, and time for repent- 
ance, now, at last, to destroy them, either by famine, 
or pestilence, or earthquake, or by the hand of man. 
This last was his purpose, and he employed the 
Israelites in the dreadful mission. 

When they entered the land, therefore, they were 
commanded utterly to destroy the inhabitants, 
sparing neither sex nor age ; and thus their separa- 
tion, as a people dwelling alone, was secured. And 
when one of the nations of the land deceived them 
into a league, so that they could not destroy them 
without breach of faith ; they resolved upon a mode 
of treatment which woidd equally secure their na- 
tional separation ; they degraded them into a state 
of perpetual servitude ; making them hewers of 
' Numb. xiv. 
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wood) and drawers of water, for the accommodation 
of the congregation." 

Together with establishment in their own land, 
they had now fresh elements of separation among 
them. The ordinances of the tabernacle worship, 
which had been instituted in the wilderness, with 
express and repeated injunctions to continue them 
in the land, served as a hedge by which the vineyard 
of the Lord of Hosts was surrounded and fenced 
from the world. 

Pausing, then, and contemplating the nation at 
this period of their history, we make these two im- 
portant observations. First, the literal interpreta^ 
tion of the prophecies given to Abraham was 
proved, by the events, to be the true one. And, 
secondly, a rich provision was made for the conti- 
nued literal fulfilment of the prophecy of Balaam — 
Lo t the people shall dwell alone^ and shall not be 
reckoned among the nations. 

III. The voice of prophecy, which had so long, 
and so frequently, pronounced blessings upon the 
Hebrew nation, had now raised a counter tone, 
and the Lord had declared, by Moses, their disper- 
sion and desolation. On this part of the subject, 
the twenty-eighth chapter of the book of Deutero- 
nomy should be carefully studied. No selection 
of quotations can convey any adequate idea of that 
celebrated prophecy. The same infallible voice had 
given utterance to the still more remote purposes of 

■ Joshua ix. 
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Jehovah concerning the nation ; and restoration, 
free pardon, and final glory, were the animating" 
themes. On this point the thirtieth chapter of 
Deuteronomy is as clear and explicit, thoug^h not so 
copious, as is the twenty-eighth chapter on the 
desolation. It does not belong to our present pur- 
pose, to enter into any detailed examination of 
these prophecies : it is sufficient to obaerve, that 
such of the Israelites as paid due attention to the 
predictions delivered to Abraham, comparing them 
with their literal fulfilment, had every reason to 
expect a similarly literal ftilfilment of those deli- 
vered hy Moses. Moses proclaimed two leading 
branches of the purpose of God respecting the 
Jewish nation — 1. Desolation, long and dreary. 
S. Restoration, complete and glorious. Under 
these two heads nearly all the subsequent prophe- 
cies concerning the nation might be perspicuously 
arranged : with this remarkable difference, how- 
ever, in the distribution ; that whereas, in the pre- 
dictions of Moses, a manifest superiority in stress 
and copiousness is given to the afflictive side of the 
prophecy; in David, Isaiah, and the other pro- 
phets, the case is just the reverse. The tribulation 
is indeed described by them all, but only as en- 
during for a night ; while the exuberance of the 
prophecy is reserved for the joy of the succeeding 
morning. A train is laid under the nation, ready 
to explode, and scatter them to the four wiads : 
while, at the aame time, an everlasting arm is de- 
scribed as stretched forth around the ruins, all 
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powerful to preserve, to restore, to rebuild, in 
permanent magmficence. In oonarmation of this* 
it would be easy to adduce from all the prophets, » 
multitude of passages, parallel to the twent^^ighth 
and the thirtieth chapters of Deuteronomy : but 
our attention is, for the present, to be restricted to 
some of those predictions, concerning the . nation, 
which hare already been avowedlj fulfilled. 

IV. Subsequently to the establishment of the 
Israelites in Canaan, a period of four hundred 
years elapsed, without any event permanently 
affecting the affairs of the nation. ^* Israel served 
tiie Lord, all the days of Joshua, and all the days 
of tiie elders that overlived Joshua, and which had 
known all tiie 'works of the Lord^ that he had done 
for Israel''' The nesot agasi degenerated : their 
CiMPipUances with the idolatrous customs of the 
eurroijaidii^ nations, provoked the Lord their God 
to anger, and Inrought down firequent and severe 
chastisements upon them. Th^ were given w^ 
i^asively into the handa of tiieir enemies, the king 
of Mesopotamia, the kmg of Moab, the king of 
Canaan, the king (tf Midian, the king of the Phi* 
listines, and served thma* But stiU they were kept 
separate ^ and in their troubles, when they called 
upon the Lord, he heard them, and raised up deUr 
v^ers for them, one aiiter another*-rOthniel, and 
£hud, and Baarakf and Gideon^ and Samson, by 

* Joshua xxiy. dl. 
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whom he brought them out of all their distresses, 
without any internal change in their national con- 
stitution. During this period, there seems to have 
been a cessation of prophecy, if we except the song 
of Deborah : and that song has been deemed pro- 
phetic, more, perhaps, on account of a parallelism 
of expression in one clause of it, with a passage in 
the sixty-eighth Pealm, than because of any actual 
prediction contained in it. 

V. The next period of the history of Israel, was 
marked by a great and national change — the intro- 
duction and establishment of the regal government. 
I pass over the anointing of Saul to be king, which 
was done by special directions frora God to Samuel, 
without what can properly be called a prophecy. 
The same may be said of the call of David to the 
throne : but after his appointment, the settlement 
of the crown in his family became the subject of 
clear and copious prediction. The first king of the 
nation had been of the tribe of Benjamin ; the se- 
cond was of the tribe of Judah ; and there was 
nothing in the existing state of affairs, indepen- 
dent of prophecy, to give satisfaction to the people, 
on the subject of the succession to the throne of 
David, or the establishment of the royal dvnasty. 
Prophecy supplied this want, accurately defining and 
limiting the succession of the crown in David's 
family. (SSam. vii.l9— 17. 1 Chron. xvii.ll— 27.) 
It is scarcely possible to comment upon this pro- 
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phecjf without adverting to what has been well 
called, the dovhle sense /"^ as it is scarcely possible' 
to read it (comparing it with Heb* i. 5) without 
perceiving that a greater than Solomon is here. 
But it is the primary and temporal sense alone, to 
which we are now to advert, and that for the single 
purpose of marking its strictly literal fulfilment. 
The prophecy declares an eternity of dominion to 
be enjoyed by the seed of David : ** Thine house, 
and thy kingdom shall be established for ever be* 
fore thee : thy throne shall be established for ever.*' 
The fulfilment of this declaration, in the full and 
absolute meaning of the terms, is reserved (as I 

* " Scripture prophecy is so fratned in some of its predictionSy 
as to bear a sense directed to two objects ; of which structure 
the predictions concerning the kingdom of David furnish a con- 
spicuous example; and^ I should say, au unquestionable one, if 
the whole principle of that kind of interpretation had not been 
by some disputed and denied. But the principle has met with 
this ill acceptance, for nd better reason, itshould seem, than be- 
cause it has been injudiciously applied in cases where it had no 
proper place; or has been suspected, if not mist^en^ in, it9 
constituent character^ as to what it really is. The double sense 
of prophecy, however, is of all things the most remote from 
fraud or equivocation, and has its ground of reason perfectly 
clear. For what is it? Not the convenieut latitude of two 
unconnepted senses, wide of each other, and giving room to^a 
fallacious ambiguity ; but the couibination of two related, ana- 
logous and harmonizing, though disparate subjects, each clear 
and definite in itself; implying a twofold truth in the prescience, 
and creating an aggravated difficulty, and thereby an accumu- 
lated proof, in the completion." — Davison, pp. 210, 211. 

D 
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shall endeavour to prove in its proper place) for 
that king of the Jews, who was born of the house 
of David, according to the flesh ; and concerning' 
whom, the angel Gabriel proclaimed at his birth, 
" Ho ahall be great, and shall be called the Son of 
the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto 
him the throne of his father David; and he shall 
reign over the house of Jacob for ever ; and of his 
kingdom there shall be no end." But in its appli- . 
cation to the typical kingdom of David, and his 
successors; the expression ybr ewer conveys, accord- 
ing to an acknowledged principle of scriptural cri- 
ticism, the idea of an age or dispensation ; an un- 
broken perpetuity for a given time ; holding on 
through a period or system of things, to which a 
reference is understood to be made. Here, the sys- 
tem of things to which reference is made, is the regal 
government of Judali. So long as kings shall reign 
in Jerusalem, the throne shall be filled by a man of 
the house and lineage of David. 

The prophecy thus understood was fulfilled to 
the letter. Solomon, Rehoboam, Abijah, Asa, Je- 
hoshaphat, &c., son after father in regular succession, 
occupied the throne of David in Jerusalem ; till 
the kingdom was overturned, the city destroyed, 
and the nation carried captive into Babylon. The 
common adjunct to the history of the death of a 
king of Judah, from David to Coniah,'' is, and his 
son reigned in his stead. If our object were to 
.11- ' See page 140, and nott. "* -'^ifi'i 
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prove the inspiration of the prophecy^ this might, 
be strikingly contracted with the kingdom of Israel ; 
in irhich, during a part of the, same period, one 
dynasty after anoihcir was cat:: off, and the crown 
la'aiisfbrred from family to fendly. This might nar 
turally hare excited, in the peojile of Judah, some 
apfn-ebensioons df similar disasters in their kingdom. 
And when they beheld the great wickedness of 
some of their kings ;whei3L tibiey Keard of insurrec- 
tion, and conspiracy, aiid dom^ic treason in the 
dtate, and-oE confederated jny^on frdi& without,* 
for the aTbwed purpose bf setting tip another kii^ 
in Jerusalem ; their only Security against the suc- 
cess of such 'Mtemptd, lay in their reliance on the 
faithfulness 6f the prophecy Hterally^ interpreted.: 
It is mamf^r thai aliy sit'enring &om the simply 
literal interpretatioii'TkFoiild,. in this ciase, have 
totally, defieated the main object of the prophecy f^ 
or^ in other words^ that if' any relaxed interpretar' 
tion of the tarmsidf the pr^diofioa had been ad^ 
mitted, the natipn: might as well have, been le& 
without ally prediction atanf(^iOriiifi]ia'whaf skictly 
belongs -to our present sbl^act. ' SuirtDg the whok^ 
of the period in question, wa have,' in the history^ 
of the kingdom qfjudah, a continuous fulfilment 
of ' th^ : propihecy of Nathan, « UteraUy- interpreted ; 
and any ihterpretatibn, other tliantiie literal, would 
not BCGord with.the ibcta of the^ case# 

YL In tibe reigns of the last of the kings of 
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Judah, Jeremiah predicted the destruction of tlie 
kingdom, the captivity of the people in Bahylon 
for seventy years, and their restoration to their 
own land, at the expiration of that period. The 
terms of these predictions are briefly these : " This 
whole land shall be a desolation and an astonish- 
ment, and these nations shall serve the king of Ba- 
bylon seventy years After seventy years be 

accomplished at Babylon, I will visit you, and per- 
form my good word toward you, in causing you to 
return to this place." (See Jer. xxv. 8 — 14 j and 
xxix. 10.) In these prophecies, three things are 
plainly asserted, and a fmirth very obviously im- 
plied. It is asserted — 1 . That the nation of Judah 
should be carried captive to Babylon, leaving their 
own land desolate. 2. That their captivity would 
last seventy years. S. That at the termination of 
those years they would be restored to their own 
land and city ; and by these assertions, it is ohvi- 
ouflly implied, 4. That during their captivity they 
would be preserved a separate people : for if amal- 
gamated with the Babylonians, how could they be 
^ain separated, and brought back as a nation to 
the possession of their fathers ? 

Wo have only to advert to the plain terms of the 
subsequent history, to see how accurately all this 
was fulfilled, in the obviously literal meaning of the 
language of the prophet. For the captivity of 
Judah, and desolation of her land, see 2 Chron. 
xxxvi. 17 — ^l- tor the fact of their providential 
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preservation as a separate people during their cap- 
tivity, see Esther iii.S. For the history of their 
return at the end of the predicted period, when 
God raised up Cyrus, of whom he had spoken long 
before, see Isaiah xliv. 28 ; see Ezra i. ii* and iii. 

In order to appreciate this part of the subject, 
it may be well briefly to contemplate the position 
of the prophecy in the days of Daniel* Daniel 
was in possession of the roll of Jeremiah. Com- 
paring, then, the state of afiietirs, as they existed 
around him, with the terms of the prophecy ; he 
would observe, that the assertion of the prophet, 
concerning the captivity of his nation, had found a 
plain and literal fulfilment ; he would observe, also, 
that the implication of the prophecy concerning his 
nation being kept separate, and not reckoned among 
the Babylonians, wa» receiving, up to the moment 
of his observation, a similarly literal fulfilment : 
what, then, could be so natural, nay, so imperative, 
as to be guided by the facts of the case so far, in his 
interpretation of the remainder of the prophecy 
concerning the restoration of his people to Judea, 
and, consequently, to anticipate the literal fulfil- 
ment of that also ? That such was Daniel's view 
of the subject, he has plainly told us ; and when 
he understood further, by his studies, that the 
period mentioned by Jeremiah was drawing near its 
close he recognised, in his calculation of the time, 
connected with his interpretation of the language 
of the prophecy, an animating stimulus to prayer 



-and suppbcation, with fasting*, before the Lord his 
God. (Dan. ix. 2, 3, &c.) The event fiilly justified 
his literal interpretation ; and our contemplation 
of the whole, supplies ua with another important 
lesson on the subject of prophetic interpretation, 
in addition to those which we have already learned 
in the school of history. 

Similar lessons may be learned, by comparing the 
prophecies of Isaiah and Ezekiel, concerning^ Tyre, 
Egypt, and Babylon, with the histories of these 
places respectively. In each case the events justi- 
fied, we should rather say demanded, the most 
obviously literal interpretation of the prophecy : 
and no interpretation, other than the literal, will 
bear comparison with the facts of the case. The 
natural and truly important inference is, that other 
prophecies, conveyed in similar language, shall, in 
their respective times, find a similar, that is, a literal 
fulfilment. 

We now conclude for the present, merely ob- 
serving that up to this period of the history of the 
Jewish nation; their predicted characteristic of sepa- 
ration from all other nations, was evidently main- 
tained to the letter of the prediction. That it has 
continued so up to this day, and shall so continue, 
till the end of this dispensation, are the topics next 
in order before us. 
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Numbers xxili. 9. 



Lo ! the people shaU dwell dUme^ and slwU not 
be reckoned among the ncMoM.*' 



From diese wordei^ we h9;ire already considered the 
separation of the Jewish, people frpQi i41 the sur- 
rounding nations^ during ti^ early periods of theiir 
historj^ We -■• obsemr^-*; the literal {ulfiljoaent of 
some of the pro^ecies giren to Abraham y oi the 
c^ebrated prppfaecf of Natulan addressed to David; 
and of some ' of the prophecies of Jeremiah^ respect* 
ing the captivity of Judah in Babylon, for seventy 
years, and their restoration to Judea^t the olose of 
that period, Erotn all this we jnfefredy that other 
prophecies, conveyed ia fiOmiliM'. language^ ^ould, in 
their re(q>ective times tfod a sitqUar,. that is, a 
Uteral ; fulfilment } and we ^on(^^46d,r leptving the 
people re-established ii^ -th^ii! r own^ : l^d, under 
Ezra.-and -Ni^hemiah,, i^i :€K>ps€i4Ui3i^ee of the pre* 
^ict^ decTiee of <^yrUs^;^llg.of/]?^r^ 
: So fw, :th0>l4>pU0atio;D pi j^bie^ialiguage qf Balaam 
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IS clear and undeniable, " the people shall dwell 
done, and shall not be reckoned among* the na- 
tions." It is equally obvious, and equally admitted, 
that this language applies to them, during the fol- 
lowing four centuries of their history. The flatter- 
ing privileges, conferred upon them by Alexan- 
der of Macedon, could not seduce them into any 
amalgamating compliance with the habits of the 
heathen. The blood-thirsty persecutions of Antio- 
chus of Syria, could not extirpate the heaven-pro- 
tected race ; although repeated by the tyrant 
avowedly for that purpose. After a brilliant, but 
short-lived, struggle for their independence, under 
the Maccabees, they sunk into comparative insig- 
nificance in the political world, and were soon 
added to the conquests of the then victorious 
Romans. But though tributary, they continued 
separate ; maintaining their distinguishing pecu- 
liarities, without the smallest relaxation, till the 
time when Jesus of Nazareth was born among 
them. 

Here we reach a period of their history, at 
which an important difference of opinion concern- 
ing them, has existed, and does exist, in the Chris- 
tian church. It is alleged by some, that the pecu- 
liarities of the Jews as a separate people, terminated 
with the promulgation of the gospel ; since which, 
they have been in no sense the peculiar people of 
God, but are totally cast off, in a national point of 
view ; to be called, indeed, as individuals in com- 
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mon with the heathen, to the true knowledge of 
Jesus Christ ; but no longer recognized as a sepa- 
rate nation, to be distinguished from the Christian 
church* This is a common opinion. It has been 
handed down amoi^ us Gentiles, from generation 
to generation ; and although some of the most 
learned expositors of prophecy, in every age of 
Christianity, have opposed it on scriptural grounds, 
and demonstrated its falsehood ; yet, still it main- 
tains its hold, firmly rooted in Gentile prejudice ; 
from a misapplication, it would seem, of the lan- 
guage of the apostles, respecting the unity of the 
church in Christ. It is adopted without exami- 
nation, referred to as a matter of course, and 
asserted without proof. Now, in opposition to 
this, we think that the scriptures assert a perpe- 
tuity of separation ; we maintain that the language 
of our text, put by the Divine Spirit into the mouth 
of Balaam, describes the state of the Jewish peo- 
ple, as a nation, kept separate by the hand of God, 
not merely till the time of Christ, but absolutely^ 
without limitation or interruption, till the end of 
the world. This is of vital importance, in its con- 
nexion with other themes of prophecy, afterwards 
to be considered ; I now, therefore, proceed to 
give such reasons, and advance such arguments as 
appear to me satisfactorily to establish it ; and I 
shall endeavour to simplify the proof, as much as 
possible. 

In order to avoid ambiguity of expression, in 
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following up this subject, it is necessary carefully 
to remark, First, The distinction between Israel 
and Judah ; and. Secondly, The distinction be- 
tween Judah, considered nationally, and certain in- 
dividuals, selected out of that nation, in each suc- 
ceeding age. 

I. The distinction between Israel and Judah is 
a plain matter of history. In the latter part of 
the reign of Solomon, who was king over all the 
twelve tribes; the prophet Ahijah met in a field 
alone, Jeroboam, one of Solomon's generals : and 
he had clad himself with a new garment; and 
Ahijah caught the new garment that was on him, 
and rent it in twelve pieces : and he said to Jero- 
boam, " Take thee ten pieces, for thus saith the 
Lord, the God of Israel, Behold I will rend the 
kingdom out of the hand of Solomon, and will 
give ten tribes to thee. Howbeit, I will not take 
the whole kingdom out of his hand : but I will 
make him prince all the days of his life, for David 
my servant's sake, whom I chose ; because he kept 
my commandments and my statutes : but I will 
take the kingdom out of his son's hand, and will 
give it unto thee, even ten tribes. And unto his 
son will I give one tribe, (in addition to his own 
tribe of Judah,) that David my servant may have 
a light always before me in Jerusalem, the city 
wliieh I have chosen me to put my name there. 
And I will take thee, and thou shalt reign accord- 
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ing to all that thy Boul desireth^ and shalt be king 
oyer Israeli' Accordingljt we rrad, that imme- 
diately after Solomon's death, whra Rehoboain, his 
son, ascended the throne, ten of the twelve tribes 
revolted from him» at the instigation.of Jeroboam ; 
that Eehoboam sent a messenger to remonstrate with 
them ; that they seized his iness^iger, and stoned him 
to death; that Rehoboietm then ^^ assembled all th^ 
house of Judahf with the tribe of Benjamin^ a hun- 
dred and four-SGore thousand chosen men, whidli 
were warriors, to fight against the house of Israel, 
to bring the kingdom again to Rehoboam, the son 
of Solomon. But the word (tf liie Lord came to 
Shemaiah, the man of Grod, saying, .Speak unto 
Rehoboaip,' the son of'^Iomon, king of Judaht 
and unto the house of Judah and Benjamin, and tb 
the remnant of the people, (whatever individuals 
of the ten tribes had adhered to the cause of the 
royal family of David^ sajong. Thus saith the 
Lord, ye shall not go up, nor fight against your 
brethren, the children of Israel : return every man 
to his house ; for this tkmg is from me^^^ i Thus 
was the distinction established, between Isniel asttd 
Judah ; and we read of them for three centuries 
afterwards, as distinct; kingidoms, under distinct 
lines of kings. 

This' distinction is fuUy recognized by. the pro- 
phets. Thus saith the Lord, by his servant Hosea, 
."** Though thou Israel play the harlot, yet let not 
Judah offend." And after Judah had offended, 

' ' * 1 Kli^ »% and xii. 
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the Lord said to Jeremiah, "Hast thou Been that 
which hacksliding Israel hath done ? . . . And her 
trpacherons sister Jiidah saw it ; and I saw, when 
for all the causes whereby backsliding Israel com- 
mitted adultery, I had put her away, and given her 
a bill of divorce ; yet her treacherous sister Judah 
feared not, but went and played the harlot also." 
The same subject is dilated by the prophet Ezekiel, 
xxiii. j where the names Aholah, and Aholibah, 
are given to the two kingdoms. " Thus were 
their names -, Samaria is Aholah, and Jerusalem, 
Aholibah." And Isaiali is very clear, and says, 
" The Lord shall set up an ensign for the nations, 
and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel; and 
gather together the dispersed of Judah, from the 
four corners of the earth." 

The predicted dealings of God, with these two 
kingdoms, are widely different. Concerning Israel, 
it was declared that they should be outcasts j totally 
cut off from all visible interposition in their behalf; 
not only put away from their divine husband, but 
divorced also j not only scattered among the nations, 
hut also losing one important feature of their dis- 
tinguishing identity, in that they would serve the 
strange gods of the nations, wood and stone : yet 
still, with a final clause, that in the end, God, who 
seeth not as man seeth, will bring them back again. 
Concerning Judah, on the contrarj , it was declared, 
that they should he dispersed only, not outcast ; 
put away only, not divorced ; scattered indeed 
among the nations, but never losing the distin- 
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guishing badge of their identity, as a separate peo- 
ple, the worshippers of the God of Abraham ; and, 
finally, that they should be restored, with the whole 
house of Israel, to the land of their fathers. This 
diversity of treatment in the interim, and similarity 
of treatment in the end, might be verified by a 
multitude of quotations ; when, therefore, we 
speak of final restoration, we include both king- 
doms ; but when we speak of a perpetuity of ma- 
nifested separation, we of course contemplate the 
kingdom of Judah only. 

That objection, therefore, to our general state- 
ment, which is grounded upon such passages as 
Hosea i. 6, For I will no more have mercy upon the 
house of Israel ; hut I will utterly take them awcy^ 
falls to the ground. We have only to proceed with 
the quotation of the context, to support and confirm 
our view : hut I will have mercy upon the house of 
Judah, and will save them hy the Lord their Ood^ 
and will not save them hy how, nor hy swordj nor 
hy hattlcy nor hy horses, nor by horsemen. These 
expressions, says Bishop Horsley, are too magni- 
ficent to be understood of any thing but the final 
rescue of the Jews from the power of Antichrist in 
the latter ages, by the incarnate God destroying 
the enemy with the brightness of his coming ; of 
which the destruction of Sennacherib's army in the 
days of Hezekiah might be a type, but it was no- 
thing more. It may seem, perhaps^ that the pro- 
phecy points at some deliverance peculiar to the 



4^ 



LECTURE ir. 



house of Judah, In which the ten tribes will have 
no share, such as the overthrow of Sennacherib 
actually was ; whereas, the destruction of Anti- 
christ will he an universal blessing. But in the 
different treatment of the houseof Judah, and 
the house of Israel, we see the prophecy hitherto 
remarkably verified. After the excision of the 
king'dom of the ten tribes, Judah, though occa- 
sionally visited with severe judgments, continued 
however to be cherished with God's love, till they 
rejected our Lord. Then Judah became Lo-ammi,'" 
(not my people :) but still continues to be visibly 
an object of God's love ; preserved as a distinct 
race, for gracious purposes of mercy. Perhaps in 
the last ages, the converts of the house of Judah 
will be the principal objects of Antichrist's malice. 
Their deliverance may be first wrought, and, 

* Horsley on Hosea. Preface pp. xvi. — xxiii,, where the 
typical import of the names of the three children of the pro- 
phetess (Hosea's wife) is ably argued. The three children 
represent certain distinct parts of the Jewish nation; of the 
whole of which, the mother was the emblem. Jezrae! (the seed 
of God) signified the election, consisting progressively of a be- 
loved remnant, and, eventually, of the whole nation. Compare 
the fifth and twenty-eighth verses of Rom. si, Lo-rubamah (un- 
pitied tivK i}Xet)nevii. 1 Pet. ii. 10.) signified the ten tribes, 
during the whole interval, till the final restoration. And Lo- 
ammi, (not my people,) signified the kingdom of Judah, during 
the times of the Gentiles. Till both Lo-ruhamah and Lo-ammi 
having run their course, the whole twelve tribes become the 
Jeireel, and rjrcat shall be the day of Jezrecl. 
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through them, the blessing may be extended to 
their brethren of the ten tribes, and ultimately to 
the whole world« This order of things, the subse- 
quent prophecy seems to point out."" 

ThuSy we have cleared our way one step. Thef 
kingdom of Israel is, in reference to our present 
subject, dismissed out of our view. They are 
lost to the eye of man, and were so, be it observed, 
many centiiries before the time of Christ. God 
withdrew them from the recognized scene of his 
providence, and they are now nowhere to be 
found, except in the revealed purpose and plan of 
Jehovah, who has caiused their name to be clearly 
written as coJieirs, in the prophetic entail of the 
land. But with Judah, it is far otherwise ; they 
have been held forth, by the hand of God, to the 
observattioi^ of men in all ages : the curtain has 
n€iver far one moifnent dropped, to hi3e them from 
the view cif eidlea' tha church or the world ; but 
Xhey hay^ stood prominent from generation to ge- 
n^a1i0n, ^ God's witnesses, in the earth. Wit- 
nesses indeed, of the desperate iniquity of their 
fj^therpi aiid the infatuated ^obstinacy of the chil- 
di^c^; bllt . witnesses ako^ whose testimony can 
li^€fr b^ iiitalidated, of tiie righteousness and truth 
of th0:I^rd their God. It is admitted, that the 
lang^pge of our text was strictly applicable to the 
Je^s, ,t]jyt tl^ ,tin^ o£ Ohifist ; but Israel was carl 
ried captive by ShSJbmai^zer^ king of Assyria, out** 
. '« Ibid. L Si See note B in the Appeudix. 
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cast and lost, seven hundred years before Christ ; 
consequently, during- that interval, the language of 
our text was applicable to Judah only. Concerning 
Judah we now speak, and allege the perpetuity of 
this application, "Lol the people shall dwell alone, 
and shall not be reckoned among the nations." 

If it be urged, in opposition to this view, that, 
in the New Testament, the apostles speak of Israel, 
not Judal) ; the answer, I think, is, that the ten 
tribes, as a kingdom, being lost sight of for ages ; 
and individuals of many, perhaps of all of them, 
having come up with Judah from Babylon, or after- 
wards mingled among them ; the general name of 
the whole nation, in its earlier ages, from Jacob to 
Rehoboam, is used generally, without any special 
recognition of a distinction between the two king- 
doms, which had been long practically obsolete. 
A proof of this is, that St. Paul calls himself an 
Israelite^ in the same sentence where he specifies 
the tribe of Benjam in as his paternal tribe. 
(Rom. xi. 1.) Similar is the answer to the ob- 
jection, grounded upon the mention of the twelve 
tribes by the apostles. (Acts xxvi. 7 ; James i. 1.) 
That individuals of each tribe are intended, is clear, 
from the fact, that St. James, who addressed his 
Epistle to the twelve tribes, writes as to Christians 
throughout ; not arguing doctrinally, to convince 
his nation of the messiahship of Jesus ; but urging 
the experience and practice of true disciples of 
Christ. Will it be asserted that the apostle ad- 
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dressed his countrymen nationally , as confirmed 
believers in the Lord Jesus? Surely not; and if 
not, to whom is his Epistle addressed ? obriouslj 
to indiyidual believing Jews, of whatever tribe 
they might be ; scmie, perhaps, of every tribe. 

II. It is further necessary to our proof, to mark 
the distinction between Judah, considered nation-- 
ally J and certain individuals selected out of that 
nation, in each succeeding . age, since the promul- 
gation of the gospel. 

The apostle Paul states this distinction pointedly, 
in Rom. ii. 28, 29. In one sense, all were Jews, who 
were circumcised in the flesh ; they belonged to the 
nation : in another sense, those only were Jews who 
were circumcised in the heart also ; they belonged 
to the election. This distinction between the na- 
tion and the election, is again strongly marked by 
the same, apostle ; who, speaking of grace and sal- 
vation in Christ, saith, " The nation hath not ob- 
tained the blessing ; but the election hath obtained 
it, and the rest were blinded." , Again he saitht 
"Hath God cast ajvay. his people? (without ex- 
ception ?) God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, 
of the seed of Abraham, of the trijbe of Benjamin.'- 
Then follows, in the next verses, the distinction 
between the nation and the remnant which God 
foreknew. : This was not a novel distinction ; it 
bad existed at all times ; specially the apostle re- 
ferred to the days of Elijah the prophet, when this 

E 
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distinction is a clear matter of sacred history ; the 
nation having' heen idolaters, with the exception of 
eeven thousand individuals, who constituted the 
reserved remnant. The same distinction exjBted 
in the days of Paul ; the nation being cast away 
from God, with the exception of a remnant, the 
number of individuals composing which, ia not told 
us. This remnant formed the orig-inal stem of the 
Christian church — Jesus Christ, himself a Jew, be- 
ing the root. This remnant composed, and still 
composes, some of the branches of the Christian 
tree. Into fellowship with this remnant, into 
participation with these branches, the first-con- 
verted Gentiles were admitted j and all converted 
Gentiles have been successively introduced. There 
is no such thing as a Gentile church : there is no 
such thing as a Jewish church : but elect Jews and 
Gentiles compose one church in Christ. 

Tliis distinction being thus clearly and scrip- 
turally established ; it will follow that many state- 
ments may be true concerning the nation generally, 
which, if applied specially to these selected indivi- 
duals, would not be true : and, that many state- 
ments may be true concerning these individuals 
specially, which, if extended to the nation, would 
not be true. This will admit of a familiar illustra- 
tion. We say concerning the British nation, that it 
is an educated nation ; and this is tnie : but if this 
be applied specially to certain individual English- 
men, who do not Itnow the letters of the alphabet. 
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it becomes fidse* Again, we say coneeming cer- 
tain Englishmen, that they are ignorant; and this 
is true : but if this saying be extended generally to 
the nation, it becomes false. Now, substitute 
Judah for England, and separation for education, 
and you hare these propositions. The Jews are a 
separate people ; true : but iq)ply this to those in- 
dividual Jews, who have been converted to Chris- 
tianity, and it becomes false* Again, scnne Jews 
have received Jesus as the Messiah, believed the 
goqxel, mixed with Gentile Christians, and lost 
their separate dharacter ; true : but extend this to 
the nation gen^uUy, and it becomes teiseJ^ 

This distinction meets, and, I think, fully an- 
swersy ike otgeetion already alhided to^ grounded 
upon the language of the apostles reis^ecting the 
unity of the church in Christ 

One of the peoulia^tiles of the mystery, which 
St» Pktul was specially commissioned to prodaim to 
the wotldf was, ^ that 1^ Gentiles should be fel* 
hwA^Mt A<id of the same body (^tnwtriafia) and par* 
taher$ oi his promifl^ in Christ by the gospel/' 
Accordingly} his language to Gentile converts is, 
^ Ye fuhe no longer strangers and foreigiieif«s but 
j(i^Hf>i^-citizens idUh the saints, and of the household 

^ Other individual Jews, besides those converted to the gospel, 
may have mingled with the surrounding population, without inva- 
lidating this statement : so that, granting those instances which 
Dr* Buchanan mentioas to hare been of the kingdom of Jodah, 
sttU our general positioii boUt good^-fisd Chrisiian Reaearches. 

E 2 
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of God. And are built upon the foundation of 
apostles ami prophets, Jesus Christ himself being 
the chief corner-stone. In whom all the building-, 
(obviously including- the Jewish saints,) fitly framed 
together, groweth unto an holy temple {one build- 
ing) in the Lord. In whom ye (Gentiles) also are 
builded together for an habitation of God, through 
the Spirit." 

Nothing can be more explicit than this language. 
The elect church is one, of whatever national ma- 
terials composed. Abraham and Polycarp, Moses 
and AthanasiuB, Jeremiah and Luther, are builded 
into one temple, united in one body, partakers of 
one promise in Christ, and sanctified by one Spirit, 
The mainspring of the godly character of Moses 
was, that he preferi^d the reproach of Christ to 
worldly wealth and honour. The mainspring of 
every Christian's character is the same. And St. 
Paul, addressing the Gentile Christiana of Galatia, 
Bays, " As many of you as have been baptized into 
Christ, have put on Christ. There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is 
neither male nor female : for ye are all one in 
Christ JesTis. And if ye be Christ's, then are ye 
Ahralw-nis seed, and heirs, according to the (one) 
promise."' It is obvious, however, that this one- 
ness of the election of God, composed of indivi- 
duals gathered out of all nations, presents no diffi- 
■ This oneness of the elect church, the Lamb's wife, (Com- 
pare Canticles vi. 9, My love, My undejilcd is but one, with Rev. 
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culty in the way of the national separation for 
which we argue. 

Thus we have cleared our way another step. 
The remnant of individuals selected from the Jews, 
in each age, and truly converted to the faith of Jesus 
of Nazareth, have certainly not continued a sepa- 
rate place. Neither are they, nor can they be, a se- 
parate church. They have been incorporated with 
the church of Christ, which knows nothing of dis- 
tinctions. But with the Jews, considered nation- 
ally J it is far otherwise. The wall of separation 
between them and other nations, is in no sense or 
degree broken down ; and our belief is, that as the 
language of our text never yet has ceased, so also 
it never will cease, to be applicable to them in the 
letter of it. 

In alleging this perpetual and manifest separation, 

zxi. 9,) supplies a formidable, I think, indeed, an unanswerable 
objection ^o the opinion advanced by some writers, that the 
faithful, under the Old Testament dispensation, and the faithful 
under the Gospel, are to be distinguished in the millennial king- 
dom : the latter, as the spiritual and glorified ; the former, as 
the spiritual, not yet glorified : the latter, as the New Jerusa- 
lem, which comes down from heaven ; the former, as the sub- 
ordinate kings and princes of the world. All the faithful com- 
pose one body. As many of the Gentiles as are of faithj are 
blessed with faithful Abraham.* This unbroken aggregate is the 
bride of the Lamb, the New Jerusalem ; and the subordinate 
dominion of the regenerated earth, is reserved, not for risen 
Jewish saints, but for the restored Jewish nation. 

* See Note C in the Appendix: 
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it is now obvious that we speak exclusively of the 

PEOPLE OF JuDAH CONSIDERED AS A NATION. 

III. Having eaid so much in explanation of what 
we mean, when we speak of the Jews being a aepa^ 
rate people during the times of the Gentiles ; let 
U8 now put the argument for their uninterrupted 
separation, into this form. 

As a matter of observation, we begin by saying, 
they are at this moment a separate people, scattered 
in all nations, yet ming-ling with none. This is a 
plain fact, which even ignorance herself, with all 
her hardihood, can scarcely deny. But how is this 
feet to be accounted for ? A modern writer on 
phyaiology, who labours to prove that man is mat- 
ter, and nothing else ; that the soul is oi^nized 
brain, and nothing else ; in his chapter on the 
causes of the varieties of the human species, finding 
the Jews, amongst other classes, forced upon his 
attention, thus cursorily disposes of this important 
question : — " The Jews exhibit one of the most 
striking instances of national formation, unaltered 
by the most various changes. They have been 
scattered for ages over the face of the whole earth ; 
but their peculiar religious opinions and practices 
have kept the race uncommonly pure." ' Now it 

'Laurence on Physiology, &c,, page 468, Edit. 3, 
It may be urged, that the writer's object was simply to enu- 
merate, among the varieties ot organizalionj that one exhibited 
by tliu Jews ; and not at all to discuss the question of why they 
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must be admitted, that this, so far, is not veiy phi* 
losophical. It is merely saying they are separate, 
because they are separate. The question is, how 
came they to adhere, so strictly, and so long, to 
their peculiar religious opinions and practices, 
under the varied circumstances of their outward 

coDtiDae a se^uirate people. To what parpose, then, is their 
separation spoken of at all ? Stif 1 more ; why ifi any reason as* 
signed for it ? The truth is, the separate state of the Jewish 
people, in opinion and practice, is too closely connected with 
the evidences for the inspiration of the Scriptures, to be a mat- 
ter of real, however it may be of affected, indifference to any of 
our modern Sadducees. That I am fully warranted in reckoning 
Mr. Laurence among this class, requires no proof, to any person 
acquainted with his writings. Let his criticism on the popular 
notion of life be tfiken as a specimen. (Page 52.) I forbear to 
transcribe it, for obvious reasons. The following passage, how- 
ever, from page 72, may, 1 think, be transcribed with advan- 
tage. It is characteristic of the school to which Mr. Laurence 
belongs, and it contains its own antidote. *^ Some hold, that 
an immaterial principle, and others, that a natural, but invisible 
and very subtle agent, is superadded to the obvious structure of 
the body, and enables it to exhibit vital phenomena. The former 
explanation will be of use to those who are conversant with im- 
material beings, and who understand how they are connected 
with, and act upon matter ; but 1 know no description of per- 
sons likely to benefit by the latter. For subtle matter is still 
matter; and if this ^e stuff cwi possess vital properties, surely 
they may reside in a fabric which differs only in being a little 
coarser. '^ With such passages in the body of his work, it is 
"^ain, or something worse, for Mr. Laurence, in his Introductory 
Reply to the Charges of Mr. Abemethy, to disclaim all inten- 
tion of interfering with the theological doctrine of the soul. 
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condition ? The Romans adopted the opinions and 
practices of the Greeks; the Goths those of the 
Romans : and when Christianity was promulgated, 
Greeks, and Romans, and Goths, adopted the opi- 
nions and practices of certain poor Galileans. How- 
ls it, then, that the Jews, scattered among all these 
nations, have kept aloof from them all, retaining 
their own peculiar opinions and practices ? Surely 
it is not too much to expect that a philosopher, in 
assigning any reason whatever for their so doing, 
would, if he could, give a better reason, than that 
they did so because they did so. And, therefore, 
surely it is not too much to conclude, that since he 
does not give a better, he has none better to give. 
And thus we perceive, how a well-informed, acute, 
and useftil man — a great man, so long as he con- 
fines himself to his legitimate sphere — ^unwittingly 
brings glory to God by his own discomfiture, when 
he presumes to assail that holy ground, which Je- 
hovah hath consecrated to place his name there- 
Mr. Gibbon ascribes the continued separation of 
the Jews to " the sullen obstinacy with which they 
maintained their peculiar rites and unsocial man- 
ners ;*' and which, he says, " seemed to mark them 
out a distinct species of men, who boldly professed, 
or who faintly disguised, their implacable hatred to 
the rest of human kind.'** Here the question re- 
curs — ^how came they thus sullenly, and obstinately, 
to maintain their peculiar rites ; while other na- 

■ Decline Imd Fall, &c. ch. xv. 
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tidns, larger^ and mightier, and more polished in 
erery human acquirement, gave up their peculiar 
rites ? The same writer, in another place, ascribes 
this to what he calls the selfish policy of the nation. 
Now, admitting that the circumstances of their 
separation secured to them some national adyan- 
tage, (the very reverse of which is the case,) s.till, to 
ascribe the continuance of that separation to a 
national policy, is to suppose a unity of purpose, 
and a persevering conformity to that purpose, 
among large bodies of men, who for ages have 
been free to think and act for themselves, and have 
had no communication one with another. If such a 
supposition had been made in favour of Christianity, 
our accomplished historian would have been one of 
the first to fasten upon it the fang of some well* 
turned sarcasm ; seeing how difficult, nay how im- 
possible it is, to get any set of men, (who may dif- 
fer without fear of an inquisition,) to agree either in 
purpose or practice, for any length of time, even with 
the advantage of uninterrupted communication. 

What shall we say then? Is the separation of 
the Jewish people up to this day, to be ascribed to 
accident, or to the special purpose and agency of 
Almighty God? To allege the former, when we 
contemplate the variety of their circumstances, rich 
and poor, learned and ignorant, their numbers, 
their ever-varying temptations to give up their 
offensive peculiarities, the extent and duration of 
their dispersion, and the diverse characters of the 
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nations amon^ whom they are dispersed : in the 
face of all these considerations, we repeat, to say 
that they are kept separate by accident, is to 
ascribe rather more to a happy combination of 
second causes, arriving by various means at the same 
end, than is altogether consistent with our hoasted 
rational scepticism, which takes nothing for granted. 
Except, indeed, that ae a love of eelf-indidgence, 
in despite of the remonstrances of conscience, lies at 
the root of infidelity, our sceptics have no objection 
to ascribe omniscience and omnipotence to acci- 
dent ; because, however skilful accident may have 
shown itself hitherto, they do not give it credit for 
the exercise of a final retributive justice ; and have 
therefore, no fear of being cast into hell by it. I 
am aware, that a celebrated modern penitent, him- 
self once a sceptic, says, that a love of sin does not 
always lie at the root of infidelity ;'' but I am com- 
pelled to difi^er from him } because He who knew 
infallibly the windings of the human heart, and 
their influence on the will and judgment, has de- 
clared distinctly, that " this is the condemnation ; 
that light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light ;" not because the evi- 
dence for the light is insufBcient, not because the 
rays of the light are contradictory, but " becoMse 
their deeds were ecil. For every one that doeth 
evil, hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, 

'' Evidence against Crtlholicism, pp. 6, 7. 



lest his deeds should be reprored.''^ To allege, on 
the contrary, that the 8q)aration of the Jewish 
people, is hj the flf^ecial purpose and agency of 
Almighly God, is to say no more than is Inti- 
mately proved by the undeniable facts, that pro^ 
phecies, accurately describing such a state of things^ 
were written in Hdbrew, translated into Greek, 
circulated amcmg the most enlighftened nations of 
the world, and so multiplied in copieSt as to render 
subsequent adaptation absolutely impossible; and 
all this previoiMi to the dispersion of the people 
from their own land. 

If then it be proved, that the separation of the 
Jews hitherto, is according to the divine purpose ; 
the argument, which supports itsdtf upon the sup^ 
position that their peculiarities as a people, recog- 
nized in the word of God, ceased at the time of 
Christ, falls to the ground. And if th^ peculiari^ 
ties did not cease at the time of Christ, then when 
did they cease ? And if not yet, then when will 
they cease ? We conceive, that the orms probandi 
is i^us liirly thrown upon those who deny the per<- 
petual separation of the kingdom of Judah to be a 
theme of divine prophecy* 

IV. But our case can be made stronger still; 
and we now proceed to state some of our direct 
reasons for believing, that as th^ Jewish nation 
have be^Q kept separate from all people until now, 

* St. John ill. 19, 20. 
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SO also they will be kept separate unto the end. I 
shall confine myself to three reasons for this belief, 
and state them as briefly as possible. 

First, it is predicted by Moses, and repeated by 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel, that the Jews should be a 
taunt, and a reproach, and a proverb, and a by- 
word, among all the nations whither the Lord their 
God would scatter them. (See Dent, xxviii. 37; 
Jer. xxiv. 8, 9; Ezek. v. 13, 14, 15.) Now it is 
manifest, that if at any time they should amal- 
gamate among the nations, lose their distinguishing 
peculiarities, become as the people among whom 
they are scattered, and cease to dwell alone, these 
prophecies would immediately cease to be applica- 
ble to them ; merging' in the tide of human so- 
ciety, they would no longer present, as they now 
do, a prominent object, miraculously sustained 
upon its surface, in despite of all the buffettings 
of its angry insulting waves. Proverbial reproach, 
then, is a revealed characteristic of their disper- 
sion ; but proverbial reproach necessarily implies 
continued separation; therefore, continued separa- 
tion is a revealed characteristic of their dispersion. 
This proves a certain continuance of separation, 
without doubt ; but how does it appear, that such con- 
tinuance is to endure till the close of the present 
dispensation ? — This leads to our second reason. 

It is copiously predicted, that the cup of the 
Ix)rd*8 anger shall continue in tlie hands of the 
Jews^ until the time appointed of the Lord, not 
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merely to take it out of their hand, but also to 
transfer it into the hands of those who, till then, 
Mall have oppressed them. The language declaring 
this, is grounded on the existing circumstances of 
the nation, in the days of the prophets. Edom who 
broke the yoke of his brother from off his neck, ac- 
cording to the prophecy of Isaac ; (Gen. xxvii. 40 ;) 
The Assyrian whocarried away Israel; (2 Kings xvii. 
andxviii ;) and Babylon, who held Judah in capti- 
vity, were the great types of all the subsequent ene- 
mies of the chosen nation, whether Romans, Turks, 
or professing Christians. The day of Jerusalem's 
recovery, is the day of their niin. In that day, it 
will be a righteous thing in the servants of the 
Lord, to execute unsparing destruction upon his 
and their, enemies. In the prophetic anticipation 
of that day. Psalm cxxxvii. seems to have been 
written. It opens with a description of Judah in 
the Babylonish captivity, maintaining his undi- 
minished affection for Zion ; and it concludes with 
these truly aMrful expressions, " Remember, O 
Lord, the children of Edom, in the day of Jeru* 
scUenif who said. Rase it, rase it, even to the founda- 
tion thereof. O daughter o( Babylon, who art to 
be destroyed, happy shall he be ^ that rewardeth 
thee, as thou hast served us. Happy shall he be 
that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the 
stones.'' 'At the time of Judah's restoration from 
Babylon, no event occurred, which can even be 
mistaken for the fulfilment of this fearful predic- 
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tion ; neither any thing typical of the event here 
predicted. For the typea of that day, we must 
look back to the deliverance of the Hebrews out of 
Kgypt, and their establishment in Canaan. They 
were kept in bondage, till the iniquity of the I^yp- 
tians was fiill j and they were delayed in the wil- 
derness, till the iniquity of the Amorites was full. 
So now, they are kept in dispersion and degra- 
dation, till the iniquities of the modem mysti- 
cal Edom and Babylon shall be full : and then 
fury shall be poured forth, and vengeance exe- 
cuted both by their own hands, as in the case of 
Joshua's exterminating conquests ; and by a greater 
hand than theirs, stretched out to fight for them, 
as in the case of Pharaoh's overthrow. Here 
quotations might be multiplied. (See laa. xlix. 
25, 26 ; and li. 21—23 ; Jer. xxx. 16, 17 ; Obad. 
15—22.) 

There is no intimation of any gradual mixing 
among their oppressors ; or of any the smallest 
mitigation of their oppression. On the contraiy, 
in the day that judgment is executed upon Baby- 
lon, Judah is described as arising from the dust 
of her disgrace and shame ; loosing the bands from 
her neck, and putting on her beautiful garments as 
God's holy city. Nothing can more clearly mark 
the separation of Judah from the nations in that 
day. That day of vengeance will be the termina- 
tion of the times of the Gentiles j as it is written, 
" Jenisalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, 
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until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.'' Then 
shall the holy city be trodden under foot no more : 
the power of the holy people shall no loiter be 
scattered : the king of fierce countenance, and 
understanding dark sentences, shall be broken 
without hands : the dominion shall be taken away 
from the ten horns of the fourth beast, including that 
little horn which^ during its appointed time, times, 
and dividing of a time, diall have worn out the 
saints $ ^'and the kingdom and dominion, and the 
greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, 
(that is, upon all the earth,) shall be given to the 
people of the saints of the Most High, whose 
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all do* 
minions shall serve and obey him.** (Luke xxi. 24 ; 
Dan* vii. and viii. and idL) 

A third consideratioii, which proves the separate 
condition of <lie Jews to the end of this dispensa- 
tion, is that prophetic argument of the s^ostle 
Paul, in which he concludes, that ^ die receiving <if 
the Jews again io God's favour, will be as life from 
thedeadf to the Gentile world." ^'llie conversion 
of the Jews is here described as being miwh more 
eminently benefiduJ to the .great collective body 
of the Gentiles, than was the conversion of those 
Gentiles^ who in the e^tolic age had embraced 
Christianity ; that is to say, the Gentiles collectively 
are represented to be much more benefited by the 
yet future conversion of the J#W6, than they were 
by that partial conversion of certain members only 
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tion ; neither any thing typical of the event here 
predicted. For the types of that day, we must 
look back to the deliverance of the Hebrews out of 
Egypt, and their establishment in Canaan. They 
were kept in bondage, till the iniquity of the Egyp- 
tians was full ; and they were delayed in the wil- 
derness, till the iniquity of the Amorites was full. 
So now, they are kept iu dispersion and degra- 
dation, till the iniquities of the modem mysti- 
cal Edom and Babylon shall be full : and then 
fiiry shall be poured forth, and vengeance exe- 
cuted both by their own hands, as in the case of 
Joshua's exterminating conquests ; and by a greater 
hand than theirs, stretched out to fight for them, 
as in the case of Pharaoh's overthrow. Here 
quotations might be multiplied. (See Isa. xliz. 
25, 26 ; and li. 21—23 ( Jer. xxx. 16, 17 ; Obad. 
15—22.) 

There is no intimation of any gradual mixing 
among their oppressore ; or of any the smallest 
mitigation of their oppression. On the contrary, 
in the day that judgment is executed tipon Baby- 
lon, Judah is described as arising from the dust 
of her disgrace and shame ; loosing the bands from 
her neck, and putting on her beautiful garments as 
God's holy city. Nothing can more clearly mark 
the separation of Judah from the nations in that 
day. That day of vengeance will be the termina- 
tion of the times of the Gentiles ; as it is written, 
" Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, 
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until the times of tbe Gentiles be fulfilled." Then 
shall the holy city be trodden under foot no more : 
the power of the holy people shall no longer be 
scattered : the king of fierce countenance, and 
understanding' dark sentences, shall be broken 
without hands: the dominion shall be taken away 
from the ten horns of the fourth beast, including' that 
little horn which, during its appointed time, times, 
and dividing- of a time, shall have worn out the 
saints ; " and the kingdom and dominion, and the 
greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, 
(that is, upon all the earth,) shall be given to the 
people of the saints of the Most High, whose 
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all do- 
minions shall serve and obey him." (Luke xxi. 24 ; 
Dan. vii. and viii. and xii.) 

A third consideration, which proree the s^arate 
condition of the Jews to the end of this dispensa- 
tion, is that prophetic argument of the apostle 
Paul, in which he concludes, that " the receiving of 
the Jews again to God's favour, will be as lifefrom 
the dead, to the Gentile world." "The conversion 
of the Jews is here described as being muck more 
eminently beneficial to the great collective body 
of the Gentiles, than was the conversion of those 
Gentiles, who in the apostolic age had embraced 
Christianity; that is to say, the Gentiles collectively 
are represented to be much more benefited by the 
yet future conversion of the Jews, than they were 
by that partial conversion of certain members only 
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of their own body, which has hitherto taken place. 
A great benefit, no doubt, was conferred upon the 
Gentiles, even by a partial admission into the 
church : for St. Paul styles this benefit the riches of 
the OentileSy and tjie reconciling of the world .- but 
then he contends, that an infinitely greater benefit, 
a benefit which he celebrates aa life from the dead, 
will be conferred upon them by the receiving of the 
Jews.'"* This could not be accomplished in any 
sense at all answering the magnitude of the ex- 
pressions, or harmonising with the drift of the 
apostle's reasoning, if tlie Jews were in the mean 
time to be mixed among the Gentiles, divested 
of their national peculiarities, and gradually, or 
even miraculously, converted to the Christian faith, 
in common with, or subsequent to, the Gentile 
world. We maintain, therefore, the uninterrupted 
application of the language of Balaam, " Lo ! the 
people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned 
among the nations." 

Seeing, therefore, upon the whole, that we have 
such proof, direct and indirect, of our general 
position J and such satisfactory answers to the 
objections urged against it, we settle into the per- 
suasion which has h&erv so eloquently and justly 
expressed, that as the Jews have been, so till 
the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled, they shall 
be, " like those mountain streams, which are said 
to pass through lakes of another kind of water, 
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and keep a native quality, to repel commixture; 
holding communication without union, and traced 
as rivers without banks, in the midst of the alien 
element which surrounds them ?'' 
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Luke xxi. 24. 



^^ Jerusalem shall he trodden down of the Gentiles ; 
until the times of the Gentiles hefvljilled.^^ 

Hitherto our subject has been the separation of 
the Jewish people from all the nations upon earth. 
1. The whole twelve tribes during the early pe- 
riods of their history : 2. The kingdom of Judah 
subsequent to the casting out of the ten tribes : and 
3. The people of Judah, considered nationally, and 
as distinguished from the election, which has in 
each succeeding age formed a part of the Christian 
church. And I hope it is not too much to say, 
that we have proved the separation hitherto of 
Judah as a nation, to be not by accident, nor by 
policy ; nor, in any sense, by the will of man ; but 
by the power, and according to the revealed pur- 
pose of Almighty God* And also, that such sepa- 
ration shall continue till the end of the times of 
the Gentiles. The next question is, What is then 
to be done with the Jewish nation ? Has God re- 
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vealed hia ftirther antentlphs! :c6nceming them? 
And if ;So, what are- those intentions? j ; ^ 
: Now, as the * .farther and inOTe gloi^ious predic/ 
tiona :: concerning" the Jew% stand closely con*- 
nekjted 'with the conclusion of the times of tha 
Grentiles, or this oiir existuig dispensation ; it Seemt 
necessary, in order ta avoid ainhiguitjr of express 
sion, and the misunderstahding inevitably conse^r 
qu^t thereupon, to consider, in passing, what we 
mean liy this pr^ent dispensation^ and what bui^ 
views are respecting its design, and the nature and 
peHod of its close. 

This, therefore," is our present subject j and; 
though it may perhaps appear,' at first sight, to be^ 
a digrei^on 60m the topic more immediately be-i 
fore us, /it will be found,: in the sequel, to be toq 
intimately blended with the Jewish question^ to be 
omitted in any thing ISce an orderly inquiry into 
the prophecies relative to the Jewish nation^ 

It is written, that, "there is a time for evety 
purpose under; h^aven.'^ (Eccles. iiii l^-^S.) Andasi 
in the affains of' men here enumerated^ so akb ia 
the gi^eM purpose of God, thete ml :b time for th0 
accompli&iimdcit of each part> * In ^ph Of thesd 
l^mes, ii^ Lord givBs out^ or dispenses a .portion 0f 
his eternal designir fHence ja: cUsp^aisatibn of reli^ 
gi)(M 'may be thus defined I'r-r A revelation of sOmei 
{f art.:o]^ parts . of the dtviiie ,will, icccrtapwuied by 
the ^^^formance of som4i:cc»'refiponding part qt 
parts of the divine plan* 

F 2 
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It will not be denied, that from the beginning*, 
or ever the mountains were brought forth, Jeho- 
vah had a plan in view, concerning" this world : 
not its commencement merely, hut its continuance 
also, and its termination ; according as it is writ- 
ten, " Known unto God are all his works from 
the foundation of the world."- A part of this plan 
was, that at some particular period, known only 
unto himself, and kept in hia own power, all the 
families of the earth should be blessed with the 
true and saving knowledge of God — the g^eat 
enemy of God and man being- bruised under the 
seed of the woman. This we know, by referring 
to the promises made to Adam and Abraham, as 
recorded in the book of Genesis. Our attention 
is then directed to the manner in which it has 
pleased God to proceed towards the accomplish- 
ment of this his gracious purpose. 

He did not make Eve the mother of the pro- 
mised seed of the woman, and so destroy the 
serpent at once, and make a short work upon the 
earth. — No I the promise was given ; but the per- 
formance of the thing- promised, was delayed. 
Meanwhile, however, some few of the families of 
the earth were blessed : they believed the promise; 
through faith they became interested in the benefit 
of its yet future accomplishment j and being influ- 
enced by the blessing, " they walked Avith God :" 
but the bulk of the inhabitants of the earth were 
still under the curse, led captives by the devil at 
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hm will, and working uncleanness with greecGness. 
This state of things continued, till the iniquity of 
man abounding in the earth, so moved Almighty 
God to anger, that he destroyed the guilty race, 
saving only the small family of his servant Noalu 
At that time, the promise to Adam, instead of 
being ftilfilled, or in apparently progressive fulfil- 
ment, seemed to be forgotten : nay more, it seemed 
to be contradicted. But God's ways are not as 
our ways ; neither is God's mode of proceeding to 
he judged of by what seems suitable to us. 

Again, when God called Abraham, and told 
him, that in his seed all the families of the earth 
should be bleased, he did not make Sarah the 
mother of the promised seed. Here, as before, 
the promise was given — ^but the performance de- 
layed. In the meantime, God separated to himself 
a people — a peculiar nation — and gave them in 
types and prophecies more and more clear instruc- 
tion respecting the execution of his plan. Some 
believed ; through faith, they became interested in 
the benefit of the yet ftiture accomplishment of the 
promise ; and, influenced by the same faith, they 
too "walked with God:" but the bulk of even 
that favoured nation, and all the rest of mankind, 
were still under the curse. Israel rebelled against 
the Lord, rejected his counsel, despised and per- 
secuted his messengers, and in the end, crucified 
his Son ; they so moved him to anger, that he cut 
them off from their privileges ; destroyed their 
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temple and city ; and dispersed them, in dis^ace 
and degradation, among the heathen. At that 
"time, the promise to Abraham, instead of being 
ililfiUed, or even in apparently progressive fulfil- 
ment, seemed to be forgotten j for the families of ^ 
the earth, instead of being blessed, were still under 
the wrath and curse of God. But God's ways are 
not as our ways. 

The promised seed was now indeed come : but 
BO unlike what liad been expected — so unlike the 
powerful One, who could bruise the serpent's head, 
and bless all the families upon the earth, that few, 
very few, recognized him as the seed : few, there- 
fore, derived any benefit from his coming ; the 
nation rejected him ; and thus the accomplishment 
of the promise made to Abraham was partly 
brought to pass, and partly delayed. The seed 
was come : the families of the earth were not 
blessed in him. 

Then it was, that in the wisdom of God, true 
religion was extended to other people and nations. 
Another portion of the Divine plan was dispensed. 
Another dispenaation was introduced. The glad 
tidings of salvation by the long predicted seed of 
the woman, were preached to the Greeks and Ro- 
mans, and other heathen nations, that the blessing 
of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles through 
Jesus Christ ; and then it seemed as though the 
whole of the great promises made to Adam and 
Abraham, and repeated bv all the prophets, were 



lACTURE III* 71 

about to be fulfilled: tl|e head of the serpeBt 

bruised ; all the families of the earth Messed ; and 

the whole world covered with.. the knowledge of 

the Lordi as the waters coyer tl^. sea I . . 

But experience, Bhould teach us^ that God^B 

mode of proceeding is not to be . judged of by 

what seems right to us. We see that the antedi* 

luvian dispensation held out a pro£qpect of the glo* 

rious promise of umversal blessedness being fulfiUedt 

But the time .was not yet^ • That dispentation fell 

short of the accomplishment. We see that in like 

manner the patriarchal and Leyitical. dispensations 

held out with increasing clearness, a prospect of 

the great promise being fulfilled* But ^tiU the timi^ 

was not yet fully come. Those dispensations fell 

short of it. Now we see this dispensation hold** 

ing out a still more animating prospect of the final 

promise being fulfilled* But let us take instruc* 

tion from what is past. Our dispensation also may 

&11 short of the glorious consummation $ and an* 

other change may take place, similar to the de-. 

struction of the world— similar to the rejection of 

the Jews. 

This is possible, to say no more : and whether it 
is the revealed purpose of God or not, deserves, at 
least, a fair inquiry. Is this dispensation under 
which we are living, the final dispensation, which 
will issue in the full performance of the divine plan 
of mercy to the whole world ? or, is it another iur 
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troductory dispensation, such as those which have 
preceded it ? 

The more coramon opinion is, that this ia the 
final dispensation j and that, by a more copious 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, it will magniiy it- 
self, and swell into the universal blessedness pre- 
dicted by the prophets, carrying with it Jewa and 
Gentiles, even the whole world, in one glorious 
flock, under one shepherd, Jesus Christ the Lord. 
This is reiterated from pulpit, press, and platform. 
It is the usual climax of missionary exhortation, or 
rather missionary prophecy. 

On the supposition that this is the truth, it must 
be admitted, that the accomplishment of the pro- 
mise has advanced, and is still advancing, very 
slowly ; and that even now, after eighteen centu- 
ries, comparatively little has been done ; for, al- 
though Christianity established itself on the down- 
fall of the most cultivated Paganism, with sufficient 
rapidity to convince every candid mind, that it was 
from God j yet in reference to the great promise 
affecting the whole world, its progress has hitherto 
been slow indeed. This, however, would of itself 
be no argument against our dispensation being the 
final one ; because slowness in the eye of man, 
is not necessarily slowness in the proceedings of 
God. 

But supposing this to be the final dispensation, 
the dawn of the day of universal blessedness, we 
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might expect to find the adyance of the lights 
though slow, yet progressive. Now it must in 
fairness he admitted, that the history of the Church 
of Christ does not answer to this expectation. 
Christianity has not heen holding her ground in 
the world while she advanced to further conquests. 
Her course resembles the emigrations of a pilgrim, 
rather than the triumphant establishments of a con- 
queror. From many places, where once she pre- 
sided in her beauty, she has departed without leav- 
ing even her name behind : from others all that 
was valuable about her is gone, and only a name 
remains. For look along her wake! Where is 
the apostolical church of Jerusalem over which 
James presided in the sober dignity of inspired 
wisdom ? Gone I The holy city is trodden down 
of the Gentiles. The crescent of the false pro- 
phet of Arabia waves over its walls. Where are 
the churches of Ephesus, of Smyrna, of Pergamos, 
of Thyatira, of Sardis, of Philadelphia, of Laodicea^ 
to whom the Spirit spake by the beloved disciple ? 
Gone I all gone I The name of Christian is indeed 
retained in some of those districts, but it is an 
empty name. Where are the churches of Carthage 
and Hippo Regius ? Gone 1 The voices of Cy- 
prian and Augustin find no kindred spirit to pro- 
long their echos on the shores of north-eastern 
Africa: even the very name of Jesus has been era- 
dicated from the barbarous soil. Where is the fair 
daughter of heaven, who appearing in the hired 



tion ; neither any thing typical of the event here 
predicted. For the types of that day, we must 
look back to the deliverance of the Hebrews out of 
Egypt, and their establishment in Canaan. They 
were kept in bondage, till the iniquity of the Egyp- 
tians was full ; and they were delayed in the wil- 
derness, till the iniquity of the Amorites was fiili. 
So now, they are kept in dispersion and degra^ 
dation, tiU the iniquities of the modem mysti- 
cal Edom and Babylon shall be full : and then 
fury shall be poured forth, and vengeance exe- 
cuted both by their own hands, as in the case of 
Joshua's exterminating conquests j and by a greater 
hand than theirs, stretched out to fight for them, 
as in the case of I'haraoh's overthrow. Here 
quotations might be multiplied. (See Isa. xlix. 
25, 26 ; and li. 21—23; Jer. xxx. l6, 1? ; Ohad. 
15—22.) 

There is no intimation of any gradual mixing 
among their oppressors; or of any the smallest 
mitigation of their oppression. On the contrary, 
in the day that judgment is executed upon Baby- 
lon, Judah is described as arising from the dust 
of her disgrace and shame ; loosing the bands from 
her neck, and putting on her beautiful garments as 
God's holy city. Nothing can more clearly mark 
the separation of Judah from the nations in that 
day. That day of vengeance will he the termina- 
tion of the times of the Gentiles; as it Is written, 
"Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, 
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until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.'' Then 
shall the holy city be trodden under foot no more : 
the power of the holy people shall no loiter be 
scattered: the king of fierce countenance, and 
understanding dark sentences, shall be broken 
without hands : the dominion shall be taken away 
from the ten horns of the fourth beast, including that 
little horn whichy during its appointed time, times, 
and dividing of a time, shall have worn out the 
saints $ ^'and the kingdom and dominion, and the 
greatness of the kii^om under the whole heaven, 
(that is, upon all the earth,) shall be given to the 
people of the saints of the Most High, whose 
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all do* 
minions shall serve and obey him.'* (Luke xxi. 24 } 
Dan* vii. and viii. and xjL) 

A third consideration, which proves the separate 
condition of the Jews to the end of this dispensa- 
tion, is that prophetic argument of the s^ostle 
Paul, in which he concludes, that ^ die receiving of 
the Jews again io God's favour, will be as lifi^from 
the deadf to the Gentile world." ^'llie 4;<»iverBion 
of the Jews is here described as being miwh mare 
eminently beneficial to the great collective body 
of the Gentiles, than was the conversion of those 
Gentiles^ who in the a^tolic age had embraced 
Christianity; that is to say, the Gentiles collectively 
are represented to be miwh mare benefited by the 
yet future conversion of the J^ws, dian they were 
by that partial conversion of certain members only 
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broader platform than is meet ; and having laid 
aside, as ultra and unnecessary, much of what ia 
forbidding- to the carnal mind; she has enticed 
multitudes to join hands with her, whose hearts 
are not right with her Lord, and who would never 
have made a show of joining her, had she adhered 
to the faithfulness of her lx>rd's truth, and the holi- 
ness of her Lord's example. It is not so much 
that genuine Christianity has increased ; as that a 
spurious mixture, diluted down to the palate of the 
world, is passing- current for the true. 

But granting the full extent of what some con- 
tend for, as to the increase of true religion in Eng- 
land J still, it cannot be maintained that Chris- 
tianity has been progressive, acquiring and retaining 
influence over the families of the earth. And in 
reference to the promise of universal blessedness, 
the fulfilment of which is anticipated under this dis- 
pensation, it is worthy of remark, that the inspired 
description of what all the families of mankind shall 
be, is not yet applicable (neither has it ever been) 
to even one single family in the most favoured city 
or village of Christendom : so that in order to com- 
plete the glorious work, the eff'ects produced must 
not only be enlarged in degree, but also become dif- 
ferent in kind. 

1 do not say that these considerations contain a 
proof of this dispensation not being the final one : 
but I certainly think that they are, at least, calcu- 
lated to excite in unjirejudited minds a suspicion 
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that it may not be : and that when compared with 
the histories of former dispensations, they supply 
strong presumptive evidence that it will not. At 
least, they should prevent any intelligent man from 
rejecting, dpriori^ and without examination, the 
opinion that it will not. 

What say the scriptures, then, 

L As to the design of this dispensalion f 
II. As to the termiridtion of it f 

I. When the gospel made progress among the 
Gentiles by means of the preaching of Paul and 
Barnabas ; that is, at the commencement of this 
dispensation, and wh6n a controversy arose at An- 
tioch respecting the circumcision of the Gentile 
converts ; a council of the apostolical church was 
called together at Jerusalem, to consider and deter-^ 
mine the point in dispute. In that council Peter 
referred to the special revelation by which he had 
been led, some time before, to go and preach in the 
house of Cornelius the Gentile centurion ; upon 
which James made the following remarkable com- 
ment : *' Simeon hath declared how God at the 
first did visit the Gentiles to take out of them a 

PEOPLE FOR HIS NAME.'* ( ActS XV. 14.) NoW if We 

believe (as we profess to do) that this is not merely 
the opinion of the apostle, but that he spake these 
words as he was moved by the Holy Ghost ; then 
we have hefe a distinct declaration of God himself 
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that the design <)f this dispensation is to take and 
save a people out of the Gentiles, which is certainly 
a very dilFerent thing from converting- and blessing 
all the families of the earth. On this point, proofs 
may be multiplied from the experience, the num- 
ber, and the character of the real disciples of Jesua 
Christ, as largely described in the New Testa- 
ment. 

Concerning the experience of true believers 
under this dispensation, we read, 2 Tim. iii. 12, 
" All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution ;" Matt. v. 11, " Blessed are ye when 
men shall revile you and persecute you, and shall 
say all manner of evil against you falsely for my 
sake j" also, John xv. 19, " If ye were of the 
world, the world would love his own; but because 
ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out 
of the world, therefore the world hateth you ;" 
Luke xii. 51 — 53, " Suppose ye that I am come 
to give peace on earth ? I tell you nay, but rather 
division : for from henceforth there shall he five in 
one house divided, three against two, and two 
against three. The father shall be divided against 
the son, and the son against the father ; the mother 
against the daughter, and the daughter against the 
mother ; the mother-in-law against the daughter- 
in-law, and the daughter-in-law against the mother- 
in-law ;" Matt. X. 3G, " And a man's foes shall be 
they of his own household." 

Concerning the number of true believers, we 



X,ECTUBE nf. 79 

read, Maft. xxli.'l4«^ ^* Many are called, but few 
are chosen f Matt vii. 13, 14, gl, 22, 23^ " Enter 
ye in at Hie strait gate, for wide is the gatci and 
broad is ^e way that leadeth to destruction, i^d 
many there be which go in thereat : because strait 
Is the gate, and narrow is the way which leadeth 
un*9 life^ and^^ew there he that find it Not every 
one that tsaith .unto me. Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
the kingdom of heav^ ; but he that doeth the vtiW 
61 my Eather which is in heayeft. Mar^ will say 
to. nie in that day. Lord, Lord, have we not pro* 
phesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast 
out devils ? and in thy naMe done many wonderful 
works ? And then will I profess unto them, 1 
never knew you, depart from ine ye that work 
iniquity/' 

.r^Conceming the character of true believers, we 
read, 1 John ii, 15, ** Lqvo not the Irorld, neither 
the things of: tike world. If any man love th^ 
world,^^ the love o^ thl^ Fathclr is not in him ;** James 
iv» 4, " The friendship of the Wrld is enmity with 
6od,:whoso^ver th^refdre^ will be a friend of the 
wdi^d, he is^th^: ettemy- of God;** 2 Cc«f. vi. 17, 
<* liVlierefore^come dtit from among them and be ye 
separate, «a^ the Lord/' ' << And I beseech you 
by thermercies ot.Qody saith<the i^Ostle, ^f that 
ye bte not conformed to^ thk i^ofld/' (Rom. xiii 

• i v^These ^passi^e^ of scripture avowedly belong to 
this dispensation. They have applied in every a^ 
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and do still apply to the true disciples of the Lord 
Jesus. On the supposition that we have rightly 
interpreted the language of James at the council of 
Jerusalem, and that the design of this dispensation 
is to take a people out of the Gentiles ; these scrip- 
tures will continue to apply till the end of this dis- 
pensation : but'on the supposition that the dispen- 
sation is to enlarge itself, by degrees, into the uni- 
versal blessedness predicted by the prophets ; then 
these scriptures will not continue to apply ; and 
who is to determine at what point of the progress 
they cease to be applicable ? If the world become 
Christian, the world will no longer persecute 
Christians. If all the families of the earth be 
blessed with eternal life, the way of life will be no 
longer narrow. If the world become Christian, 
then Christians cannot separate from the world. 
It is obvious that in the passage from our present 
state to a state of universal holiness ; these charac- 
teristic sayings of the New Testament must cease 
to have any application, and become obsolete, not 
to say false : and again, I ask, who is to determine 
at whatj)oint of the progress they cease to apply? 
If it be answered, when the more favourable cir- 
cumstances of the church cease to require them : 
the question recurs, who is to judge of those cir- 
cumstances? Some persons in this country think 
that already true religion is not thus exposed to 
hatred and enmity, but only extravagance and en- 
thusiasm, provoking a cross for themselves : while 
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others consider such an opinion as a proof that 
those who hold it are themselyes ignorant of what 
true religion is. We maintain, therefore, that as 
the statutes of the book of Leviticus continued 
binding until another plain and direct communica- 
tion from the God who gave them, showed that they 
were superseded, and a better order of things in- 
troduced ; so these scriptures, describing the expe- 
rience, the number, and the character of the Lord's 
people under this dispensation, must continue ap- 
plicable, till another plain and direct communication 
from him who gave them, shall show that they are 
superseded, and a still better order of things intro- 
duced. .This communication we expect at the 
second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and, con- 
sequently, we conclude, that we have no reason 
to expect, until the coming of the Lord, any such 
change in the aspect of the church, as would fal- 
sify or neutralize these statements of the New Tes- 
tament. 

But then, let us not be misunderstood. While 
we thus declare our conviction that the present dis- 
pensation is for an elect church only ; we do not for 
a moment imagine that God's final purposes of 
mercy towards the world are to be limited to this 
election. Far otherwise. To suppose that because 
this dispensation is for the salvation of a remnant, 
therefore there will be no subsequent and wider 
salvation, would be as absurd as it would have been 
for an ancient Jew to suppose, that because his dis- 
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pensatioii was for a particular people, therefore no 
other people could have true religion extended to 
them. No, my brethren, we joyfully maintain, 
that the saving' mercy of God in Christ Jesus will 
eventually extend over the length and breadth of 
the whole world ; and be experienced in the circle 
of every family then on the earth. We maintain, 
that the death of Christ is a fiill, perfect, and suffi- 
cient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the sine 
of the whole world ; and that eventually salvation 
will prove co-extensive with redemption, that is, 
so far as respects the then population of the whole 
world. We say the then population of the world : 
for we utterly reject the ensnaring heresy of the 
universalists, which seems to be Satan's gilded 
bait to allure and destroy by unsanctified benevo- 
lence. This throws light upon the controverted 
question of the extent of redemption. Redemption 
is not salvation to any '. neither is it unto salvation 
to all who are redeemed. It is done, not to human 
persons or sins, whether few or many, but to the 
character and government of God. Does God 
take account of sin, by relative quantity, as we do ? 
Surely not. Pf^lwsoever shall keep the whole law, 
saith the Lord, and yet offerid in one point, he is 
guilty of aJL To redeem a transgressor against 
one point, therefore, demands a price as rich, as to 
redeem a transgressor against all. And by parity 
of reasoning, if all mankind have transgressed 
against the whole law; to redeem one transgressor 
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« 

d^nands a price as rich as to redeem ^U mankind : 
and the redemption of all men demands no more 
tiian would be indispensable for the redemption c^ 
one man. There is no place in this hnmch of the 
subject^ for the consideration of relative quantities 
of sm, or relative numbers of sinners. 

Salvation is quite a di£G»rent subject^ and is, i&t 
the present, confined to a i^ecific number oS, per- 
sons elected out of mankind in Christ* Thu9 the 
doctrine of this dispensation corresponds with the 
history of the church : while, at the same time» a 
redemption is prepared, of sufficient value, to meet 
the demands of the '^ dii^ensatioB of the fulness of 
times,** (Epb. i. 10.) 

Our judgment, therefore, is, (and, we think, not 
without evidence, yea, not without proof,) that the 
design of the jH'esent dispensation is not the con- 
version of the Gentile world, but the calling of an 
elect people out of the Gentiles to the knowledge 
of God and salvation by Jesus Christ. In con- 
^rmation of this view, I rerert to what has been 
already stated, and observe, that if this be the design 
of the dispensation, then we see the progressive 
accomplishment of that design in the history of the 
church. 

Another design of this dispensation is revealed 
to us, by comparing Deut. xxxiL 2i, wifth Rom. x. 
19, and xi. 11. " They have moved mc to jea- 
lousy with that which is not God, they have 
provoked me to an^er with their vankies: and 
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I Will move them to jealousy with those which 
are not a people ; I will provoke them to anger 
with a foolish nation." " But I say. Did not Israel 
know? First Moses saith, I will provoke you to 
jealousy by them that are no people, and by a 
foolish nation I will anger you." " I say then. 
Have they stumbled that they should fall? God 
forbid : but rather through their fall salvation 
is corae unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them (the 
Jews) to jealousy." From hence, we learn, not 
only that extending the blessings of the gospel to 
the Gentiles, would, in the first instance, excite the 
anger, and jealousy, and enmity of the Jews; but, 
also, that eventually the Jews, being recovered from 
their judicial stupidity and carelessness about the 
things of God, and perceiving the Gentiles to be 
in possession of the riches of the Messiah; -would 
be moved to a holy emulation, that they might not 
be surpassed in the service of Jehovah by any 
people. 

To this agree the words of our Lord ; " Jeru- 
salem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles until 
the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled ;" by which it 
is clearly implied, that when the times of the Gen- 
tiles are fulfilled, Jerusalem shall not be trodden 
down any longer. And it is equally clear, that 
until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled, all 
attempts to raise up Jerusalem as a nation must 
fail. We say, as a natio7i, because individuals may 
be converted, and Christians may be, as they have 
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been, the favoured inJstruments of doii^ what the 
apostle to the Gentiles laboured and prayed for, 
that is, of saving some. 

Thus, as during the times of the Jews, " all were 
not Israel who were of Israel :" the whole nation 
being called, but only a remnant really chosen and 
saved ; so now, during the times of the Gentiles, 
all are not Christian who are of Christendom : all 
are called, but only a few are chosen and saved. 
The way of life is narrow for the present ; but we 
are waiting for the glorious appearing of the great 
God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ, who will bruise 
the serpent's head, restore the Jews, and cause the 
whole Gentile world to flow together to the glory 
of the Lord, as manifested in the nation of Israel. 
This harmonizes the scriptures, and provides for 
the rich abounding mercy of Jehovah to the world, 
in due time; without attempting to mar the sym- 
metry of the gospel, or to stretch this dispensation 
beyond its revealed measure. God concluded the 
Jews in unbelief saving a remnant. He will con- 
clude Christendom in unbelief saving a remnant. 
And when he hath concluded all in unbelief, and 
secured to himself for ever the acknowledgment of 
every creature, that salvation is of grace, then he 
will have mercy upon all 1 " G ! the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God, 
how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways 
past finding out.''-Rom. xi. passim. 

These then, we conceive, are the designs of the 
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present dispensation — 1. To take a people out of 
the Gentiles. 2. To provoke the Jews to jealousy 
— so making way for tlie restoration and conver- 
sion of the Jewish nation, and the salvation of the 
whole heathen world. 

11. With respect to the termination of the times 
of the Gentiles, it may be considered either as to 
its nature, or as to its dftte. 

1. The nature of it -will be to all Christendom, 
what every day of it is to some individuals in 
Christendom ; that is, b separation, everlasting sal- 
vation to some, the damnation of hell to others. 
Of this most important and alarming statement we 
have, what appears to me, direct and satisfactory 
proof In the ancient prophecies, in the parables of 
our Lord, and in the apostolical epistles. 

In the ancient prophecies. — The chief enemies 
of the Jewish nation, during the times of the Jews, 
were Edom and Babylon. Edom, who shook off 
the yoke of Jacob according to the prophecy of 
Isaac : and Babylon, who held Judah in a seventy 
years' captivity. It is the general opinion of the 
Christian church, that the Jewish nation was at 
least in one point of view, a type of the true spiri- 
tual church of Christ ; whence the application so 
constantly made of the Old Testament promises, to 
what is called the spiritual Israel of God. Upon 
the same principle, we maintain, that the enemies 
of the Jewish nation were types of the enemies of 
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the church of Christ, and make a similar applica- 
tion of the Old Testament denunciations of wrath 
against what we call the spiritual or mystical Baby- 
lon, or £dom, or Moab. The circumstances of the 
times in which the prophets livedo supplied a lan- 
guage, in the use of which, as applicable to those 
times and circumstances, the Holy Ghost overruled 
the mouths of the prophets to speak of greater 
things than those. Thus, in the opening of the 
sixty-third chapter of Isaiah, the language is swelled 
far beyond the description of any literal victory 
which the Jews ever gained, under any of their 
leaders, over £dom or Babylon. 

" Who is this that cometh from £dom, with dyed 
garments from Bozrah ? this, that is glorious in his 
apparel, travelling in thef greatness of his strength ? 
^I, that speak in righteousness, mighty to save. 
Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy 
garments like him that treadeth in the winefat ? — 
I have trodden the winepress alone, and of the 
people there was none with me : for, I will tread 
them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury, 
and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my gar- 
ments, and I will stain all my raiment ^ for the day 
of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of my 
redeemed is come." This passage is usually ap- 
plied to our Lord Jesus Christ, at his first coming 
to make an atonement for sin ; but will the lan- 
guage bear such an application ? At that time, 
our Lord shed his own blood only. Here he is 
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Ueecribed as stained wilh the blood of his enemiea. 
At that time, he manifested his loving kindness and 
tender inercy towards his enemies, making inter- 
cession for them even in the agonies of death. 
Here he is described as treading them down in his 
anger, and trampling them in his fury. At that 
time, peace, and love, and free forgiveness, were in 
his heart towards the vilest of sinners, evidenced in 
his reception of the expiring thief. Here he is de- 
acribed as having the day of vengeance in his heart. 
When, therefore, it is maintained that for their 
blood we should read h-is blood ; that for anger and 
ftiry, we should read loving-kindness and tender 
mercy ; and that for vengeance, we should read 
free forgiveness, and undeserved love — then, it may 
also be maintained, that the passage before us ap- 
plies to the first coming of our Lord in his humili- 
ation unto death. But, until these errata, in the 
language of Isaiah, shall be pointed out on suffi- 
cient authority to alter the text, we must espouse 
the contrary opinion, and maintain, that the pas- 
sage before us applies to a very diiferent coming of 
our Lord, at a period predicted by himself, when 
he shall say concerning those enemies of his, who 
would not have him to reign over them, " bring 
them forth, and slay them before me!" (Lukexix. 
15—270 

Thus also, in Jeremiah I. and li. throughout, the 
great idolatrous apostacy of the times of the Gen- 
tiles, is denounced by the same name of Babylon, 
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and with the same details of yengeance which are 
afterwards reiterated by the apostle John, long 
after the literal Babylon had ceased to exist. - Com- 
pare Rev. xviii. with' Jer. 1. and li. On this theme 
of dreadful judgments to be inflicted upon the 
enemies of God, at the close of this dispensation, 
when the Jewish nation shall be restored, and the 
saints gloriously saVed, the prophets are peculiarly 
full and explicit. Nothing, indeed, can be more 
clear, than that the times* of the Gentiles will end 
in a great separation. We have further proof- 

In the parables of oiir Lord. — In the parable of 
the Tares and the Wheat, which is written and ex- 
pounded in Matt. xiii. Jesiis describes the mixture 
of the children of the kingdom, and the children of 
the wicked one, as continuing all along till the 
harvest ; which harvest is expounded to mean the 
end, not of the material world rou Kwrfwv, but 
of this dispensation or age, rou aio^voc roi;rov, and 
then the separation — the tares bound in bundles 
to be burned, and the wheat gathered into the 
barn. 

In like manner, in the parable of the net that 
was cast into the ^ea, and gathered of every kind ; 
which, when it was full, they drew to the shore, 
and sat down and gathered the good into vessels, 
but cast the bad away : so shall it be at the end of 
the world, (here again the expression is auavog, the 
age, or dispensation,) the angels shall come forth, 
and sever the wicked from among the just, and 
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shall cast them into the furnace of fire : there shall 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

So also in the parable of the ten Virgins, we find 
a separation at the end of the dispensation, or, in 
other words, at the coming of the Son of Man. 
" Five of them were wise, and five were foolish;" 
*' they all slumbered and slept ;" " the bridegroom 
came ; the wise went in with him to the marriage, 
and the door was shut." " Afterwards, came also 
the other virgins, saying. Lord, Lord, open to U8 ; 
but he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, 
I know you not." This is even more alarming 
than the former : because this applies to the state of 
the professing church in Christendom, as distin- 
guished from the nations generally ; and it shows 
us that the true remnant, who enter into the joy 
of their Lord, will fall sbort, not only of the world 
commonly so called, but also of the seemingly reli- 
gious world. 

My brethren, take heed unto yourselves ; in 
Jesus Christ there is salvation for you ; and nowhere 
else : his blood cleanseth from all sin, and nothing 
else can cleanse from any sin ; his righteousness jus- 
tifieth from all things, and nothing else can justify 
from any thing ; he is a complete Saviour, and there 
is no Saviour but he ; a just God and a Saviour 
there is none else. Depend on him, venture on 
him, yea, venture wholly without hesitation or re- 
eerve, coimting all your own best righteousness 
but us dross and dung^ that you may win Jesus 
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Chrkt, and be found in Jesus Christ. And now, 
brethren, I say unto you, " Watch, for ye know 
neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of 
man cometh.'* 

Here it is objected, that the parable of the 
Leaven gives a different view of this subject ; 
and represents the assimilating process of the gos* 
pel as continuing, till the whole is leavened. In 
reply to which I observe, that the quantity of meal 
in which the leaven is described as being hid, is a 
definite and smaU quantity — three measures : while 
the field in which the tares are described, is inde- 
finitely the world, o koo/ioc ; which circumstance has 
induced commentators to apply the one parable to 
the mixed aspect of the gospel kingdom, as set up 
in the world ; the other, to the progressively sanc- 
tifying nature of it, as it is set up in the heart of 
the individual. • In adopting this distinction, there- 
fore, we are not fi'aming an ingenious device, to 
support our scheme, but simply following Mr. Scott 
and others, in the solution of a difficulty which has 
been felt, wholly independent of the subject now 
before us, and in order to avoid making the parables 
contradict one another ; and, it is obvious, that this 
distinction wholly removes that objection to our 



* See Scott on Matt. xiii. 33. If this distinction be correct, 
then in the three measures of meal^ there may, perhaps, be an 
allusion to the three component [mrts of each individual, as 
enumerated by the apostle, 1 Thess. v. 23* 
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general view, which ia grounded upon the parable 
of the leaven. 

The conclusion, then, which we would draw is, 
that the termination of the times of the Gentiles 
will be a separation of the saints from the ung-odly, 
of the just from the unjust, similar to the separation 
of Lot from the men of Sodom ; accompanied, also, 
with a dreadful judgment upon Christendom, simi- 
lar to that upon the cities of the plain. This conclu- 
sion is confirmed by the memorable words of our 
Lord, (Lnkexyii. 26 — 30,) " And, as itwa-s in the 
days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the 
Son of Man. They did eat, they drank, they married 
wives, they were given in marriage, until the day 
that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, 
and destroyed them all. Likewise, also, as it was 
in the days of Lot, they did eat, they drank, they 
bought, they sold, they planted, they builded. 
But, the same day that Lot went out of Sodom, it 
rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and de- 
stroyed them all. Even thus fihall it he in the day 
when the Son of Man is revealed." We have fur- 
ther proof — 

In the apostolical epistles. Paul says to the 
Thessalooians, " Yourselves know perfectly, bre- 
thren, that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief 
in the night. For when they shall say, peace and 
safety, then sudden destruction shall come upon 
them, as travail upon a woman with child ; and 
they shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not 
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in darkhess, that that day should orertake you as 
a thief ; ye are all the children of light, and the 
children of the day ; we are not of the night, nor 
of darkness ; therefore let us not sleep, as do others, 
but let us watch and be sober.** — " Seeing it is a 
righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation 
to them that trouble you j and, to you who are 
troubled, rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall 
be revealed from heaven, with his mighty angels, in 
flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know 
not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ ; who shall be punished with ever- 
lasting destruction, from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power, when he shall 
come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired 
in all them that believe (because our testimony 
among you was believed) in that day.** Here a 
separation is marked between the church and the 
world, in that day, as wide as between light and 
darkness — salvation and destruction. These pas- 
sages addressed to Gentile converts are of the 
utmost importance : for whereas the coming of the 
Son of Man, spoken of by our Lord himself, is 
commonly interpreted to apply exclusively to the 
destruction of Jerusalem ; it cannot be maintained 
that the apostle referred to that event when writing 
to Christians in Greece, who were in no way inte- 
rested in the fall of the holy city. The chronolo- 
gical marks contained in Q Thess. ii. put this be- 
yond any reasonable doubt. 
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2. We have now further to consider the date of 
the close of this dispensation. On this point I shall 
not enter npon the grounds for direct chronological 
calculations, with which it has pleased God to sup- 
ply the church, and whereunto they that are wise 
and learned do well that they take heed. I confeBS 
that I have no confidence in any of the interpre- 
tations upon this point, which have as yet been 
given to the church : nor do I see my way to the 
proposal of any thing more satisfactory. I obserre, 
however, upon the relative date of the termination 
of the times of the Gentiles; that it will synchro- 
nise with the restoration of the Jewish people, and 
precede the introduction of millennial blessedness. " 

The proof of this has been anticipated ; for, if 
Jerusalem be trodden down till the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled, those times must be fulfilled, 
when Jerusalem is lifted up ; and if, as we have 
Been in the parable of the Tares and the Wheat, a 
continued mixture of good and bad growing toge- 
ther, be a characteristic of this dispensation, then 
this dispensation cannot include a period when all 
will be good ; and consequently, it must end be- 
fore the millennium begins. This supplies the true 
answer to those who allege, that the descriptions of 
separation given above at the comuig of the Son of 
Man, apply to a period subsequent to the mil- 
lennium, when a great falling off will have taken 

■■ See Mr. Faber's Sermon, before the Jews' Society, in 1823, 

where thia subject is ably discussed, - '.■'«"'. 
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place : * for, however the question may be deter- 
mined, concerning the condition and character of 
the nations of the earth during the millennium, it is 
clear, that our Lord's description of the state of the 
field until the harvest j and the description which 
the prophets have given of the prevalent, if not ab- 
solutely universal righteousness of the millennial 
nations, cannot, without violence, be applied to 
the same period/ 

^^ In a Yolume of Sermonb by the late Mr. Milner, published 
for the benefit of the Church Missionary Society, this view of 
the subject is advanced, but without any attempt at argu- 
mentative support. (Pages 268 — 272.) 

•* Matt. xiii. 24—30; 36—43. Let both grow together 
UNTIL the harvest. The harvest is the end of this dispensation, 
when the Son of Man will return with the holy angels, who are 
the reapers. Let both tares and wheat grow together, is 
characteristic of the whole period of the Lord's absence. Now, 
I ask, is this phrase, let both grow together, equally charac- 
teristic of the millennium, and of this dispensation? If it be 
answered, yes ; 1 cannot for a moment dispute that such a mil- 
lennium will precede the coming of the Lord : we have it already. 
The millennium predicted by the Holy Ghost, is not, however, 
so motley a concern as this would make it. Its characteristics 
are, the people shall be all righteous — they shall all know the 
Lord, from the least of them unto the greatest of them. They 
shall TCot hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain. The earth 
shall be covered with the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea. From the rising of the sun, even unto the going 
down of the same, my nxim^ shall be great among the Gentiles ; 
and in EVERT place incense shall be offered unto my name, and 
a PURE offering ; for my name shall be great among the heathen, 
saith the Lord of hosts. These, and similar predictions, mani- 
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I forbear from any detailed application of the 
subject at present ; simply observing, that if this 
view of the dispensation be indeed scriptural — and 
if, instead of being in the dawn of wide-spreading 
improvement, making progress towards the meri- 
dian of millennial righteousness, Christendom be 
really on the eve of a tremendous overthrow — then 
nothing can be more obvious than the connexion 
between this view of the subject, and the watchful- 
ness of the church of Christ : what he said to his 
immediate disciples, he says to us all, Watch I 

festly describe a state of things contrasted with the present. 
That state is the millennium. The tares must be removed pre- 
vious and preparatory to the millennium. The season of the 
removal of the tares is the harvest. The harvest is the period 
of the Lord's coming with the holy angels. Consequently, the 
Lord's coming must be previous and preparatory to the millennium. 
It may be here remarked, how every sectarian eflTort to get 
what is called a pure church, is a petty attempt to antedate the 
millennium by the removal of the tares. In all such attempts, 
the wheat also is removed, or tares are mistaken for wheat, or 
both, and the scheme proves abortive. A visible church, and 
open communion, correspond with our Lord's — let both grow 
together until the harvest. Then, indeed, " the ungodly shall 
not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of 
the righteous." 
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Leviticus xxvi. 40—42. 



« 



If they shall confess their iniquity^ and the inu 
quity of their fathers^ with their trespass that 
they trespassed against m^, and that also they 
have walked contrary unto me. And that I 
also have walked contrary unto therrij and have 
brought them into the land of their enemies ; if 
then^ their uncircvmdsed hearts he hvmbledj and 
they then accept of the punishment of their ini-^ 
quity : then will I remember my covenant with 
Jacobs and also my covenant with Isa>a^ ; and also 
my covenant with Abraham will I remember ^ and 
I will remember the land.** 



We have now considered the separation and the 
depression of the Jewish people. Their separation 
from the commencement of their history, including, 
first, the whole twelve tribes, then the kingdom of 
Judah as distinguished from the outcasts of Israel, 
and subsequent to the time* of Messiah, the same 
kingdom of Judah considered nationally, as dis- 
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tinguislied from the remnant of individuals con- 
verted in each succeeding age to the faith of Christ 
— their depression, during the times of the Gen- 
tileB, called by our Lord, in Matthew xxiv. 29, 
" the tribulation of those days," or as it is ex- 
pressed in the parallel passage in Luke xxi. "Jeru- 
Balem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until 
the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled." 

We have further considered what we are to un- 
derstand by this expression, the times of the Gen- 
tiles ; and advanced some arguments in proof of 
the opinion that the dispensation under which we 
now live will end in like manner as the times of 
the antediluvian dispensation, and the times of the 
Jewish dispensation ended ; being designed for the 
separation of an elect church from amongst the 
nations, which is to find its completion in the 
return of Christ, its head, previous to the introduc- 
tion of that glorioius purpose of universal mercy 
which Jehovah has revealed towards our fallen 
World. 

We thus advanced in our subject to the conclu- 
sion of this present dispensation ; and then, and 
there, we found the Christian churches apostate, 
and ruined ; a remnant only being saved : then 
and there also, we found the Jews a separate peo- 
ple. We now repeat our question, what is then 
to be done with the Jews? Has God revealed his 
further intentions concerning them ; and if so, what 
are those intentions? : l ' ( tMi.*j(tt.L 
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This leads us into the region of simple^ unas* 
sisted prophecy. As long as we had history and 
observation for our companions, we had an occa- 
sional, and, I must be bold to add, an unanswer- 
able appeal to them: but now, we go where no 
man can follow^ who requires any farther proof 
than the simple dictum of the Holy Scriptures^ 
thus saiih the Lord. We enter upon a narrow 
path^ clearly traced, indeed, by the inspiring hand 
of the Holy Ghost, that glorious, ready writer, 
whose pens are the prophets ; but not admitting c^ 
any excursive corroboration. History, however, 
is rtill of use to us y because, containing the fulfil- 
ment of somd prophecies, it contains, at the same 
time, a guide to the interpretation of the prophetic 
language : and it is of use still further, so far as 
the prophets themselves point to it, as typical, or 
88 containing analogical similitudes. Analogies 
and types, drawn from revelation itself, cannot of 
course be expected to have any influence upon the 
minds of those who deny the ifivine authority of 
that revelation \ and as I have reason (from various 
private letters lately received) to believe that some 
such persons are here present, and have followed 
the subject with us thus iwr ; I would now, with 
earnestness and much affection, entreat them, as my 
beloved brethrien and fellow-sinners in Adam, to 
revert to what has been briefly said upon the fact 
c^ the i^paration of th« Jews from all nations, unto 
this day ; and with solemn candour to come to a^ 

h2 
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resolute determination of mind upon the argnments 
there adduced; remembering, that it is not the Shib- 
boleth of a party amungst men tliat is at stake ; but 
their own everlasting" salvation, both body and soul. 
The condition of such persons is truly appalling. In 
the good providence of God, they have been bap- 
tized in the name of his dear Son, and have had the 
oracles of his truth intrusted to their care, and 
pressed upon their perusal : they have thus been 
transferred from the wide waste of Tyre and Sidon, 
into the cultivated enclosure of Chorazin and Beth- 
Baida. But they have despised the baptism; they 
have resisted the Holy Ghost ; they have neglected, 
nay even denied the Scriptures : under the watch- 
ful care of the husbandman, they have proved 
barren cumberere of the ground ; yea, worse, they 
have been as noxious weeds, distilling poison, and 
blighting, by their baneful influence, many a fair 
and promising flower. They cannot stand in the 
judgment, absolutely, as ignorant and comparatively 
irresponsible heathen men : no, they must appear 
before God relatively as deserters and apostates. 
May the abounding mercy of Jehovah, in Christ 
Jesus, whom they deny, be extended to them with 
power, now while it is yet time; pardoning all their 
sins, including this deadly sin of unbelief : and may 
the Holy Ghost graciously guide them into the 
saving truth of the Holy Scriptures ! 

With the great majority, however, amongst us, 
timn sttith the Scripture, is all sufficient prof)f. Our 
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difBculty is in ascertaining unequivocally what the 
Scripture does say ; and our differences of opinion, 
one from the other, are differences of interpretation 
only, not of standard. 

The question now before us is. What has God 
revealed concerning his purposes towards the Jews, 
at and subsequent to the termination of the times of 
the Gentiles f An adequate answer to this inquiry 
would include a great variety of particulars. On the 
present occasion, let us specially consider their 
PENITENCE IN THEIR DISPERSION, Rs immediately 
leading to their restoration to the land of their 
forefathers. 

They shall acknowledge their iniquity, and the 
consequent righteousness of God*s chastisements: 
they shall recognize his hand, in their dispersion 
among their enemies : they shall accept their 
punishment from him, as a token of holy love ; and 
they shall cry to him for deliverance out of their 
distresses. These shall be the begrinninp in them 
of the manifestation of God's sovereign mercy 
towards them, preparatory, and immediately ante- 
cedent to their restoration. This state of mind 
and heart is frequently spoken of, as the obviously 
implied condition, upon the performance of which 
their restoration hangs suspended: but God has 
graciously made the condition of one promise, the 
subject matter absolutely of another j thus pledging 
himself to work in them, all that he requires from 
them. 
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I. In support of these positions, I appeal, in the 
fii'st place, direttlj', to the language of the predic- 
tions, in it9 natural and obvious meaning-. The 
subject is fully stated in our text, and the verses 
immediately connected with it. The dispersion 
and misery of the people after the destruction of 
their city, (that is, as I think, and shall endeavour 
to prove in its place, their present dispersion,) being 
largely predicted up to verse 39, it is written at 
verse 40, If they shall confess their iniquity^ and 
the iniquity of theii' fathers, with their trespass that 
tk^ have trespassed against me, and that also they 
have walked contrary to me, (Tiere ia their acknow- 
ledgment of their national guilt:) ond that I also 
have walked contrary to them, and have brought 
them into the land of their enemies : (here is their 
recognition of God's hand in their dispersion :) 
j^ then their uncircumcised hearts be humbled, and 
they then accept of the punishment of their iniquity — 
(here is their subm^sion of heart, acquiescing in, 
instead of resisting their punishment) — then will 
I remember my covenant with Jacob, and also my 
covenant with Isaac, and also my covenant with 
j4braham will I remember, and I will remember 
THE LAND : — (here is the promise put conditionally, 
depending for its fulfilment upon this state of peni- 
tence being produced in the nation.) The desola- 
tion of the land is reiterated in the next verse, (43) 
and then (i^, 4^) the promise is put absolutely j 
that which before was introduced, as waiting for 
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the performance of a condition, being now enume» 
rated among the unconditional certainties, which 
the Lord God of Israel will surely bring to pass. 
JVhen they he in the land of their enemies^ I wiU 
not cast them away^ neither will I ahhor them to 
destroy them utterly^ and to break my covenant 
with them : for I am the Lord thy Ood. But I 
WILL for their sake$ remember the covenant of 
their ancestors^ whom I brought forth out of the 
land of Egypty in the sight of the heathen^ thai I 
might he their Qod. I am the Lord. 

The penitence of the nation, while yet dispersed, 
is declared in the conditional form, in Deutero- 
nomy iv. 27 — 31. If from thence thou sfudi seek 

the Lord thy Ood if thou twm to the Lord 

thy Ood &c. : also chapter xxx. 1, 2, d. 

The same is predicted absolutely by Ezekiel, 
chap. vi. The desolation being described in the 
early yerses, it is written at verse 8, " Yet will I 
leave a remnant, that ye may have some that shall 
escape the sword among the nations, when ye 
shall be scattered through the countries ; and they 
that escape of you shall remember me amcng the 
nations whither they shall be carried captives . . . • 
and they shall loathe themselves for the evils which 
they have committed in all their abominations; 
and they shall know that I am the Lord, and that 
I have not said in vain that I would do this evil 
unto them.'* Also by the prophet Hosea, thus 
saith the Lord, ^^ I will be unto Ephraim as a lion, 
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and as a young lion to the house of Judah ; I, even 
I, will tear and go away ; I will take away, and 
none tthall rescue him ; I will go and return to 
my place, till they acknowledge their offence, and 
xeek my face : in their affliction they will seek me 
in the morning. Come, and let us return unto the 
Lord, for he hath torn, and he will heal us : he 
hath smitten, and he will bind us up." (v. 14, 15 ; 
and vi. 1.) 

All this language is in itself very clear and 
simple. Had it been the intention of the Holy 
Spirit to inform us by the prophets, that the Jews 
would be brought into a state of penitence, while 
still dispersed among the nations ; that is, that they 
would confess their sins, and the sins of their 
fathers before the Lord their God ; loathe them- 
selves for their iniquity, discern the immediate 
hand of Jehovah in their dispersion, and seek unto 
him for deliverance ; and that upon their doing bo, 
He would remember his promise to their fathers, 
and restore them to the possessions of their fathers : 
— had it been the intention of the great Inspirer of 
the prophets thus to write, what more express lan- 
guage can we conceive to be used for the purpose, 
than that which has now been quoted ? Suppose 
that the event should thus take place, that the Jews 
in every quarter of the world should (as in many 
places they already do) acknowledge and bewail 
the sins of their nation, and cry mightily unto their 
God for deliverance, not merely In the formal Ian- 
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guage of their Liturgy, borrowed from the writings 
of their fathers, but in the deep sincerity of their 
hearts also ; and that when this cry became general 
among them, the miraculous interference of then* 
God and their fathers' God were manifested in 
their behalf, and Palestine again put into their po£r- 
session ; and suppose an accurate historian subse- 
quently to write a narrative of the erents ; what 
more unequivocal language could he use, than the 
language of these prophecies turned into the past 
tense ? 

But, • is not the language of prophecy figurative ? 
— ^Yes, frequently. Let us then examine, what are 
the figures conveyed by these expressions, they 
shall confess their iniquity^ and the iniquity of 
their fathers ; they shaU loathe themselves ; they 
shaU remember m^, and seek my foLce. If it be 
allied, that these and similar words predict those 
convictions of sin, which the people of God, whe- 
ther Jew or Gentile, should feel in all lands pre- 
vious and introductory to their conversion, then 
let us inquire further, what are the figures contained 
in the preceding expressions of the same prophecies, 
" I will b^ng the land into desolation, and your 
enemies which dwell therein shall be astonished at 
it ; and I will scatter you among the heathen, and 
wiU draw out a sword after you ; and your land 
shaU be desolate, and your cities waste/* (Lev. 
xxvi. 32, 33.) " Ye shall be plv^ked out of the 
land ; the Lord shall scatter thee among all people.'' 
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(Deut. xxviii. 63j 6t.) " I will be unto Ephraim as 
a lion, and as a young- lion to the house of Judah ; 
I, even I, will tear." (Hos. v. 14.) The people of 
God among the Gentiles, are still in the habitations 
of their friends, in the possessions of their fathers ; 
their lands have never been brought to desolation : 
they have never been plucked from their homes, 
nor torn as by the fury of a lion. Surely, when it 
was promised to Abraham In his old age that he 
should have a son, it would not have been so vio- 
lent an interpretation of the language of that pro- 
mise, to have said, that the childi-en of his confi- 
dential household steward were accounted as his 
children ; and that therefore, he was to look to the 
family of Eliezer of Damascus for his heir, as it is 
to make the language of the prophecies now before 
UB, to signify the convictions of Gentile sinners, or 
individual Jews, as distinguished from the nation. 
In the case of Abraham, we know by the event, 
that any interpretation which evaded, in the slight- 
est degree, the literal meaning of the words, would 
have been erroneous ; and in the case now before 
us, we ask, if these preceding expressions of the pro- 
phecy, scattered, plucked off the land, torn, he ap- 
plicable exclusively to the Jewish nation, and to 
that nation, in the literal meaning of the words ; 
upon what principle is it, that an arbitrary disruption 
of the context can be made, and the subsequent ex- 
pressions of penitence denied a similar application ? 
Either, therefore, first, plucked off the land must be 
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shown to apply to Gentiles who have never been 
plucked off their lands, and indiyidual Jews who 
have never had any lands ; or, secondly, they shaU 
confess their iniquity ^ they shall loaAe themselves^ 
they shall remember me^ and seek myface, must be 
acknowledged to apply to the Jewish nation as a 
nation ; or, thirdly, the interpreter must separate 
what the Holy Ghost has joined. 

II. In support of our general position, I appeal, 
in the second place, to the prayer of Solomon, 
S Chronicles, chap. vi. 

Various calamities are supposed, as befalling the 
people ; defeat in battle, famine in thdr land, dis- 
persion among their enemies; and in each case,' 
their confession of sin, and penitent supplication 
before God, are introduced as the precursors of 
their deliverance : '^ If they sin against thee, (for 
there is no man that sinneth not,) and thou b^ 
angry with them, and deliver them over before 
their enemies, and they carry them away captives 
unto a land far off or near ; yet, if they bethink 
themselves in the land whither they are carried 
captives, and turn and pray unto thee in the land 
qf their captivity^ saying, We have sinned, we have 
done amiss, we have dealt wickedly ; if they retv/rn 
to thee with all their hearty and with all their sovl, 
in the land of their captivity j whither they have 
carried them captives, and pray towards their land 
which thou gaves^ unto their fathers, and the city 
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which thou hast chosen, and toward the house 
which I have built for thy name ; then hear thou 
from the heavens, from thy dwelling-place, their 
prayer and their supplications, and maintain their 
cause, and forgive thy people which have sinned 
against thee." 

In connexion with this as the general principle 
of the divine dealings, and in further support of 
the position now before us, 

III. I appeal, in the third place, to the hietories 
of the past deliverances of the Jews, whether the 
first great deliverance of the whole nation, in all its 
tribes, from Egypt, or the subsequent and smaller 
deliverances of parts of the nation, out of their 
respective distresses. In the case of Egypt, we read 
in the book of Exodus, ii. 23, " It came to pass in 
process of time, that the king of Egypt died : and the 
children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, 
ajid they cried, and their cry came up unto Ood 
by reason of the bondage : and God heard their 
groaning, and God remembered his covenant with 
Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob, and God 
looked upon the children of Israel, and had respect 
unto them." And in chap. iii. 7j S, 9, " The Lord 
said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people 
which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by 
reason of their task masters ; for I know their sor- 
rows, and I am come down to deliver them 

Now therefore behold, the cry of the children of 
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Israel is come unto me " vi. 5, '^ I have also 

heard the groaning of the children of Israel whom 
the Egyptians keep in bondage ; and I have remem- 
bered my covenant." To guide us in our interpre- 
tation of this transaction, we have it thus recited by 
Moses in the book of Numbers, xx. 14, 15, 16, 
when he sent to the king of Edom to solicit his 
permission to pass through his territory : " Thus 
saith thy brother Israel : thou knowest all the 
travel that hath befallen us ; how our fathers went 
down into Egypt, and we have dwelt in Egypt a 
long time ; and the Egyptians vexed us, and our 
fathers : and when we cried unto the Lord, he 
heard our voicsj and sent an angeU and hath 
brought us forth out of Egypt.^* The national 
cry precedes the national deliverance : yea, it is so 
stated, as if the groaning of the captives had re- 
minded God of his covenant with their fathers, 
which for a season was forgotten. 

After the death of Joshua, and of all the elders 
who overlived Joshua, and who had seen all the 
works of the Lord which he had done for Israel ; 
the nation rebelled, and incurred the righteous 
anger of their heavenly King, for the Lord was 
their king. For this they were delivered into the 
hands of their enemies, to be in subjection to one 
conqueror after another ; Chushanrishathaim king 
of Mesopotamia, and Eglon king of Moab, and 
Jabin king of Canaan, and the king of Midian, 
and the king of tli%Philistines, who oppressed the 
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iBraelites for various periods, from seven yeara to 
forty years at a time." Under each of these cala- 
mities it is recorded of the nation, that they cried 
unto the Lord for deliverance, and it was in answer 
to their cries that He raised up Otlmiel, and Ehud, 
and Deborah,and Gideon, and Jephthah, and Samson. 
To appreciate this reference to their history, the 
whole book of Judges should be carefully perused. 
See particularly chap. x. 10 — 16. The best com- 
ment I can offer upon all this, as applying- to the 
subject before us, is the one hundred and seventh 
Psalm, the burden of which is. Then they cried unto 
tlie Lord in their trouble, and Jie delivered them 
out of their distresses .- the national cry still pre- 
ceding- the national deliverance. 

The national calamity next in order, took place 
after the rebellion of the ten tribes against the royal 

' If our present object were to draw practical iastructioii 
front this history, much that is deeply important might be ob- 
served upon the manner in which Israel's transgressions com- ■ 
menced. They had received commandment from God utterly to 
drive out the nations of the land before them : but they disobeyed. 
Judges i. 21, 27, 29, 30, 31, 33. Thus the beginning of their 
iniquity was a culpable omission of a troublesome duty. Such 
omissions serve but to increase difficulties, for such duties are 
never so easily performed after they have been for some time 
evaded. Procrastination paralyzes the enei^ies of cheerful obe- 
dience, and, in the mean lime, the neglected duty becomes a 
snare. The people of the land, thus spared in Israel's neglect, 
became the fruitful sources of Israel's idolatry, (Judges ii. 
11,1:1.) '.«ri ]>. -j-UA Ji t>«i 
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family of David, and their establishment as a sepa^ 
rate kingdom. They were given up for their ido-* 
latry into the hands of the Assyrians, carried away 
from their land, and scattered among the heathen, 
where they continue unto this day. Their cry for 
deliverance has not yet been uttered. 

In the history of the kingdom of Judah, we have 
another instance in corroboration of our argument 
The example of the ten tribes was thrown away 
upon her. *^ I saw, saith the Lord, when for all 
the causes whereby backsliding Israel committed 
adultery I had put her away, and given her a bill 
of divorce ; yet her treacherous sister Judah feared 
not, but went and played the harlot also." ( Jer« 
ui. 8.) For this, the two tribes were given up into 
the hands of the Chaldeans, to be captives in Ba- 
bylon by the space of seventy years. Here, again, 
the national cry of penitence preceded the national 
deliverance from captivity. This was predicted 
by Jeremiah, xxix. 10—14: " Thus saith the 
Lord, After seventy years be accomplished at Ba- 
bylon, I will visit you, and perform my good word 
toward you, in causing you to return to this places 
For I know the thoughts that I think toward you„ 
saith the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil^ 
to give you an expected end. Then shall ye call 
upon me, and ye shall go ajld pray unto me, and I 
will hearken unto you. And ye shall seek m«, and 
find me, When ye shall search for me with all 
your hearts And.^will be found of you, saitfa the 
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Lord, and I will turn away your captivity " 

In the histories of Daniel and Nehemiah, we have 
most signal instances of the fulfilment of this pro- 
phecy, as the appointed time drew near. (Daniel ix. 
Neh. i.) 

If these histories had been left wholly without 
application to the present dispersion and future re- 
storation of the Jews, yet still they would afford 
us strong analogical confirmation of the view we 
have taken of the language of the prophecy : but 
this confirmation is rendered direct and explicit 
when we find the deliverance from Egypt set forth 
by the Holy Ghost as the grand exemplar of the 
final redemption of the whole nation. (Isaiah xi. 
11 — 16; Micah vii. 15.) And when by the pro- 
phetic prayer of the eighty-third Psalra, we are 
taught the application of the victories of Deborah 
and Gideon, to the future deliverance of the Jews 
and destruction of their enemies. (Compare Psalm 
Ixxxiii, 9 — 18, with Judges iv. and v. and vii. 25.) 

IV. Fourthly, I appeal to the analogy of sound 
doctrine : not indeed for an independent proof, 
but for a corroboration of what appears to me to 
be already proved. 

It has been the practice of the best Christian 
divines, in all ages of the church, to derive illus- 
trations from the Lord's dealings with the Jewish 
nation, explanatory of the doctrines of the New 
Testament, and of the dealings of God with his 
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believing people in Jesus Christ. The warrant for 
this practice rests on the typical nature of the 
Jewish nation and history. The nation was a type 
of the church : the promises of the land of Canaan 
to the nation were typical of the promises of final 
salvation, body and soul, to the people of God : 
and the whole history of the nation was typical of 
the experience of New Testament believers. 

Thus the sovereign choice from amongst his 
brethren, of a man of the Chaldeans, Abraham, 
the son of Terah, the father of the nation : the 
sovereign rejection of his son Ishmael, and con- 
firmation of the promise to Isaac ; and the still 
more marked distinction made between the two 
sons of Isaac before the children were born, or had 
done any good or evil ; — illustrate in the most 
striking manner the election of God's sovereign 
grace, the prerogative to which he vindicates his 
undeniable title, saying, " Have not I a right to do 
what I will with my own r and which he has so 
put into righteous operation, that an apostle, com- 
menting upon this very point, lays it down as a 
general truth not to be gainsayed, that salvation is 
hot of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, 
but of God that sheweth mercy. 

Thus, again, the long-suffering of God with the 
Jewish nation, as it is written, ^^ Many times did 
he deliver them ; but they provoked him with their 
counsel, and were brought low for their iniquity 2 
nevertheless he reg^ded their affliction when he 

I 
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heard their cry : and he remembered for them hia 
covenant, and repented according- to the multitude 
of hia mercies ;" (Ps. cvi. 43 — 45 ; see also Hosea 
xi. 7. 8, 9 ;) illustrates touchingly the patient love 
of Jesus our Lord towards the ungrateful and pro- 
voking- members of his mystical body. To this 
long-suffering the Jewish nation was indebted for 
its continued existence '. and every disciple of Jesus 
Christ may well say, " O Lord, if thou wert ex- 
treme to mark what is done amiss, O Lord, who 
could stand ?" — " not that thou art slack concerning- 
the fulfilment of thy promises or threatenings, as 
men count slackness ; but thou art long-suffering 
to US-ward, not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance." 

Thus, also, the holy jealousy of the Lord over 
the Jewish nation, giving them into the hands of 
their enemies for their national offences, requiring 
repentance from them, promising repentance to 
them, and bringing them to repentance, before he 
delivered them from bondage ; illustrates the pa- 
ternal chastisement and watchful care of which all 
the children of God in Christ Jesus are pai'takers — 
for " he sconrgeth every son whom he receiveth," 
he prunes sharply every fruit-bearing branch that 
it may bring forth more fruit. Tlie effect of such 
discipline Is thus beautifully described by the apostle, 
2 Cor. vii. 10, 11, "Godly sorrow worketh re- 
pentance to salvation not to be repented of ... . 
for behold this self-same thing that ye sorrowed 
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after a godly sort, what careftilness it wrought in 
you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what 
indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement 
desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge I'* Now 
as the dealings of the I^rd with the Jewish 
nation, in times past, illustrate this doctrine of the 
church ; so also does this doctrine, now existing in 
the church, confirm our interpretation of the pro- 
phecies, that thus it shall be again with the Jewish 
nation. Their sorrow must precede their restora- 
tion. 

We may go one step further, though the subject 
more properly belongs to our next Lecture, and 
say, that the unchanging faithfulness of God to his 
church, confirmed by many infallible promises,^ is 

^ To those who maintain that no such promises are given : 
that certainty in the matter of salvation is a most dangerous 
doctrine: that the Lord Jesus Christ travailed in agony and 
bloody sweat even unto death, leaving it to the option of fallen 
creatures, whether he shall ever 9ee of the travail of his soul 
and be satisfied, or pot: there is, of course, no strength in this 
branch of the analogy. But to as many as are persuaded that 
Jehovah has mercifully t^k^n the end as well as the beginning 
of this work into his own hand ; that his purpose is unchange- 
ab1e> and his covenant for the accomplishment of it ordered in 
all things and sure ; that the revealed office of the Holy Ghost 
19 effeotmlly (by meansji indeed, of motives working in the 
moral constitution of the creature^ but stil) effectually and inva- 
riably) to apply what the Lord Jesus has perfectly prepared : 
and that the final salvation^ therefore, soul and body, of every 
member of the mystical body of Christ is infallibly certain, be- 
cause God is unalterably true.-^To as many, I repeat, as are 

l2 
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a token and pledge of the sure accomplishment of 
his promise of final restoration to the Jews, when 
their uncircumcised hearts shall be humbled, and 
when he shall remember his covenant with Jacob, 
with Isaac, and with Abraham, and shall remember 
the land. Concerning the church, we say, salvation 
is promised to the penitent ; and except they repent, 
they cannot be saved: and, again, repentance is 
promised to them that they may be saved ; and 
being penitent, saved they most surely shall be. 
Concerning the Jewish nation, we say, restoration 
is promised to the penitent nation ; and except 
they repent, they cannot be restored : and, again, 
repentance is promised to them, that they may be 
restored ; and being penitent, restored they most 
surely shall be. 

V. Finally, those prophecies which seem opposed 
to the view here taken of the penitence of the 
nation, and which have been frequently quoted 
against it, apply, I conceive, to a totally diflFerent 
branch of the subject. In Ezekiel xx. 42, 43, we 
read, as addressed to the Jewish nation, " Ye shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I shall bring you 
into the land of Israel, into the country for the 
which I lifted up mine hand (I sware) to give it to 
your fathers : and there shall ye remember your 

cast into the mould of this sound and orthodox doctrine of the 
Catholic church, there is, in the analogy before us, a demon- 
stration of the return of the Jews to their own land. 
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ways, and all your doings wherein ye have been 
defiled, and ye shall loathe yourselves in your own 
sight for all your evils which ye have committed/* 
And in the thirty-sixth chapter, we read, " I will 
take you from among the heathen, and gather you 
out of all countries, and will bring you into your 
own land : then will I sprinkle clean water upon 

you, and ye shall be clean, &c (24, 25.) 

Ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your 
fathers. (28.) I will multiply the fruit of the tree, 
and the increase of the field, that ye shall receive 
no more reproach of famine among the heathen ; 
then shall ye remember your own evil ways,'* &c. 
(30, 31.) Also in Zechariah, chap. xii. 6, we 
read, ^^ Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her 
own place, even in Jerusalem. And I will pour 
upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplica- 
tions; and they shall look upon me whom they 
have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one 
moumeth for his only son ; and shall be in bitter- 
ness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his 
first-born." These, and similar passages, seem to 
me to predict the conversion of the Jews to the 
faith of a crucified Messiah,*" after they are in their 
own land ; and when the Lord, whom their fathers 
pierced, shall appear personally among them, for it 
is in the land, even on the Mount of Olives, that 

"" It is of this conversion that the Apostle Paul speaks in 
Rom. xi. 23; and 2 Cor. iii. 16. 
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his personal appearance to them shall take plac«. 
(Zech. xiv. 4.) This, therefore, does not interfere 
with the view already advanced from other predic- 
tions, of a preliminary penitence as Jews, prepara- 
tory to their restoration. I understand the thirty- 
first chapter of Jeremiah, as embracing this whole 
subject in its order. In verse 18, the preliminary 
penitence of Israel is declared ; " I have surely 
heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus, Thou hast 
chastised me, and I was chastised, as a bullock un- 
accustomed to the yoke : turn thou me, and I 
shall be turned ; for thou art the Lord my God. 
Surely after I was turned, (here is the secret grace 
of God, securing the repentance,) I repented ; 
and after I was instructed, I smote upon my thigh : 
I was ashamed, yea, even confounded, because 
I did bear the reproach of my youth." Then fol- 
lows the kindling mercy of God towards the peni- 
tent, (20) : " Ephraim, my dear son 1 a pleasant 
child 1 for since I spake against him, I do ear- 
nestly remember him still, therefore my bowels are 
troubled for him : I will surely have mercy upon 
him, saith the Lord." 

In the next verstvs, the restoration of the people 
to the land is the theme : " Set thee up way-marks, 
make thee high heaps ; set thine heart toward the 
highway, even the way which thou wentest : turn 
again, O virgin of Israel, turn again to these thy 

cities there shall dwell in Judah itself, 

and in all the cities thereof together, husbandmen, 
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and thej that go forth with flocks I will 

sow the house of Israel, and the house of Judah, 
(the two kingdoms, however diversely treated in 
the interim, are associated as one in the predictions 
of final and permanent blessedness,) with the seed 
of man, and with the seed of beast : and it shall 
come to pass, that like as I have watched over 
them to pluck up, and to break down, and to 
throw down, and to destroy, and to afflict, so 
will I watch over them, to build and to plant, 
saith the Lord-'' (21—28.) And then follows a 
description of their true change of heart, when 
the Lord shall make with them a new covenant, 
and write his laws in their inward parts.'* (29 — 34.) 
A penitential cry, therefore, to the God of their 
fathers, uttered by them as Jews^ and ds a ncdion^ 
is what we are first to expect. Already^ as we 
have heard from an eye-witness of the interesting 
scene, some of them assemble themselves on the 
eve of thmr sabbath, under the walls of Jerusalem, 
where the abomination of desolation still standeth, 
and chant in mournful melody the lamentations of 
their Jeremiah, or sing with something like a dawn 
of hope — 

** Ail Bene, Ail Bene, 
Bene Betkha bekarob ! 
Bimheira^.bimfaeira, beyamenu bekarob ! 

" Ail Bene, Ail Bene, 
Bene Betkha bekarob ! 
Bimbeira, bimheira, beyamenu bekarob ! 
Bimheira, bimheira^ beyamenu bekarob ! 
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" Lord, build — Lord^ build — 
Build thy house speedily. 
In haste ! in haste ! even in our days, 
— build thy house speedily. 

** Lord, build — Lord, build — 
Build thy house speedily. 
In haste ! in haste ! even in our days, 

— build thy house speedily. 
In haste ! in haste ! even in our days, 

— build thy house speedily." 

We conclude, for the present, with what Bishop 
Lowth calls a " formulary of humiliation,*' " a pe- 
nitential confession and supplication of the Israel- 
ites in their present state of dispersion.*' 

" Look down from heaven, and behold from the 
habitation of thy holiness and thy glory : where is 
thy zeal and thy strength, the sounding of thy 
bowels, and of thy mercies toward me ? are they 
restrained ? Doubtless thou art our father, though 
Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israel acknow- 
ledge us not : thou, O God, art our Father, our 
Redeemer ; thy name is from everlasting. O Lord, 
why hast thou made us to err from thy ways, and 
hardened our heart from thy fear ? Return for thy 
servants* sake, the tribes of thine inheritance. The 
people of thy holiness have possessed it but a very 
little while:** our adversaries have trodden down 

* According to the chronology of our most learned writers, 
about 3740 years have elapsed since the promise first made to 
Abraham, that the land of Canaan should be given to him and 
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thy sanctuary: we are thine: thou never barest 
rule over them : they were not called by thy name. 
Oh! that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that 

thou wouldest come down 

We are all as an unclean thing, and all our righte- 
ousnesses are as filthy rags ; and we all do fade as 
a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have 
taken us away .... Be not wroth, very 
sore, O Lord, neither remember iniquity for ever : 
behold, see, we beseech thee ; we are all thy peo- 
ple. Thy holy cities are a wilderness, Zion is a 

his seed for ever. During these 3740 years^ it will be found 
that the whole period during which any part of the posterity of 
Abraham have possessed the promised land, has not exceeded 
1481 years; for, from the entrance of Israel^ under Joshua, into 
Canaan, till the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans^ are 
1551 years, from which, the seventy years' captivity in Ba- 
bylon being subtracted, there remain 1481 years; and as the 
ten tribes were carried captive into Assyria in the year 721 be- 
fore Christ, this part of Abraham's seed have possessed the land 
of promise only 730 years, out of the whole period of 3740 years. 
If there is to be no national restoration of Israel to the land of 
their fathers, we may well ask what is to become of the promises 
so often repeated, that God would give unto Abraham, and his 
seed, the land of Canaan for ever ? Are we to suppose that, in 
this respect, there is to be a deviation from the general rule of 
Divine procedure, as laid down by St. Paul, that *' the gifts and 
calling of God are without repentance V* This would not only 
be contrary to those general assurances of the Divine faithfulness 
and veracity which are to be found in the Scriptures, but alto- 
gether inconsistent with the many express promises to the pos- 
terity of Abraham, of their restoration to their own land in the 
latter days. — Jewish Expositor for 1821. 
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wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation ! Our holy and 
our beautiful house, where our fathers praised thee, 
is burned up with fire ; and all our pleasant things 
are laid waste. Wilt thou refrain thyself for these 
things, O Lord? wilt thou hold thy peace, and 
afflict us yery sore ?'' (Isaiah Ixiii. and Ixiy.) 
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EzEKiEL xxxvii. 21^ 22. 

** J%m saith the Lord Ood; Behold IwiUtake 
the children of Israel from among the heathen^ 
whither they he gone^ and will gather them on 
every side, and bring them into their own land : 
and I will make them one nation in the land 
upon the mountains of Israel ; and one king 
shall be king to them aU : and they shall be no 
more two nations^ neiiher shall they be divided 
into two kingdoms any more at aU.** 

These words, and numerous predictions similarly ' 
worded, seem to require, for their fulfilment, the 
actual restoration of the twelve tribes of Israel to 
the land occupied by their forefathers, and their 
permanent establishment therein as one nation. 
We hare already argued> and I trust on scriptural 
grounds, (the only ground which in this question 
can supply firm footing for a moment>) in favour 
of the opinion, that at the conclusion of the times 
of the Gentiles, God will give to the Jewi^ 
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people a penitent spirit, to confess their iniquity, 
and accept their deserved punishment at his hand, 
preparatory to their restoration to Judea ; and we 
concluded, by strengthening our interpretation 
upon this important point, by an analogy drawn 
from the doctrines of the New Testament, the 
revealed dealings and purposes of God, as they 
relate to the Catholic church of his elect people in 
Jesus Christ. 

Our present object is to state more expressly, 
and to defend, that interpretation on which our 
faith rests in anticipating the literal re-occupation 
of Palestine by the Jews. 

It may, perhaps, appear, to some of you, that this 
point is so clearly and repeatedly stated by the 
prophets, and is now so generally admitted, that it 
does not require any detailed proof: and there 
may be some feeling of impatience among you, at 
our dwelling so long upon what you consider the 
plain, and easy, and obvious parts of the subject, 
'anxious as you are to have the deeper and more 
neglected branches of the prophetic records pressed 
upon the attention of the church. I cannot, how- 
ever, forget, that this fundamental point is still 
denied by many who profess, and who seem truly 
to enjoy the religion of the New Testament. 
Neither can I lose sight of the importance of being 
well fortified with scriptural authorities in support 
of this literal restoration, which seems to me to be 
inseparably connected with the glorious personal 
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advent of the King of the Jews, his reign upon the 
earth, and the final and universal conversion of the 
nations. My heart's desire and prayer before God 
is, that I may be guided by the Holy Ghost to 
advance that interpretation which is according to 
his will ; and that my Christian brethren who 
hear me, may be induced fairly to search the Scrip- 
tures for themselves, to ascertain whether these 
things be so. 

The Jews shall be restored as a nation to the 
land of their forefathers. In proof of this, I refer 
to the language of our text, as plain and explicit. 
For the further confirmation of this opinion, two 
modes may be adopted ; either, first, the enumera- 
tion of parallel passages, asserting the application 
of them all to this view of the subject, and chal- 
lenging any other interpretation which will bear 
comparison with the respective contexts; or, se- 
condly, the selection of some one passage, and 
a detailed exposure of the inconsistency of every 
interpretation of it, except the one which main- 
tains the literal return of the twelve tribes to their 
own land ; leaving that one, therefore, in undis- 
puted possession of the field of truth. 

I shall now adopt the latter mode, and make 
choice of the words of our text, in connexion with 
the remarkable context in which they are found : 
" Thus saith the Lord God ; Behold, I will take 
the children of Israel from among the heathen, 
whither they be gone ; and will gather them on 
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every side, and bring tliem into their own land ; 
and I will make them one nation in the land, upon 
the mountains of Israel, and one king shall be 
king to them all j and they shall be no more 
two nations, neither shall they be divided into two 
kingdoms any more at all." Here we hare five 
particulars distinctly enumerated : 1. the land; 
2. the children of Israel ; 3. the restoration ; 4. 
the two kingdoms ; and 5. the one king. And 
whatever interpretation, we adopt in reference to 
any one of these particulars, let us be consistent, 
and carry that interpretation throughout, applying 
it fairly to the other four particulars. 

I. The first interpretation of this prophecy, to 
which I would direct your attention, is that which 
makes the land to mean Judea literally ; the chil- 
dren of Israel to mean the Jewish people j the 
restoration to mean the return of Judah from 
Babylon, and their resettlement in their land 
under Ezra and Nehemiah ; the two kingdoms 
to mean Judah, and some individuals of the other 
tribes, who returned from Babylon with Judah j 
and the one king, to mean the riders of the king- 
dom of Judah, subsequent to their return from 
Babylon. 

This, so far, is in itself consistent. Let us ex- 
amine, then, how it will bear corapanBon with the 
language of the Holy Ghost by the mouth of the 
prophet. First, the land in the prophecy is here 
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understood to mean Judea literally ; that is to say^ 
the whole district of country lying between the 
Nile and the Euphrates, as marked out in the pro- 
mise of God to father Abraham. With this inter-> 
pretation, every thing that the prophet has written 
concerning the land, its restored fertility and 
beauty, and the multiplication upon it of both men 
and beasts, will naturally and obviously accord. 
This interpretation, therefore, so far seems unde- 
niable. Secondly, the children of Israel in the 
prophecy, are here understood to mean the Jewish 
people. With this, every thing that the prophet 
has written concerning the children of Israel, their 
division and dispersion, their regathering and re- 
union, Mrill most naturally accord. This brancb 
also, therefore, of the interpretation before us, 
appears to be conclusive. Thirdly, the restoration 
in the prophecy, is here understood to mean, the 
return of Judah from Babylon ; and in order to 
maintain this consistently, the two kingdoms in the 
prophecy, are understood to mean Judah, and 
some companions of Judah from the other tribes : 
also, the one king in the prophecy, is understood 
to mean the rulers of Judah, subsequent to the 
return from Babylon. With this view of the sub- 
ject, much that the prophet has written, will not 
and cannot be made to accord. The return of 
Judah from her captivity in Babylon, was doubt* 
less the fulfilment of the restoration promised in 
some prophecies, as Jeremiah xxv. 11, and xxix. 
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10 — 14 ; but does it therefore follow, that the 
same event was the fulfilment of this prophecy of 
Ezekiel? Surely not. That must be examined, 
by comparing the prophecy itself with the event. 

The two kingdoms are thus described in the 
prophecy, (v. 16, 17, 18, 19 ;) the one consisting of 
Judah, and some of the other tribes, his corn- 
panions ; the other consisting- of the whole body of 
the ten tribes of Israel. These two are said to 
become one. The two kingdoms of the alleged 
event, according to the interpretation now before 
us, consist, the one of Judah, the other of Judah's 
companions from the other tribes. Thus in the 
prophecy, Judah's companions are combined with 
Judah, and made in the aggregate one of the king-- 
doma ; but in the interpretation, Judah's com- 
panions are separated from Judah, and made an- 
other distinct kingdom ; therefore, the interpreta- 
tion does not agree with the prophecy. In the 
prophecy, the whole body of the ten tribes is speci- 
fied as one of the two kingdoms : in the interpreta- 
tion, no mention is made of that whole body ; 
therefore, the interpretation does not agree with 
the prophecy. 

Again, the one king in the prophecy is thus de- 
scribed, (v. 24, 25 :) " David my servant shall he 
king over them j and they all shall have one shep- 
herd and my servant David shall be their 

prince for ever." These words point out either 
king David himself, raised from the dead, in order 
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to reign again in Jerusalem oyer all the twelve 
tribes, as he did before; or some individual de- 
scendant of David, called after his illustrious an- 
cestor ; or at least, a line of kings of the family of 
David, thus designated in honour of the great 
conqueror of Israel's enemies ; as the Roman em- 
perors were from Caesar. 

• The one king of the alleged event, according to 
the interpretation now before us, was neither 
David, nor any individual descendant of David, 
nor a line of kings of the family of David ; but a 
series of governors, the most remarkable of whom 
we know to have been of other families. The 
Maccabees were Levites, concerning whose tribe, 
neither Moses nor any of the prophets, spake any 
thing of royalty. The king, therefore, of the pro- 
phecy, does not correspond with the king of the 
event, which is proposed as the fulfilment; and 
consequently, the interpretation grounded there- 
upon, cannot be maintained as the meaning of the 
prophecy. 

On this subject, a celebrated commentator, after 
advocating this interpretation, makes the following 
acknowledgment : " This -prophecy was fulfilled 
very imperfectly in the persons of the Jews, after 
the captivity ; both because neither the tribe of 
Judah, nor the other tribes returned entire, and 
because they were not governed by kings of the 
family of David.'** In all fairness then, the inter- 

* Calmet, apud Mant and D'Oyly in loco. 

K 
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pretation which makes the return from Babylon, to 
be the fulfilment of the restoration here predicted 
by Ezekiel, must be relincjuished. 

II. Another interpretation of this prophecy is, 
that which makes the land to mean the Christian 
church ; the children of Israel, to mean the elect 
people of God, the true, the spiritual' Israel, ga- 
thered from all nations ; the restoration, to mean 
the conversion of simiern ; the two kingdoms, to 
mean Jews and Gentiles in one church ; and the 
one king, to mean Jesus Christ, of the house and 
lineage of David, now exercising spiritual dominion 
over all believers. 

I am not conscious of any unfairness, in thus 
stating it ; but to remove all doubt, I will repeat 
it in the words of one of its advocates : " Thie 
prophecy certainly looks further to the kingdom of 
Christ ; be is that one King, m allegiance to whom, 
all God's spiritual Israel shall cheerfully unite, and 
under whose protection they shall all be gathered. 
All believers unite in one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism ; and the uniting of Jews and Gentiles in 
the Gospel church, their becoming one fold under 
Christ the one great Shepherd, is doubtless the 
union that is chiefiy looked at in this prophecy,"" 
The prophecy describes Judah and E])hraim united 
in the land : this is interpreted to mean, the unjos 
of Jews and Gentiles m the Gospel church,. To 
*" Matthew Henry, in loco. 
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be conBlsfent with itself, therefore, the intei*preta- 
tioii must maintain, that by the land in the pro- 
phecy, is meant what this popular commentator 
calls the Gospel church. 

Now, let us examine it. The general statement 
of doctrine contained in it is, that all the people of 
God, (denominated the true Israel, because that 
Israel, the chosen nation, was a type of the church 
chosen out of all nations,) shall be converted to the 
faith of Christ, and form one glorious spiritual 
kiniG^dom, in which there exists no long-er any dis- 
tinction between Jew or Greek, male or female, 
barbarian, Scythian, bond or free ; but all are one 
in Cliriat Jesus : the middle wall of partition being" 
thrown down ; the enmity, even the law of com- 
mandments contained in ordinances, being abolish- 
ed in his flesh ; of twain one new man being made, 
so that through him we both (Jew and Gentile) 
have access by one Spirit unto the Father. Against 
this, as a statement of New Testament doctrine, 
there is no objection : on the contrary, it is most 
sound. In the Christian church, there are no 
national distinctions ; all the living members of 
Christ, chosen of the Father before the foundation 
of the world, born into the world at divers times 
and in divers places, and born again of the Holy 
Ghost into the church, at the fulness of the time 
appointed for each ; these all compose one body ; 
the kingdom they enjoy is spiritual, consisting of 
righteousness, and peace, and joy, in the Holy 
K <i 
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Ghost ; and Jesus Christ their head, is King- over 
them all. This is a part of the truth once delivered 
to the saints ; and as such, deserves that we should 
earnestly contend for it. But this is not the sub- 
ject now before us; we are not expounding the 
conversations of Jesus, nor the apostolical epistles. 
The matter in hand, is a prophecy which God 
spake by his servant Ezekiel ; and the question 
is, are these doctrines of the Gospel the subject 
of this prophecy, or has the prophecy found its 
fulfilment in the promulgation of these doc- 
trines ? This, I freely and fearlessly answer in the 
negative. 

For, first. The interpretation before us makes 
the land to signify the Christian church. Now, 
what says the prophecy ? — " Ye, O mountains of 
Israel, ye shall shoot forth your branches, and 
yield your fruit to my people of Israel ; for they are 
at hand to come. For behold, I am for you ; and 
ye shall be tilled and sown ■ and I will multiply 
men upon you, all the house of Israel, all of it : 
and the cities shall be inhabited, and the wastes 
shall be bnilded : and I will multiply upon you 
man and beast ; and they shall increase and bring 
fruit : and I will settle you after your old estates, and 
will do better nnto you than at your begiimings : 

the desolate land shall be tilled, whereas 

it lay desolate in the sight of all that passed by. 
And they shall say. The land that was desolate is 
become like the garden of Eden ; and the waste. 



lectuhe v. 183 

and desolate/ and ruined cities f are become fenced, 
and are inhabited." 

Among other particulars here mentioned, it is 
clearly stated, first, that the land was desolate, but 
shall again be tilled and sown ; and secondly, that 
both men and beasts shall be multiplied upon the 
land. Compare this with the supposed interpreta- 
tion. The land of the prophecy was desolate ; its 
cities uninhabited, and laid waste : but the land of 
the interpretation was never desolate. In the 
darkest ages, the Christian church, though com- 
paratively few in numbers, maintained its glorious 
character, as God's righteous witness in the earth. 
The land of the prophecy shall have beasts, as well 
as men, multiplied in it ; but the land of the in- 
terpretation, is wholly composed of immortal crea- 
tures, to the exclusion of beasts. The interpreta- 
tion, therefore, does not agree with the prophecy. 
. : Again, . the ' children of Israel of the prophecy, 
are described as being wholly removed out of the 
land : but the children of Israel of the interpreta- 
tion, (the people, of God,) can never, from the na- 
ture of the case, be removed out of the land of the 
interpretation. The people of God compose the 
Christian church ; remove them, and the church 
iceases to be. According to this interpretation, the 
children of Israel and the land are inseparable, yea, 
identical ; if they be removed, the land is removed ; 
but the prophecy describes them as removed^om off 
the land, which remained in its place, when they 
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were gone. The interpretation, therefore, does not 
agree with the prophecy. 

Again, the restoration of the prophecy, is a re- 
settlement of the children of Israel in the land 
which their fathers had possessed, but from which 
they had been ejected : ' but the restoration accord, 
ing to this interpretation, is the conversion of sin- 
ners to the Christian church, in which neither they 
nor their fathers had ever been before, and from 
which, therefore, they never could have been ejected'. 
The interpretation, consequently, does not agree 
with the prophecy. 

Again, the two kingdoms of the prophecy were 
originally one ; and axe described as having been 
divided into two : their re-union is predicted, and 
and it is added, that they shall not be divided any 
more. But the kingdoms of the interpretation, 
(Jews and Gentiles,) were never one ; and conse- 
quently, could never have been divided, so as to 
afford an opportunity for a prediction of their re- 
union in Christ. The interpretation, therefore, 
does not agree with the prophecy. 

Once more, the king of the prophecy is called 
David ; and seems clearly to denote some individual 
of the regalfamily of the stock of Jesse, who should 
he renowned upon the throne of his great ancestor. 
The king of the interpretation is Jesus Christ, of 
the seed of David. This, therefore, corresponds 
exactly ; but not in the sense intended by these in- 
■ ''• "■"'>' " Seepage 157. ' '' ' 
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terpreters — as is erident; for if four out of fire 
parts of this interpretation £ul) the fifth can hs^e 
only an apparent agreement, in some other sense, 
and not in the systematic sense intended by 
the interpreters. For example — the King shall 
reign, and Jesus Christ is the King. These are 
propositions to which both prophecy and interpre- 
ters will assent. But the prophecy declares, that 
the place of his reign is Judsea ^ and the people 
cHrer whom he shall reign, are the kingdoms of 
Judah and Israel united into one : while the inter- 
preters declare, that the place of his reign is the 
Christian church; and the people over whom he 
reigns are Jews and Gentiles, in one body. Both 
these statements are true, but they concern different 
things, and the statement of the interpretation is 
not the meaning of the statement in the prophecy. 

Surely we may conclude here, as before, that in 
all fairness this system of interpretation must be 
relinquished, so far, at least, as this prophecy of 
Ezekiel is concerned. 

~ III. The impossibility of adhering consistently 
to either of these modes of interpretation has been 
felt, and a third mode has been adopted, which is 
neither more nor less than an inconsistent mixture 
of these two. It makes the land to mean Judaea, 
literally, in one part of the prophecy, and the 
Christian church, spiritually, in another part: the 
children of Israel to mean, literally, the Jews in one 
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part, and, spiritually, Christians, in another part : 
the restoration to mean the return of Judah from 
Babylon in one part, and the conversion of sinners 
in another : the two kingdoms to mean Judah, and 
his Israelitish companions, in one part, and Jews 
and Gentiles in another : the king- to mean the 
Jewish ruler after the Babylonish captivity in one 
part, and the Messiah in another : thus mingling- 
the two preceding interpretations, and adopting 
them alternately, as is found most convenient for 
glossing over the context. This is avowed, though 
in guarded language, as thus : — 

"The most sensible interpreters seem to agree 
that there are several expressions in this chapter, 
(Ezek. xxxvi.) particularly in the latter part of it, 
which cannot be literally understood of any event, 
excepting of the reign of the Messiah, of the free- 
dom that he has procured for his church, of another 
promised land, and of a chosen people, different 
from that of the Jews ; but, at the same time, that 
there may be recognized in it certain forms of 
speech, which have had their literal accomplish- 
ment since the return of the Jews from their cap- 
tivity." " 

Certain forms of speech have had a literal accom- 
plishment! Several expressions cannot, &c. I Is 
not this to pretend to some mode of ascertaining 
the prophet's mind, other than by the prophet's 
words? Surely this system, or rather no system, 
* Calmet, apnd Mant and D'Oyly. !;! ■ 
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refutes itself : for if such arbitrary liberties be taken 
with the language of Scripture ; if when the pro- 
phet, in two different places of the sione prophecy, 
uses the same words, without any intimation of a 
difference in his meaning \ the interpreter be per- 
mitted to say, that the words in one place hare a 
meaning which, they cannot have in the other 
place ; then, manifestly, the church is at the mercy 
of the fancy of the interpreter, and all settled, con- 
sistent exposition is at an end. 
. The true secret of this inconsistency lies here : 
that expositors hare taken it as a sort of sine qud 
non in their interpretations, that the prophecies 
hare been already fulfilled. The category of ^et 
unfulfilled has not been allowed a place in their 
systems : hence they hare diligentiy applied every 
practicable parage to the return of Judah from 
Babylon, and have toiled with sore labour and 
travail, to make all the rest fit on to the Christian 
church. In this they have been baffled, as to any 
detailed consistency ; and yet the degree of simi- 
larity naturally to be expected between type and 
antitype has encouraged them to go on, and con- 
firmed them in their opinions : while all the time 
they have been pointing out antitypical applications, 
and calling them expositions of prophecy. 

Only admit this idea of yet unfulfilled^ and a 
thousand difficulties vanish. And why should this 
idea not be admitted ? We have seen, that so long 
as we have the history of the Jews to compare with 
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the prophecies concerning- them — that is, up to litis 
time ; a certain mode of interpreting- those prophe- 
cies, is rendered indispensable : then why not 
simply continue that sarae mode of interpretation, 
when we have prophecy alone not yet illustrated 
by history? If prophecies concerning the Jews, 
delivered two or three thousand years ago, be 
proved, by the history of the interim up to our own 
days, to have been fulfilled in a. literal sense, and 
therefore to demand a literal interpretation ; upon 
what principle can it be alleged, tbat other prophe- 
cies, delivered in similar language by the same 
prophets, are not to be similarly interpreted after 
our days ? Must God have done, before our days, 
all the literal things which he ever intended to do 
upon the earth ? Is there indeed any thing magical 
in the age of the world we live in, that it should 
change the nature of the prophecy, or of its fulfil- 
ment ? Or is it that unbelief, though forced to 
yield to the testimony of history, yet refuses to be 
e£Fectually taught, even by that plain lesson ; and 
will not take God at his word, or trust him for a 
moment out of her sight ? 

IV. The interpretation, then, which remains to 
be considered, and which alone will be found to 
harmonize with all that the prophets have written, 
is that which makes the land always to mean Ju- 
dsea literally J Judah always to mean the two tribes 
nationally, with their Israelitish companions; Israel 
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always to meau the whole ten tribes nationally ; 
restoration always to mean the actual return of the 
twelve tribes to Judasa; and David, their one 
king, always to mean the King of the Jews, of the 
seed of David, Jesus Christ our I^rd. 

This interpretation holds good in every points 
The present condition of tiie land of Palestine is 
well known to be one of extreme barrenness and 
desolation ; whereas it was a land of flocks and 
herds, a land flowing with milk and honey, the 
glory of all lands. In this we recognize the literal 
fulfilment of that clause of the prophecy which pre^ 
dicta desolation ; and from the next clause of the 
prophecy, we confidently anticipate a literal reno^ 
vation to beauty and fertility, accompanied by a 
multiplication of beasts upon it, as well as men, for 
the consumption of its produce. In the present 
condition of the Jewish people, divided and dis-* 
persed, we recognize the literal fulfilment of those 
clauses in the prophecy which imply division, and 
predict dispersion ; and from similar clauses, simi^ 
larly interpreted, we confidently anticipate a simi*^ 
larly literal fulfilment of the promised restoration 
and reunion. But here it may, perhaps, be ob- 
jected, that in order to be consistent throughout,' 
we must maintain, that king David literally shall 
reign again over the twelve tribes in Judaea, ac- 
cording to the terms of the prophecy. Tp whidt I 
answer, flirst^ that if the prophecy stated this un-^ 
equivocally, we. should have no hesitation in be-^ 
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lieving and expecting it ; neither should the apparent 
improbability, or even absurdity of it, interfere in 
the slightest degree with our faith. But, secondly, 
the Jewish people, who shall be re-assembled in the 
land, are not the identical individuals of whom the 
prophet speaks as being dispersed; but their literal, 
lineal descendants, who shall be found alive at the 
time appointed of God for their restoration. In 
like manner, the King of the Jews, who shall reign 
over the twelve tribes in the land, is not the iden- 
tical David, or Solomon the son of David, or 
Rehoboam the grandson of David, who did reign 
over them before their division ; but the literal, 
lineal descendant of David, the last of the line of 
Jewish kings who shall be found alive at the time 
appointed of God for their reunion into one king- 
dom. The last Individual who was born King of 
the Jews, was Jesus of Nazareth, and he is still 
alive. He is the literal, lineal descendant of David ; 
and the angel who announced his birth, informed 
his mother that the Lord God would give unto him 
the throne of his father David." (Luke i. 32.) The 

_ ' It ia written of Conlab ot Jechoniaa, the last king of the 
house of David, before the captivity, " Thus saitb the Lord, 
write ye this man childless, a raan that shall not prosper in his 
days: for no man of his seed shall prosper, sitting; upon the 
throne of David, and ruling any more in Judah." (Jer. xxji. 30.) 
If the word cliildless, in this passage, be taken 4iti'rally as an 
English reader would understand it, it will involve a direct con- 
tradiction to Malt. i. 12 — Jectioims begat Sulalhiel. I think it 
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people have been preserved upon the earth/ gene- 
ration after generation. The King has been pre- 

has been satisfactorily argued^ that the original word, the. root 
of which is simply nudus, may, without any violence, be under- 
stood in a general sense, as destitute or deprived. It is trans- 
lated in the Sfiptuagint, by e\KripvKTov. This view would limit 
the meaning of the word to roycd progeny ; and indeed the text 
itself seems to warrant, nay, to require such a limitation, the 
second clause being an explanation of the first. Write this man 
childless, &c. — why ? because no man of his seed shall prosper, 
sitting upon the throne of David, &c. It is not said he shall 
Lave no seed, but that no man of his seed shall reign. If this 
exposition be just, it implies that he would have posterity, while 
it asserts, that none of them would inherit the kingdom of their 
father. This has been ; strictly fulfilled. He had two sons, 
Asser and Salathiel. (1 Chron. iii. 17.) But his successor in 
the kingdom was his uncle Mattaniah, whose name the king 
of Babylon changed to Zedekiah. (2 Kings xxiv. 17; Jer. 
xxxvii. 1.) The last king of Judah, therefore, before the cap- 
tivity, was of the seed of David, though not of the seed of 
Ckmiah. The sons of Zedekiah, however, were slain by the 
Chaldees, as.we read, 2 Kings xxv. 7. The genealogy, there- 
fore, was continued in the seed of Coniah. Jeconiah begat Sala- 
thiel^ and Salathiel begat Zorobabel, &c. But no man of his 
seed prospered, sitting on the throne of David. The Lord Jesus 
is of the seed of Coniah, as truly as he is of the seed of David, 
or Abraham : but he did not prosper on the throne. (See page 
150.) The clause now before us, of the prophecy of Jeremiah, 
has been in continuous fulfilment since the days of Coniah, even 
unto our own days : but this clause is not the whole prophecy ; 
and that a limit to the period of the application of this clause 
was pre-determined, is manifest, from the subsequent clause, 
which says, Behold, the days coTne, saith the Lord, that I will 
raise unto David a righteous branch, and a King shall 
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served in heaven, where he sitteth on the right 
hand of God. We are plainly informed, that he 
fihall come again from heaven in like manner as he 
Tvent up into heaven. (Acts i. 11.) Thus king and 
people shall meet ; and the literal, lineal descend- 
ants of David's subjects shall be governed by the 
literal, lineal descendant of King David himself, 
and " He shall reign over the house of Jacob for 
ever, and of his kingdom there shall be no end." 

In pursuance of my plan, as announced at the 
commencement of this discourse, 1 have refrained 
from that species of corroboration which might so 
largely be given to thLs view of the subject, by the 
quotation of parallel paj^sages : satisfied that a fair 
investigation into the true meaning of this one pro- 
phecy, if consistently followed throughout, must 
shut up every candid inquirer to the conclusion I 
have here drawn. That the subject is capable of 
reiterated corroboration, from similar language 
used in other places, all will readily allow who are 
acquainted with the prophetic writings. It is, in 
fact, the leading theme with the Jewish prophets. 
The original grant to Father Abraham is never lost 
sight of. It is the climax of every song of tri- 

BEiON AND PROSPER," &c. Thus, in the history of the Jewish 
nation, Jer. xxii. 30 has found a literal fulfilment for many cen- 
turies ; while, in the preserved genealogy from Coniah to the 
Virgin Mary, and since then, in the person of Christ himself, 
provision has been kept up, for the literal fulfilment of Jer. xxiii. 
5, in his time. .. i ^ ■•. i 
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umpb, the key-note, in Reference to which every 
strain is set, and without which there is no har- 
mony in the whole. Is the Lord, the Son of 
David, the King of the Jews, to return ? — It is to 
the Mount of Olives, in the land of Judah. Is he 
to reign over his people ? — It is in Mount Zion, 
and in Jerusalem. Are the nations of the earth to 
be blessed? — It is in coming to the light which 
shall have arisen upon Jerusalem. (Zech. xiv. 4 ; 
Isa. xxiv. 23, and Ix. throughout.) Yea, many 
hymns of praise are written in anticipation of this 
great accomplishment of Israel's blessedness, and 
left ready to be sung by the re-assembled tribes in 
the land qf Judah. (See Isiuah xxvi. and Jeremiah 
xxxiii. 10, 11.) 
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j£R£MiAii xxiii, 5, 6. 



" Beholdf tJie days come^ saith the Lord^ that I will 
raise unto David a righieotis hranchj and a 
king shall reign and prosper , and shaU execute 
judgment and justice in the earth. In his days, 
Judah shall be saved^ and Israel shall dwell 
safely i and this is his name whereby he shall be 
called^ the Lord our Righteousness.** 

Has it been proved, or has it not, that the Jews 
shall be restored ? — that the outcasts of Israel, and 
the dispersed of Judah, shall be re-united into one 
kingdom ; and thus the whole twelve tribes of the 
sons of Jacob be put in permanent possession of 
the land of their forefathers ? Is this the meaning, 
or is it not, of the two sticks in the hand of the 
prophet Ezekiel, which God caused to become one, 
and then expounded, in the remarkable language 
which we have latelv considered ? 

My brethren, I must be permitted to say, that 
the proof advanced, brief and general as it has 
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been, requires something more than a mere denial 
to set it aside ; and that no candid student of Holy 
Scripture can fairly resist it, unless he can take the 
thirty-siicth and thirty-seventh chapters of Ezekiel, 
and, adhering consistently to the whole context, 
show us a more excellent way of interpretation. 
This I say, because the custom of flippant criticism 
is to triumph in the exposure of what it thinks an 
error, without any attempt to elucidate tihe difficulty, 
or point out the truth. And not only so, but it too 
frequently misleads its unwary readers into a rejec-* 
tion of what it superciliously condemns ; Khile it 
provides no substitute for their instruction, but 
leaves them as empty and vapid as itself. 

Our attention is next invited to some of those 
further particulars, which are revealed concerning 
the restored nation — and, first, to their King, who 
shall reign over them with power and great glory 
in that day. 

We have already spoken of the king of the house 
and lineage of David ; but the subject demands a 
more detailed examination. I shall, however, re- 
frain from some of the topics usually urged in con- 
nexion with the coming of this great King, because 
I am desirous to keep prominent that part of the 
subject which especially relates to the Jewish nation, 
and to avoid elevating a collateral, (however impor- 
tant,) into a main topic of discussion. For this 
cause, I have hitherto refrained from speaking 
largely of the great Gentile monarchies, which oc- 
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cupying-, for certain predicted timea, the moat con- 
Bpicuoiia stations in this world's history, were niado 
the resting-places, or land-niarks, of prophecy, 
pointing' out the seats and the exercise of that un- 
righteous dominion, which shall be destroyed ut- 
terly by the brightness of the coming of the King 
of Judali, when the times of the Gentiles, and the 
iniquities of our modern Amoritee shall be fulfilled. 
For this cause also, I forbear to make any comment 
on the signs of the present times, tliough, undoubt- 
edly, the state of affairs around us is well calculated 
to give point and power to that saying of the pro- 
phet Isaiah, respecting the nations who have op- 
pressed the Jews, " Lord, when thy hand is lifted 
up, they will not see ; but they shall see, and be 
ashamed for their envy at thy people." 

Our present subject is, — The revelation which 
it has pleaaod God to g:ive us concerning the King 
of the Jews at, and subsequent to, the restoration 
of that people to their ovra land. 

Many persons do not believe that any such reve- 
lation is given to us at all. To such I address 
myself, in the first place, and institute this impor- 
tant inquiry, who is the King mentioned in our 
text ? Has any individual appeared upon earth 
since the days of Jeremiah the prophet, in whose 
history all the particulars predicted in these two 
yerses have been fulfilled? 

In order to answer this question with precision, 
we should begin hv examining closelv what the 
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predicted particukrs are ; *^ Bebold the days eomer 
saith tiie Lord, that I will raise unto David a 
righteous branefa, and a king shall reign and proa^ 
per, and shall execute judgment and justice in the 
ear<^« In his days, Judah shall be sared, and Israel 
shaU d;W6U safely^ and this is his name whereby he 
shall be called, The Lord our Righteousness I'' 
From these words we learn seTen distinct particu- 
lars eonewning the indiyidual here ^oken of. — > 
1« He shall be of the stock oflkmd : S. He shall 
be righteous : 3. He shall be a king : 4« He shall 
reign prosperously y i* e. according to the ccnnmon 
meaning of UngHage^ he shall hare victory oret 
his enemies^ uid enjoy the satisfaction of seeing hii$ 
subjects in peace, and plenty, and happiness : 5. Hisr 
exeeutiTe government, like himself,^ shall be r^^te- 
ouli' ; he ^^ shall execute judgment and pbstice in 
the eaartih r &. His reign shall be marked by a 
very striking historical event, the safety of Judcik 
and Israel : and, 7> His royal name, by which he 
shall be known and called of alt his subjects, dbalV 
be ** Jehoeah our Rightmusness P' 

It is manifest,, thai unless some individual has 
ai^ed in the earth, embodyii^ in his character 
andl hififtory all tiiese particulars^ the prophecy has 
not yet been fulfilled ^ and unless some such indi^ 
vidual shall appear in the earth, the prophecy can 
never be fulfilled. I speak to you ais to those who 
believe that Jehovah, the living and true God, dic-^ 
tated these predictions to his wrva»tts the prophets ; 

L 2 
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and who, therefore, cannot, for a moment, doubt 
that the prophecy shall be fiilfilled, if it have not 
been fulfilled already. And to you I again pro- 
pose the question, Has any individual appeared in 
the earth, whose descent, character, history, and 
name, will bear to be measured by the length and 
breadth of this single prophecy ? Let it he ob- 
served, that from the very nature of the case, the 
individual in question could not have lived in ob- 
scurity, and escaped the notice of mankind : kings 
do not live and reign in corners, nor in the un- 
frequented wilderness of the earth ; and such a 
king as this would unquestionably have engaged 
the pen of poets and historians. Wliere, then, shall 
we look for such an individual ? 

Jeremiah lived and prophesied in the days of 
Amon, Jehoiachim, and Zedekiah, kings of Judab ; 
about six hundred years before the commencement 
of the Christian era. In the ages immediately suc- 
ceeding that period, we look in vain for any indi- 
vidual possessing the slightest pretensions to the 
appropriation of the prophecy. I need not specify 
any of the kings, whether Jew or Gentile, who 
reigned during those six hundred years, nor occupy 
your time in proving that none of them fiilfilled 
this prophecy. 1 come at once to him who is 
generally believed to have been the person pre- 
dicted in our text ; and to have satisfactorily and 
fully fulfilled the prediction, i. e. Jesus of Nazareth, 
our Lord and Saviour. ' •■** w '■" ■; ^■•■■■' uji*.- 
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Was, then, the prophecy of our text fulfilled in 
Jesus of Nazareth? Let us try the particulars 
seriatim. The person predicted in our text was 
to be, — 1, Of the stock of David. To this par- 
ticular Jesus of Nazareth corresponds exactly ; he 
was born of a virgin, of whom it is written, that 
she was of the house and lineage of David ; and he 
was truly a branch of this stock, bone of her bone, 
and flesh of her flesh, very man of tlm substance, 
and in the proper nature of his mother. 2. The 
person predicted was to be righteous. To this 
particular also, Jesus of Nazareth corresponds ex- 
actly : he was holy, harmless, undefiled, and sepa- 
rate from sinners ; in him was no sin : the prince 
of darkness came to him, and found nothing in 
him : he was emphatically the righteous one. 3. 
The person predicted in our text was to be a king. 
To this particular, also, Jesus of Nazareth corres- 
ponds ; he was born king of the Jews, he was 
inquired for under that title by the wise men, who 
had seen his star in the east, and came to Jerusalem 
to worship him ; and when he was afterwards 
asked himself, by Pontius Pilate, "Art thou the 
King of the Jews ?'* he did not deny it ; though 
(the time not having arrived when he was to de- 
clare himself king) he avoided giving Pilate a direct 
answer ; (John xviii. 33, 34 ;) " Then Pilate en- 
tered into the judgment-hall again, and called Jesus, 
and said unto him. Art thou the King of the Jews? 
Jesus answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thy- 
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self, or did others tell it thee of me?" Being 
pressed, again, by the question in a more gaieral 
form, " Art thou a king then ?" he answered in the 
affirmative, " Thou sayest that I am a king." A 
king he was : thoug-h for a season veiled in voluntary 
humiliation, for the attainment of a great ulterior 
purpose. 

So far, then, we find the prophecy in our text 
obviously, and without any violence to the lan- 
guage, applicable to Jesus of Nazareth. But we 
have some other particulars to examine. 4. The 
person, predicted in our text, was to reign pros- 
perously ; which, as I observed, according to the 
common meaning of language, signifies that he 
should have victory over his enemies, and enjoy 
the satisfaction of seeing his subjects in peace, and 
plenty, and happiness. To this particular, Jesus of 
Nazareth certainly did not correspond. Instead of 
reigning prosperously as a king, he was in disguise 
as a servant, and living so, he was despised, and 
rejected, and insulted, and put to death. Instead 
of having the victory over his enemies, his ene- 
mies had the victory over him ; and although be- 
cause of his personal dignity, (for he was a king,) 
his enemies, and even death itself, could not hold 
him, yet still he did not effectually throw off his 
■di^uise and confound his adversaries; on the con- 
trary, he retired from their observation under the 
charge and apparent ignominy of a defeat, and leil 
them in the exercise of a mvsterious and fearful 
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liberty to continue, if they will, in their rebellion^ 
Instead of seeing his futhful subjects in the ^asjoy^ 
ment of peace and prosperity, he told them dis- 
tmctly that his object, at tiiat time, was not to send 
peace vpon the earth, but a sword ; that they would 
be persecuted; that their foes would be they of 
their awn households ; that they would be cast out 
of the. synagogues ; and that ihe time was at hand, 
when wfaosoerer killed them, would ti|ink he was 
doing God service. It k true he helt them a 
legBtcy of peace^ as it is written, John xiv« ; but it 
was a peace of enxiuranee in the midst of suffering : 
it was A peace, whose fbuiidation is patience, and 
its superstructure hope: it was the peace of a 
fiuthfid martyr, rather ihaa of a prosperous king. 
In this particular, therefor^, the individual predicted 
by Jeremiah certainly does not correspond with 
the past history of Jesus of Nasareth upon the 
earth. 5. The person predicted in our text, was 
to execute judgment and justice in the earth. 
Now this, again, does not correspiond with Jesus of 
NazareliL He was in his own character, as we 
hwve said, just and righteous, but he did not esta- 
Uiish an ascendancy of righteousness ; he did not 
execute judgment in the earth : on the contrary, 
injustice, oppression, and violence have the ascen-^ 
dancy unto this day. If it be said that his king- 
dcxm is ^iritual, that he did establish an ascendancy 
of righteousness in the bosoms of his saints, and 
that thia is the true meaning of the prophecy ; I 
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anewer, that granting to the fullest extent the 
righteous character of the disciples of Jesus ; 
granting it to a degree that none of themselves 
will grant it: for they all feel and acknowledge 
themselves vile and carnal : yet still this itnearthly 
righteousness, existing in the hearts of a remnant 
of mankind, (scoffed and reviled hy the world,) 
cannot with any show of fairness or impartiality in 
the interpretation of language, be appealed to, as 
the fulfilment of a prophecy which speaks in such 
words of majesty as these, " he shall execute 
judgment and justice in the earth." 6. Again, the 
king, predicted in our text, was to have this re- 
markable and important event to characterize his 
reign, " in his days Judah shall be saved, and 
Israel shall dwell safely." To this particular, the 
past history of Jesus of Nazareth does in no wise 
correspond. On the contrary, Israel continued 
outcast, and Judah was trodden down and degraded 
in his days ; the sceptre had departed from Judah ; 
their tribute money was due to Ceesar ; they de- 
clared they had no king but Caesar j their ini- 
quities were at the full ; and a very few years 
afterwards they were utterly ruined in both churcli 
and state ; and dispersed abroad in disgrace among 
the nations, as we have seen, unto this day. If it 
be alleged, that the Judah and Israel of the pro- 
phecy mean the Christian church ; I answer, that 
this objection has been fairly met, and, as I think, 
satisfactorily refuted in our examination of the 
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thi]H;y-8ixth and thirty-seyenth chapters of Ezekiel ; 
and I cannot now diverge from mj main argument, 
to contend with those who persevere in asserting, 
that when the inspired prophets of Jehovah wrote 
Jews, they intended their readers to understand 
Gentiles. This characteristic, therefore, of the 
reign of the king, predicted by Jeremiah, does in 
no wise correspond with the history of the days of 
Jesus of Nazareth. Our text contains yet one par- 
ticular more. 7* The name by which the king, 
predicted by Jeremiah, would be called and known, 
is Jehovah our Righteousness. To this particular 
we find, by the New Testament, that Jesus of Na- 
zareth corresponds in a certain sense. He is de- 
' clared to be made of God unto his people righte- 
ousness, to be the end of the law for righteousness ; 
and the desire and prayer of his true followers is 
to be found in him not having their own righteous- 
ness, but his. But as yet, this is stated only to the 
ear and heart of faith. The disciples of Jesus can- 
not manifest it in the earth, cannot prove it to the 
world, cannot show, so as to convince gainsayers, 
what Master they serve, and in what righteousness 
they are clothed. This royal name is not fully 
proclaimed even in the Christian church; nor is 
the sublime doctrine contained in it, admitted or 
believed in its simplicity and fulness, by one in a 
thousand of those who call Jesus master. Be- 
sidesj let us attend to the prophecy. The speaker 
is a Jew ; the subjects of the king, just mentioned 
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in the preceding words, are Jews ; and the plain 
construction of the passage requires that the pro- 
noun oji/r be referred to the Jews : so that the pro- 
phecy declares the name by which the king- shall be 
called amongst his Jewish subjects in those days, 
to be Jehovah our Righteousness. Now, have the 
Jews acknowledged Jesus of Nazareth as Jehovah 
their Righteousness ? Surely not. 

Upon the whole, then, we see that Jesua of Na- 
zareth did not completely fulfil this prophecy. 
Need I even suggest the inquiry. Has it been ful- 
filled since his time ? No. Many monarchs have 
indeed reigned and prospered since, Conetantine 
and Justinian of Rome, Charles of Germany, 
Henry of France, our own Henrys and Edwards 
of England ; but none of these were of the stock 
of David, none of these were righteous, none of 
them gave peace and safety to Israel ; and to apply 
to any of these the royal name of the king in the 
prophecy, would be blasphemy Itself. 

We have arrived, then, at a most important con- 
clusion, important in itself, and important in its 
bearing upon other argTiments : to wit, that this 
prophecy by Jeremiah has never yet, up to this 
moment, found a complete ftilfilment. 

Will it ever be completely fulfilled? Lc* the 
Bacred text itself make answer — Behold, thus saith 
the Lord! The Lord who cannot lie hath spoken 
it, and it must be fulfilled. 

When? and in whom? These are questions of 
interest, both to Jew and Gentile, 
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Of the seven particulars mentioned in this pro* 
phecj, we hare seen that three were perfectly and 
literally appropriated to himself by Jesus of Naza- 
reth ; that three others were not appropriated a;t 
aJU ; and that the seventh was appropriated, but in 
a partial manner. Now it is admitted by all who 
receive the Scriptures as the word of God, that 
Jesus Christ who was dead, and is aUve again, will 
return to this earth. He sitteth at the li^bi; hand 
pf God the Ffl^her Almighty, ^^ from thence he 
duM came.^*^ ^^ He diall come again with glory/' ** 
'< M whose coming, aU men shall rise again with 
t^eir bodies."<^ It is the creed of every Christian 
church, and of every Christian, that Jesus Christ 
will come again. It is the distinguishing hope oi 
those who surround his table : they show forth hia 
death tiU he came. Now this revealed truth, tibat 
he will come again, in connexion with the sul^ct 
before us, excites a presumption at least, if not a 
positive expectation^ that as some parts of this pro- 
phecy are applicable to him and to no other, the 
remaining parts will be applicable to him when he 
returns : so that in what he did at his first advent 
to the earth, combined widi what he will do at his 
second \ the whole prophecy will find m him a com- 
pliete fiilfilment. He has done what identifies 
THE pebson predicted : he will do what will 
accomplish the fulfilment of the history 
predicted. 

Suppo^g this expectation to be well grounded ; 

* Aposde's Creed. ^ Nicene Creed. . " Athanaeian Creed. 
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when he returns he must throw oiF his disgniBe of a 
servant, and assert his royal authority; he must sub- 
due his enemies and give peace, and plenty, and hap- 
piness to his friends and willing subjects ; he must 
unsheathe the sword of justice in the earth, and so 
execute judgment, as to give occasion to say, " ve- 
rily, there is a reward for the righteous ; verily, there 
is a God that judgeth in the earth." In his days 
Judah must be saved, and Israel dwell safely : and he 
must be recognized and hailed by the Jewish nation 
as Jehovah their Righteousness. Now it is certainly 
remarkable, to say no more, that those things which, 
from this prophecy, we are naturally led to expect 
would come to pass, are precisely the things which, 
in other prophecies, we are told shall come to pass 
at the second Advent of the Lord. 

Jesus Christ shall return, not in disguise as be- 
fore, but with power and great glory. He shall he 
manifested as the King of kings, and Lord of 
lords, reigning and prospering j executing judg- 
ment and justice in the earth ; subduing his ene- 
mies under him ; and giving peace, and plenty, and 
happiness, to his friends. 

These are all exceedingly important points; but I 
merely enumerate them here, because (though im- 
portant,) they are, as I said, only collateral to our 
main subject which keeps the Jews in prominence. 
This is the next particular of the prophecy. Judah 
shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely. And 
the liilfilment of it is largely and explicitly connected 
with the second coming of the Lord. " There- 
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fore, behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
they shall no more say, The Lord liveth, which 
brought up the children of Israel out of the land 
of Egypt J but. The Lord liveth, which brought 
up, and which led the seed of the house of Israel 
out of the north country, and ^om all countries 
whither I had driven them ; and they shall dwell 
in their own land." And again, " Behold, I will 
bring it health and cure ; and I will cuire them, and 
will reveal unto them the abundance of peace and 
truth. And I will cause the captivity of Judah 
and the captivity of Israsl to return, and will build 
them a^ at thefrrst.^ And I will cleanse them from 
all their iniquity, whereby they have sinned against 
me ; and I will pardon all their iniquities whereby 
they have sinned, and whereby they have trans- 
gressed agidnst me. And it shall be to me a name of 
joy, a praise, and an honour before all the nations of 
the earth, which shall hear all the good that I do 
unto them : and they shall fear and tremble for all 
the goodness, and for all the prosperity that I pro- 
cure unto it.*'* (See also Isaiah xiv. 1, 2 ; and xxvii. 
1% 13; and li. 22, 23; and Ix. passim; Ezekiel 
xxxiv. xxxvi. xxxvii. ; Hosea iii. 4, 5 ; Micah iv. ; 
Zechariah viii. 22, 23 ; xii. 6 — 10 ; xiv. passim.) 

' If Israel mean the ten tribes^ as distinguished from the two, 
the prophecy is> as we allege, unfulfilled as yet : — if Israel mean 
Gentile converts, how were they builded at the first? See 
page 134. 

• Jer. xxxiii. 6 — 9. 
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Ab the complete fulfilment of the seventh parti- 
cular of the prophecy, we read, concerning' the Lord 
the King, that in him i^hall all the seed of Israel be 
justified, and shall glory. Surely shall one say, in 
the Lord have I rig-hteousness and strength. This 
is the heritag'e of the servants of the Lord, and 
their righteousness is of me, saith Jehovah/ 

WTiere, now, is the harshness, where the enthu- 
siasm, where the inconcluaiveness of this line of 
argument ? AVhere, also, I woiild ask, is there any 
other interpretation which deals so fairly with the 
langxiag'e of the prophet, not evading or explaining 
away a sing'le word, but taking all as it stands ; 
hailing the application of as much of it to Jesus of 
Nazareth, as the New Testament history literally 
warrants, and expecting the similarly literal appli- 
cation of the remainder, and the manifested fulfil- 
ment of it all, just as the prophet haa spoken. 

The conclusion, then, which I draw from all 
this is, that Jesus Christ is the king spoken of in 
this place by Jeremiah : that at his first coming, be 
laid hold of a part of this prophecy ; and that at 
his second coming, he will lay hold of the remain- 
ing parts of it ; that is, he will reign jH-oeperoufdy 
on the earth, he wilt execute judgment and justice 
in the earth, he will restore Judah and Israel to 
peace and safety in their own land, and he will be 
acknowledged and proclaimed by them, with joy 
and gladness, Jehovah their Righteousness. Per- 
' Isaiah xlv. 24, 25. and liv. 17. 
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mit me here to suggest to any intelligent man^ wlio 
hears me, and does not agree with me, that it will 
be more suited to the importance and difficulty o{ 
the subj»:t, and more becoming his professed zeal 
for the trutl^ to construct a grave and deliberate 
answer to the reasons which I have advanced, than 
bfi^y, or dogmatically, to deny the conclusion 
widch I have drawn. 

. Making this conclmon the basis of a fresh ar- 
gument,. I proceed to say, that as the Lord Jesus, 
at his second conung, will re^n prosperously on 
the earth, and execute judgment and justice in tke 
earth ; it follows that the earth cannot be destroyed 
immediately on hk second coming* Changed if 
may be^ in whole otr m part. This, tc^ether with 
the nafture of the change,, is another question ; but 
iBnally destroyed it cattm>t be. And further, as the 
Lord Jesus, at his second coming, will restore the 
Jews to tkeir own land ; it foHows, that whatevef 
change may have taken place on the earth, the 
geographical distinctions of countries wiU remain 
discernible, so far, at least, as wiU be necessary to 
distinguish Palestine from all the other countries 
of the earth ; and national distinctions will remaiit 
discernible, so far, at leasts as wiS be necessary to 
distinguish the Jewish nation from all the other 
natione of the earth. Here^ again, I suggest to 
the intelligent objector, the propriety of gravely 
rating the premises, rather than, rashly denying 
the concliisi(»i. 
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We may now advance to make some further in- 
quiries concerning this great King in his kingdom, 
and this must be done with all practicable brevity. 

First, then, let us inquire concerning the reality 
and identity of the King's person in that day. Here 
I begin to address a different class of persons : I 
mean those who have ag-reed with me in all I have 
hitherto advanced, but who, on the subject, of the 
King's person, do not agree one with another. 
This point has been strenuously debated, and some 
of you, my brethren, well know that the hinge of 
the controversy among ourselves, turns upon this 
pivot. Now I do not dogmatize to any of my 
brethren ; I examine carefully, I declare my mind 
freely and boldly : but I neither set up my opinion 
as a standard, nor do I think or feel less kindly 
towards any of my fellow-students in the word of 
God, because they form and maintain opinions dif- 
ferent from mine. " I speak as to wise men, judge 
ye what I say." 

On the subject of the King's person, then, in the 
great day of triumph, I refer to the first prophecy 
addressed to the devil in the Garden of Eden, Gen. 
iii. 15 : " And I will put enmity between thee and 
the woman ; and between thy seed and her seed: it 
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." 
I refer to the prophecy reiterated to the Patriarch, 
Gen. xxii. 17: "That in blessing I will bless thee, 
and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the 
stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon 
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the sea-sfaore ; and thy seed shall possess the gate 
of his enemies ; and in thy seed shall all the nations 
of the earth be blessed, because thou hast obeyed 
my voice." I refer to the prophecy addressed by 
the angel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary, Luke i. 
31, 32 ; ** And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy 
womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his 
name Jesud. He shall be great, and shall be called 
the Son of the Highest : and the Lord God shall 
give unto him the throne of his father David ; and 
he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever \ 
and of his kingdom there shall be no end." 

From these passages we learn that he who is to 
bruise the serpent's head is the seed of the woman 
— ^that he who is to possess the gate of his enemies, 
is the seed of Abraham — ^that he who is to sit on 
the throne of his father David, is that man child 
conceived in the womb of the Virgin, and called 
Jesus. What is this seed, this holy thing, but the 
human nature of our Lord ? And how shall the 
prophecy be fulfilled, if the human nature of Jesus 
be not the conqueror and the king ? If the vic- 
tory be gained, and the kingdom established and 
administered by the out-pouring of the Holy Ghost 
in the absence of the human nature of Jesus ; then 
it is not the seed of the woman who does these 
things, for Jehovah the Holy Ghost was never in- 
carnate. The prophecy says distinctly, that the 
seed of the woman, the seed of Abraham, the child 
Jesus, shall do these things ; and the conclusion 

M 
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which I draw from this is, that our Lord Christ, 
in his human nature, returning to this earth in 
like manner as he quitted it from Mount Oli- 
vet, will confound his adversaries, perfect his elect, 
restore his dispersed nation, still heloved for the 
fathers' sake, and establish his kingdom in righte- 
ousness. 

To others, this will appear an imwarranta- 
ble conclusion ; and they will consider the pro- 
phecies referred to satisfactorily frdfilled, if the 
great consummation be brought about after a spi- 
ritual manner ; seeing that the seed of the woman^ 
by his obedience unto death, hath procured and sent 
the Holy Ghost to this work ; and that consequently, 
all that is done directly by the Spirit, may be said 
to be done by the Saviour, in his human nature. 

But according to this view, a most unwarrant- 
able liberty is taken with our text : it makes 
the first clause of this passage to be literally ful- 
filled; the king to be literally of the stock of 
David, (for the literal incarnation is not denied,) 
and it makes the fourth and fifth clauses of the 
same passage to be spiritually fulfilled ; the king 
not literally executing judgment and justice in the 
earth, after a visible manner, so as to overwhelm 
gainsayers, and vindicate his friends in the eyes of 
the world; but spiritually establishing righteous^ 
ness in the hearts of his people. Is this distinction 
authorized or warranted by the prophecy itself? or 
is it introduced, in order to accommodate the pro- 
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phecjr to the supposed interpretation ? We reject 
it, and maintain consistently, that the reign of the 
seed of David, will be as literal as his incarnation. 
The angel Grabriel said to the virgin Mary, 1. 
thou shalt bring forth a son ; 2. the Lord God 
shall give unto him the throne of his father David. 
Here were two prophecies. Had Mary applied to 
the former the canon of interpretation, now com- 
monly applied to the latter, she could not have 
believed, that she was literally to bear a son. If 
we would apply to the latter the canon of inter* 
pretation which history has shown to belong to the 
former, we could not deny the personal, literal 
reign of Jesus Christ, over the twelve tribes of Is- 
rael in Jerusalem. The only objection which can 
be urged against this is unbelief. Thus saith the 
Lord God concerning Mary, ^^ Blessed is she that 
believed ; for there shall be a performance of those 
things which were told her from the Lord.'* 

& Let us inquire concerning the appearance of 
the king's person in that day. On this point it 
seems to me, that the history of the transfiguration 
of Jesus on Mount Tabor, was intended to instruct 
US} that transfiguration being, as I think, a spe- 
cimen and earnest of the glorious appearance of 
our Lord the King in his kingdom. It was a pro- 
phecy by a fact. God reveals his purposes in two 
ways : there are prophecies in words, and prophe- 
cies by facts* When God said, by his servant 
Daniel^ ** Messiah shall be cut off, but not for him- 

M 2 
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self ;" there was a prophecy in words, of the vica- 
rious death of the Lord Jesus. When the Jewish 
people " took every man a lamb, according to the 

house of their fathers, a lamb for an house 

a lamb without blemish and the whole 

assembly of the congregation of Israel killed it in 
the evening, and they took of the blood, and struck 
it on the two side-posts, and on the upper door- 
post of the houses," there was a prophecy by a fact, 
of the same vicarious death. Compare Exod. xii. 
1 — 14, with 1 Cor. v. 7* 

When David said, "Thou wilt not leave my soul 
in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine holy one 
to see corruption ;" there was a prophecy in words, 
of the resurrection of Jesus Christ : (Acts ii. 24 — 
30:) when Jonah was enclosed in the whale, and 
the third day vomited forth again on the dry land, 
there was a prophecy by a fact, of the same re- 
surrection. (Matt. xii. 39, 40.) 

When the Holy Ghost, by the mouth of Jeremiah, 
said, " Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
I will make a new covenant with the house of Is- 
rael, and with the house of Judah ; not according 
to the covenant which I made with their fathers. 

But this shall be the covenant ..... I 

will put my law in their inward parts, and write it 
in their hearts,'* &c. — there was a prophecy in 
words, of the new covenant. When Sarah, the 
free-woman, bare a son to Abraham, against the 
course of nature, according to the promise, and 
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by the sovereign power of God, there was a pro^ 
phecy by a fact, of the same new covenant. (Gal. iv. 
22—31.) 

So also, when Jesus said, " The Son of Man 
shall come in the glory of his Father, with his 
angels," — he prophesied, in words, of his second 
advent in glory. And when he was transfigured 
before Peter, James, and John, on Mount Tabor, 
there was a prophecy by a fact, of the same glo- 
rious advent. 

It was by a consideration of that glory, that 
Jesus had been impressing upon his disciples the 
importance of following him fiiUy, and cheerfully 
suffering for his sake : " If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, 
and follow me. For whosoever will save his life, 
shall lose it ; and whosoever shall lose his life for 
my sake, shall find it. For what is a man profited, 
if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul ? or what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul ? For the Son of Man shall come in the glory 
of his Father, with his angels ; and then he shall 
reward every man according to his works.*' In 
order to give this exhortation full force upon them, 
he promises to some of them a specimen of this 
influential glory : " Verily, I say unto you, there 
be some standing here, which shall not taste of 
death, till they see the Son of Man coming in his 
kingdom*'* Accordingly, six days after, he was trans- 
figured in the presence of three of them ; and his face 
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did Bhine as the sun, and his raiment was white as 
the light. Thus they were supplied with some 
distinct idea of what the glory was to be, to the 
end that they might teach others, when the proper 
time should come for making it known. They 
were not to make it known until after his resurrec- 
tion. Jesus charged them, saying, " Tell the vision 
to no man, until the Son of Man be risen again 
from the dead. This restriction was necessary : 
had his glory been proclaimed, it would have frus- 
trated his gracious purpose of suffering : for had 
the rulers known him, they would not have cruci- 
fied the Lord of glory. It was necessary, how- 
ever, that the earnest of his glorious appearance 
should be given, previous to his resurrection j be- 
cause, the object of his appearing, subsequent to 
his resurrection, being that he might be identified, 
and the literal resurrection of his flesh established 
beyond a doubt ; it was of course necessary, that 
his body should then appear, not in a glory to 
which they were strangers, but as it had done in 
ordinary, before his death. At the time appointed, 
his disciples declared the glorious vision, and the 
]ang:uage of St. Peter, in so doing, fully justifies the 
exposition of the event here given. (See 2 Pet. i. 
IG, 17, 18; and compare Matt. xvi. 24 — 28, and 
xvii. 1—10.) 

The appearance of the Lord Jesus, therefore, 
the King of the Jews, when he shall return to 
this earth, and execute justice and judgment in the 
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earth, will not be any mysterious shechinah, or 
inexplicable cherubim, as in typical days of old ; 
but plainly a man, with risen flesh and bones, in 
figure as a man, and beaming in the glory of God. 

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth 
not yet appear, what we shall be ; but we know, 
that when He shall appear, we shall be like Him^ 
for we shall see Him as He is. The King of the 
restored Jews shall be also the King of the risen 
saints in that day ; for they that are Christ's, shall 
rise at his coming ; and he shall change the bodies 
of our humiliation, that they may be fashioned like 
unto the body of his glory. 

Such, brethren, is the transporting prospect set 
before us ; and the beloved disciple says, every man 
that hath this hope in hirrij purifieth himself^ even 
as Jesiis is pure. 
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Isaiah Hi. 9, 10. 



•* Break forth into joy^ sing together, ye waste 

pUwes of Jerusalem : for the Lord hath com-* 

forted his people^ he hath redeemed Jerusalem. 

The Lord hath made hare his holy arm in the 

eyes of all the nations ; and aU the ends of the 

earth shall see the salvation of ov/r Ood** 

We have now adranced, and I tldnk, established, 
from the sure word of God, these important posi- 
tions concerning the Jewish nation. — 1. Although 
many individuals among them may be, as many 
have been, converted to Christianity, and thereby 
incorporated with the church of Christ ; yet the 
Jews, ew a nation, shall be preserved to the end, a 
completely separate people. 2. So preserved sepa- 
rate, they shall be restored as a nation to the pos- 
session of that land, wherein their fathers dwelled. 
And, — 3. So restored, they shall have our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the son of David, to be their king. 

There remain two topics more, the subjects of 
many and most animated predictions, to which I 
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now solicit your attention, and with which I shall 
conclude. 

I. The restored Jewish nation shall hare na- 
tional pre-eminence in the earth. 

II. The restored Jewish nation shall prove a 
blessing to all the nations of the earth. 

On these subjects, the language of the prophets 
is sometimes that of ordinary prediction ; but more 
frequently, of rapturous apostrophe and admira- 
tion. Addressing the restored Jewish nation, as 
standing before their eyes in her glory and beauty^ 
they proclaim her to be the glory and beauty of the 
whole earth ; they call also upon the heavens and 
the earth, to rejoice in her redemption, and the 
manifested glory of her God therein : and they hail 
the light of the Lord, which shall then have arisen 
upon her, as the attraction unto salvation of all the 
ends of the world. " Awake, awake 1 put on thy 
strength, O Zion ; put on thy beautiful garments, 
O Jerusalem, the holy city : for henceforth, there 
ahall no more come into thee the uncircumcised 
and the unclean. Shake thyself from the dust j 
arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem : loose thyself 
from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of 
Zion. Sing, O ye heavens, for the Lord hath done 
it ; shout, ye lower parts of the earth ; break forth 
into singing, ye mountains, O forest, and every 
tree therein ; for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, 
and glorified himself in Israel. Break forth into 
joy, sing together ye waste places of Jerusalem, for 
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tlie Lord hath comforted his people, he hath re- 
deemed Jerusalem. The Lord hafh made bare his 
holy arm in the eyes of all the nations ; and all the 
ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our 
God/' 

• 

The beam that shines on Zion's h\\\. 

Shall lighten every land ; 
The King who reigns in Zion's towers^ 

Shall the whole world command. 

!• The restored Jewish nation shall have na- 
tional pre-eminence in the earth. 

This is the main point with Isaiah. He does, 
indeed, describe, with all but historical accuracy, 
the work of salvation by Messiah, at his first 
coming. He does, indeed, mourn with ^olian 
plaintiveness, over the present degraded state of 
Zion, till Messiah returns with power as her Re- 
deemer. But when that longed-for era is set before 
him by the Spirit, however the prelude of his 
strain may touch on other topics, and introduce 
the conqueror as coming with vengeance on Moab, 
or Babylon, or Bozra, it is but the prelude. The 
risen glory of the Jewish nation, is the brightness 
of the field of view, in his, prophetic glass. There 
he hastens, there the chorus rests, and swells, and 
prolongs, and repeats its tones of ecstatic harmony. 
The soul of the seer is satisfied with the theme. 
The Spirit of the Lord is willing that he should be 
so. " Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the 
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. And the 
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Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the 

brightness of thy rising. The abundance of the 

sea shall be conrerted unto thee, the forces of the 

Gentiles shall come unto thee. The multitude of 

camels shall cover thee ; the dromedaries of Midian 

and Ephah, all they from Sheba shall come : they 

shall bring gold and incense ; and they shall show 

forth the praises of the Lord. Surely the isles 

shall wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish first, to 

bring thy sons from far, their silver and their gold 

with them, unto the name of the Lord thy God, 

and to the Holy One of Israel, because he hath 

glorified thee. And the sons of strangers shall 

build up thy walls, and their kings shall minister 

unto thee ; for in my wrath I smote thee, but in 

my favour have I had mercy on thee. Therefore, 

thy gates shall be open continually ; they shall not 

be shut day nor night ; that men may bring unto 

thee the forces of the Gentiles, and that their kings 

may be brought. For the nation and kingdom 

that will not serve thee shall perish ; yea, those 

nations shall be utterly wasted. The sons also of 

them that a^cted thee, shall come bendiiig unto 

thee ; and all they that despised thee, shall bow 

themselves down at the soles of thy feet ; and they 

shall call thee the city of the Lord, the Zion of the 

Holy One of Israel. Whereas, thou hast been 

forsaken and hated, so that no man went through 

thee.*' — The utter impossibility of applying such 

expressions as these to the Christian church, which 
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has never been so forsaken, corroborates our 
former arguments, condemns the evasive system of 
figurative interpretation, and identifies the party 
addressed by the prophet, to wit, the long for- 
saken and hated, but in the end, restored and glo- 
rious nation of the twelve tribes of Israel. — " I will 
make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many 
generations. Strangers shall stand and feed your 
flocks; and the sons of the alien shall be your 
plowmen and vine-dressers. But ye shall be named 
the priests of the Lord ; men shall call you the 
ministers of our God : ye shall eat the riches of the 
Gentiles, and in their glory shall ye boast your- 
selves.** 

This prophecy last quoted, describes the nature 
of the Jewish national glory, when their king 
shall be king over all the earth. One king, and 
his name one. It will not consist in such elements 
of superiority, as now constitute the glory of na- 
tions. Military and naval prowess, literary fame, 
commercial prosperity, splendid attainments in the 
arts and sciences for the enjoyment and embellish- 
ment of social life, enlightened aiid liberal policy, 
improving revenues — in a word, internal resources, 
and external power — domestic arrangements, which 
leave all other nations far behind -us ; and foreign 
influence, to dictate laws to the world ; making 
advantageous treaties to the aggrandisement of our 
empire, and the extension of our commerce ; or 
magnanimously making disadvantageous treaties. 



XECTURE Yll. 173 

to the glory of our generosity. These, and such as 
these, are now the themes of national triumph ; in 
these consists the pre-eminence of national glory. 
But the pre-eminence of the restored Jewish na- 
tion, will consist in a superiority of a wholly dif- 
ferent nature from this. 

The national glory of this dispensation is insepa- 
rable from unrighteousness. National honours are 
now the grand prizes of successful ambition ; na- 
tional emoluments, of successful traffic. Whether 
combination or opposition be traced in the various 
wheels of the machine, it is self that supplies the 
moving power : interest and vanity compose the 
main-springs. Principle is outraged, friendships 
violated, truth disregarded, consistency scoffed at : 
envy, hatred, and malice, are inspired into the rival 
pretenders to the prizes, and pride into their triumph- 
ant possessors. Deceit and fraud, dishonesty and 
dishonour, are in the way ; loftiness and tyranny, 
luxury and self-indulgence, are at the end. This 
is but too susceptible of proof, if such proof were 
our present object. Indeed, it is not denied, all 
disguise is thrown off; and the man who would 
now talk of disinterested patriotism, in any other 
way than with a sneer at the hypocrisy of the pre- 
tension, would be considered as more eligible for 
exportation to Utopia, than for a seat in our sen- 
sible senate-house. 

The restored Jewish nation, on the contrary, 
shall be, what our world has never yet seen, nor 
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ehall Bee, till Israel presents the gloriotiB consum- 
mation — A RIGHTEOUS NATION ! " In that day, 

shall this song- be filing- in the land of Judah 

Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation, which 
keepeth the truth, may enter in." " Thy people 
also shall be all righteous .- they shall inherit the 
land for ever, the branch of my planting-, the work 
of my hands, that I may be glorified. A little one 
shall become a thousand ; and a small one a strong 
nation : 1 the Lord will hasten it in his time. I 
will put my law into their inward parts, and write 
it in their hearts ; and will be their God, and they 
shall be my people. And they shall teach no 
more every man his neighbour, saying. Know the 
Lord : for the}/ shall all know me, from the least of 
them unto the greatest of them. And I will give 
them one heart, and one way, that they may fear 
me for ever, for the g-ood of them, and of their 
children after them : I will not turn away from 
them to do them good, but I will put my fear in 
their hearts, that they shall not depart from me. 
Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and tfe 
shall be clean ; from all your filthiness, and from al) 
your idols wUl I cleanse you ; a new heart also 

will I give you and I will put my Spirit 

within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, 
and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them 

I will also save you from all your unclean- 

neases The remnant of Israel shall not do 

iniquity, nor xpeak lies, neither shall a deceitful 
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tongue be found in their mouth In that 

day there shall be upon the bells of the horses 

HOLINESS UNTO THE LoRD.*** 

Again, the national glory of this dispensation is 
inseparably connected with waVj and the wretched- 
ness and misery consequent thereupon. It opens 
various pretexts for aggression to ambitious mo- 
narchs : it supplies various themes for irritating 
eloquence to rival statesmen. Quarrels of pride 
ensue. Monarchs and statesmen do not fight alone, 
but drag in their train the thousand kindling spirits 
of their subjects, ardent to redress the nation's 
wrongs, to vindicate the nation's glory. Hence 
the voice of mourning in their lands, the widow's 
tear, the orphan's cry ! delirant reges^ plectuntu/r 
Achivi. 

The restored Jewish nation, on the contrary, 
shall be a peaceful nation ; and, under their domi- 
nion, there shall be universal and permanent peace 
in all the earth. ^* Look upon Zion, the city of 
our solemnities : thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a 
quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall not be taken 
down ; not one of the stakes thereof shall ever be 
removed, neither shall any of the cords thereof be 
broken : but there the glorious Lord will be unto 
us a place of broad rivers and streams ; wherein 
shall go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant 

' Isa. xxvi. 1, 2; Ix. 21, 22; Ixi. 3. Jer. xxxi. 33; xxxir. 
39, 40. Ezek. xxxvi. 24—29. Zeph. iii. 13. Zedi. x\y. 
20, 21. 
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ship pass thereby. For the Lord is our Judge, the 
Lord is our Lawgiver, the Lord is our King- ; he 
will save us In his days, shall the righ- 
teous flourish, and abundance of peace so long as 

the moon endureth And he shall judge 

among many people, and rebuke strong nations 
afar off ; and they shall heat their swords into 
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooka : 
nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, nei- 
ther shall they learn war any more. But they 
ehall sit, every man under his vine, and under his 
fig-tree ; and none shall make them afraid : for the 
mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoken it. In 
that day, saith the Lord, will I assemble her that 
halteth, and I will gather her that is driven out, 
and her that I have afflicted : and I will make her 
that halted a remnant, and her that was cast Jhr 
offy a strong nation : and the Lord shall reign over 
them in Mount Zion, from henceforth even for 
ever. And thou, O tower of the flock, the strong- 
hold of the daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it 
come, even the first dominion ; the kingdom shall 
come to the daughter of Jerusalem." '' The child 
that was born imto us of the seed of Abraham ; 
the Son that was given unto us of a virgin of the 
honse and lineage of David : the Saviour, on whose 
unneen arm a chosen people have been long leaning 
• for support, in the midst of temptation, and perse- 
Ution, and acorn, shall then have the visible 
l»u. xAixiii. 20—24. Ps. Ixxii. 7. Micah \y. 1 —8. 
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government of the world upon his shoulder, and 
be manifested as the Prince of peace. " Of the in- 
crease of his government and peace, there shall be 
no end : upon the throne of David, and upon his 
kingdom, to order it and to establish it, with judg- 
ment and with justice, from henceforth even for 
ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform 
this/'« 

Once more. The national glory of this dispen- 
sation may consist with infidelity. A man who is 
an infidel may be a glorious king ; a glorious general 
or admiral; a glorious statesman, poet, artist, or 
philosopher. Men of any creed or of no creed are 
alike eligible to national honour and glory. Of 
such a nature is this glory, that its richest laurels 
may entwine a brow within which the fear, or even 
the existence of a God has ceased to call up a single 
serious reflection; its brightest trophies, its stars 
of pride, may adorn a bosom, which hai never 
heaved under the pressure of conscious sin, or felt 
Bn emotion of love towards Him who gave his life 
to save the sinner. 

The restored Jewish nation, on the contrary, 
-shall be a nation of true worshippers of the one 
only living and true God — Jehovah in Trinity — 
the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Israel. In- 
fidelity will be impossible. " They shall all know 
me, saith the Lord, from the least of them unto 
the greatest of them. Neither shall they defile 

* Isa. ix. 6, 7. 

N 
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themselves any more with their idols, nor with 
Iheir detestable things, nor with any of their trans- 
gressions. I will place them, and multiply them, 
and will set mt sanctuary in the midst of them 
for evermore. My tabernacle^ also, shall be with 
them : yea, I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people. And the heathen shall know that I, 
the Lord, do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary 
shall be in the midst of them for evermore.'' "* 

Thus it appears, that the glory, the kmgdom, 
the pre-eminence of the restored Jewish nation, 
shall consist in their nearness to God, and his near- 
ness to them. His sanctuary in the midst of them 
will cause all the nations of the earth to do them 
honour i and their holy superiority shall be exer- 
cised in perfect national and individual righteous- 
ness, in universal and uninterrupted peace. 

But how can these things be ? How can righ- 
teousn^, and peace, and true devotion supersede, 
among the nations, the high and lofty splendour, 
the pride and glory of military and naval supe- 
riority ? The answer is, the sceptre of Messiah's 
kingdom in the earth will be a sceptre of righteous- 
ness. His people's prayer shall be heard and an- 
swered — Thy will be done in ea/rthy as it is in 
heaven I " The lofty looks of man shall be hum- 
bled, and the haughtiness of man shall be bowed 
down, and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that 
day : for when his judgments are in the earth, the 

•* Jer. XXXI. 34. £zek, xxxvii. 23 — 28, 
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inhabitants of the world will learn righteous- 



ness.'* 



Great will be the change, when God shall make 
clear to men's eyes and ears what are now only 
matters of faith : when the disregarded sanctions 
of the divine law shall be exhibited with power ; 
^'so that a man shall say, verily th^re is a reward for 
the righteous ; verily there is a God that judgeth 
in the earth." The judgments of men will be recti- 
fied. That which has been disjointed by sin, will 
be reset. The fear of the Lord will be seen and 
known to be wisdom ; and a nation pre-eminent in 
righteousness, and in favour with God, will be ac- 
knowledged the most glorious of the nations. 

II. The restored Jewish nation shall prove a 
blessing to all the nations of the earth. 

To this truth bear all the prophets witness. In- 
deed it is so incorporated in the sacred text with 
other subjects, that the passages already quoted 
have fully declared it. But more directly. 

It is predicted by Zechariah, that when the Jews 
shall be restored to their land, and their King shall 
have returned to reign over them, and over the 
whole earth, limTtg waters shall go out from Jervn 
salem. In parallel language, it is predicted by 
Joel, concerning the same period, that it shall 
come to pass in that day^ that the mxmntains shall 
drop down new wine, and the hills shall jlow with 
milk, and all the rivers of Judah shall flow with 

N 2 
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water J and a fountain shall come forth of the house 
of the Lord^ and shall water the valley of Shittim. 

Compare with these, the vision given to Ezekiel 
of the holy waters issuing from the temple, and 
flowing forth to the healing of the desert and the 
sea, so that whithersoever the waters shall come, 
every thing shall be healed and shall live.* 

This, it may be said, is highly figurative language. 
Doubtless, it is so : but the figure means some- 
thing literal ; and we must bear in mind the dif- 
ference between figurative language and figurative 
fulfilment. The latter is mere evasion. "The 
isupplies of grace (literal blessings) are often repre- 
sented in Scripture by rivers and streams of water, 
(figurative language,) which both cleanse and make 
fruitful the ground through which they pass." ^ " The 
passage refers to the wide eflEusion of divine know- 
ledge from Jerusalem restored. By living waters, 
there is good reason to believe are meant the gifts 
and graces of the gospel dispensation. That these 
benefits will be diffused more extensively by the 
restoration of the Jews, is not obscurely intimated 
in Romans xi. 15.*** 

In another prophecy, Zechariah informs us, with 
more literal plainness, " that there shall come peo- 
ple, and the inhabitants of many cities, and the 

• Zech. xiv. 8. Joel iii. 18. Ezek. xlvii. 1— 12. 
' Lowth on Zech. xiv. Compare John iv. 10 — 14 ; and vii. 
37—39. 

■ Newcome on Ezek. xlvii. Blayney on Zech. xiv. 8. . 
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inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, 
let us go speedily to pray before the Lord, and to 
seek the Lord of hosts : I will go also. Yea, many, 
people and strong nations shall come to seek the 
Lord of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the 
Lord. Thus saith the Lord of hosts; in those 
days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall 
take hold out of all languages of the nations, even 
shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew» 
saying. We will go with you : for we have heard 
that God is with you.'* ^ 

On the prophecy of Hosea, which concludes with 
the words, " great shall be the day of Jezreel,'* ^ 
Bishop Horsley remarks, " great, indeed, and happy 
shall be the day, when the holy seed of both 
branches of the natural Israel shall be publicly 
acknowledged of their God ; united under one 
head, their King Messiah ; and restored to the 
possession of the promised land, and to a situation 
of high pre-eminence among the kingdoms of the 
earth. The natural Israel were the first seed of 
the universal church ; and there is reason to he-. 
lieve, that the restoration of the converted Jews 
will be the occasion and means of a prodigious in- 
flux of new converts from the Gentiles in the latter 
ages. Thus the Jezreel of the natural Israel, from 
the first, have been, and to the last will prove, a 
seed sown of God for himself in the earth." 

A remarkable matter of fact, respecting the pro- 

*• Zech, viii. 20—23. » Hos. i. 10, 11 . 
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pagation of Cbristianity, closely connected with 
this scheme of interpretation, and I think strongly 
corroborative of it, is thus stated by Mr. Faber : — 
" In the course of a very few years, the religion of 
Christ had more or less pervaded the whole Roman 
empire, and had made successful inroads into the 
eontignous nations, both barbarous and civilized : 
in the course of little more than three centuries, it 
became the established theological system of the 
greatest and the most polished monarchy then sub- 
sisting. Succeeding events seemed to threaten, 
if not its absolute extinction, yet, at least, its con- 
traction within its orig-inal, narrow limits. But the 
result was the very opposite of what, by political 
sagacity, might reasonably have been anticipated. 
The religion of the conquering Goths we^, in every 
instance, nationally abandoned ; the religion of the 
conquered Romans was, in every instance, nation- 
ally adopted. Some of the northern warriors might 
be earlier, and some might be later proselytes : but 
the ultimate, universal concomitant of Gothic na- 
tional invasion was Gothic national conversion. 

" When this great moral revolution was effected, 
the victories of the Cross seemed, as it were, to be 
suddenly arrested in their mid career. Much 
about the time that our Saxon ancestors were ex- 
changing the ferocious idolatry of their fathers for 
the milder religion of Christ, the Saracens attacked 
the whole southern line of the Roman empire : 
and, after the interval of a few centuries, they were 



LECTURE vir* 183 

followed by the Scythic Turcomans. Each division 
of these irresistible conquerors obtained permanent 
settlements upon the Roman platform : the Sara^ 
cens in Syria, and Africa, and Spain ; the Turks, 
iti the entire territory of the eastern empire. Yet, 
mark the wide difference of the result. All those 
earlier invaders, who seized upon the fragments of 
Roman dominion from the north, embraced the 
religion of the vanquished ; though in direct oppo^ 
sition to a well-known maxim of Paganism, that 
ths su^ccess of their votaries was the sv/rest test 
of the power of the gods. All those later invadersj^ 
who planted themselves upon the Roman territory 
from the south-east and the east, not only rejected 
the religion of the vanquished, but continued to be 
pertinaciously animated by a most violent spirit of 
hostility against it. 

" The difference between the two cases is suffi- 
ciently striking : but the matter does not rest here* 
It is not, that other remote nations were rapidly- 
accepting the gospel, while the Saracens and the 
Turks, with an unhappy singularity, were rejecting 
it: so far from such being the fact, it would be 
difficult, I believe, to produce any prominent in- 
stance of a national conversion to Christianity^ 
subsequent to the period during which the ances- 
tors of the present Europeans received it as their, 
public rule of faith. The Mexicans and the Peru- 
vians, ' indeed, may have been half exterminated, 
and half forced into a semblance of our religion y. 
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and in our own days, on better prindples and to a 
purer mode of &ith, the petty isLands which are 
washed by the great Pacific Ocean, may have been 
nationally converted: but what are these, when 
contrasted with the vast field for missionary exer- 
tion, which stretches far into comparatively civilized 

^* IndividuaUy, some conquests may have been 
made by the pious and laborious men, who have 
undertaken the mighty task. But what has been 
done natianallt/ f What has been done upon a grand 
scale ? What has been effected, which bears any 
resemblance or proportion to the earlier triumphs 
of the Cross? Both Romanist, and Protestant, 
and Greek, are alike compelled to give the same 
desponding answer — ^just nothing. Look at Per- 
sia ; look at Arabia ; look at Boutan and Thibet ; 
look at Tartary ; look at Hindostan ; look at 
China ; in one word, cast your eyes over the whole 
of Southern Asia with its dependent islands ; and 
what do you behold ? Nowhere^ is the Cross na- 
tionally triumphant : evert/ where^ an incalculable 
majority of the people either bows to the idols of 
Paganism, or is besotted through the delusion of 
Mohammedanism. 

" What I have stated, though it may well serve 
to produce abundant speculation, is itself a mere 
naked matter qfjizct. However we may account for 
it, and however we may reject it, still nothing can be 
more clear, than that the progress of the gospel has 
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now for many ages been completely arrested. Nor 
must we attribute this notorious circumstance alto- 
gether to want of exertion. The depressed oriental 
church may indeed have been long in a state of 
constrained torpidity; but neither the Romanist 
nor the Protestant has discontinued the holy war- 
fare: and yet we all too well know, what very 
trifling effects have been produced either by the 
one or by the other. I say not this as undervaluing 
even the most trifling effects ; for, in one point of 
view, they are infinitely important, and as such, am- 
ply repay every exertion : but still, when we look 
back to the earlier centuries, what are a few thou- 
sands of scattered individuals, if compared to the 
unreclaimed millions which throng the vast conti- 
nents of Asia and Africa ? 

" The truth is, that, whatever partial success may 
attend missionary exertions in regard to individual 
Pagans or Mohammedans, the Gentiles will never 
be converted nationcdh/y and upon a large scaler 
until the Jews shall have been first converted : and 
the ground of this very important position is, that 
the converted Jews are destined^ in the unsearch- 
able wisdom of Oodj to he the sole^ finally success- 
Jul missionaries to the Oentile world.** 

Upon the nature of the blessing thus to be be- 
stowed upon the nations by means of the restored 
Jews, I observe, that it appears to me, it will be 
true and proper conversion to God : and not merely, 
as some persons have urged, a state similar to that 
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of Adam before the fall — a holy and happy state,' 
indeed, but still not the state of a converted sinner, 
upheld by the Holy Spirit. 

In support of the opinion that it will be a con- 
verted (a Christian and not an Adamic) state, I 
refer, first, to the sixty-seventh Psalm, which is a 
prayer of the Jewish nation concerning their final 
restoration, and its consequences on the earth. 
" God be merciful unto us, and bless us ; and cause 
his face to shine upon us, that thy way may he 
known upon earth, thy saving'health among aU 
nations," Here the alleged consequence of the 
lord's returning favour to the Jews, ia, that his 
saving health shall then be made known among the 
nations. And in the seventh verse, it is declared, 
that God shall bless the Jews, and the consequence 
shall be, " all the ends of the earth shall Jear 
him." These expressions are common for convey- 
ing the general idea of conversion ; and if it be 
denied that the nations shall be converted, some 
reason ought to be shown why the usual meaning 
of such expressions should be restricted in this 
place. 

I refer, secondly, to Isaiah liii. 11, compared 
with Isaiah xi. 9- " By his knowledge (the know- 
ledge of him) shall my righteous servant justify 
many." And, " They shall not hurt nor destroy 
in all my holy mountain : for the earth shall be 
filled with the knowledge of the Lord, aa the 
waters cover the sea." In the former of these 
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passages, justification is connected with the know- 
ledge of the Lord. In the latter, it is predicted, that 
the knowledge of the Lord shall be co-extensive with 
the inhabitants of the earth. It is, therefore, a 
matter of divine prediction, that all the inhabitants 
of the earth at that time, shall be justified. But 
justification is a blessing characteristic of a Chris- 
tian or converted state, a blessing described by^ 
apostles and prophets as bestowed upon the un^ 
godly ; and to predicate it of persons in an Adamic 
state, would be to employ the word in a sensa 
wholly different from the common scriptural use of 
it. Since, therefore, the nations of the earth shall 
be all justified, for they shall all have the know* 
ledge of the Lord, I conclude that they shall be in 
a converted state ; having peace with God, not as 
Adam had, in inherent righteousness without the 
knowledge of evil, but as we have, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

I refer, thirdly, to Romans xi. 12, 15. " If the 
&11 of them be the riches of the world, and the 
diminishing of them be the riches of the Gentiles ^ 

how much more their ftilness? For if 

the casting away of them be the reconciling of the 
world, what shall the receiving of them- be, but 
life from the dead ?'* The fall of the Jewish nation 
has been a blessing to the world, in opening a door 
for the gospel to come among the Gentiles to the 
conversion of a few : much morej argues the i^os* 
tle, the recovery of that nation shall be a blessing. 
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to the world, even life from the dead« But how 
much more, if the blessiug communicated after their 
recoverj be so inferior to gospel blessedness ? An 
Adamic state of innocent creatureship, is so infi- 
nitely inferior to a Christian state of union with 
God, that no increased proportion of the number 
of creatures so blessed, would justify the much more 
of the apostle. On the contrary, the Christian 
blessing of a few, would be the much more, yea, 
infinitely superior to the Adamic blessing of mil- 
lions. If^ however, the nature of the blessing be 
the same in both cases, then the circumstance of 
the vast increase of numbers may be fairly pleaded 
as the meaning of the much more. I conclude, 
therefore, that the nature of the blessedness com- 
municated to the nations of the earth, by means of 
the restored Jews, will be Christian — u e. union 
with God in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

I refer, fourthly, to Revelations xxi. The New 
Jerusalem is seen coming down from God out of 
heaven : and this glorious bride of the Lamb (even 
the aggregate of the mystical body of Christ, risen 
and translated into the image of their great Head) 
being described, it is added, at verse 24 — " ^nd 
the nations of them which are saved (twv tuatofuvw) 
shall walk in the light of it.** 

In opposition to this, it is urged, that if they be 
so Christianized, they cannot fall away : but it is 
predicted (Rev. xx. 7, 8) that they shall be de- 
ceived by the devil, and fall, after the millennium i 
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and, consequently, it is necessary to limit the nature 
of their blessedness during the millennium to an 
Adamic state, from which it is alleged they may 
fall, as our first parents did. 

I acknowledge the difficulty involved in this 
objection : but I do not feel it to be of such a 
nature as to interfere with the more obvious inter- 
pretation of the texts above considered. In the 
first place, it is grounded upon a passage of 
scripture, to the true meaning of which we have 
not one parallel text to guide us, or guard us 
against mistake. And secondly, the event pre- 
dicted in that solitary passage, is to~ take place at 
the end of a yet future dispensation. On both 
these accounts it is reasonable to suppose that the 
passage is more obscure, than those other passages 
which, with all the advantages of parallel reference, 
predict events much nearer at hand. And it seems 
to me, therefore, to be altogether unreasonable and 
inconclusive, to allow the supposed meaning of 
that passage, by a reflex influence, to dispossess the 
plainer interpretation of these. I prefer adhering 
to the natural meaning of these^ and acknowledging, 
that there is something in tlmt beyond my power 
to explain. Upon this general principle, 1 decline 
^submission to the difficulty grounded on this pas- 
sage of the Apocalypse. I do not, however, deny 
that a solitary text, if plain in itself, and involving 
no apparent opposition to other passages, is an 
abundantly sufiicient warrant for our most unhe^ 




VBO LECTURE VII. 

atating confidence : but the instance now before us 
is not of this obvious kind. K I were to hazard a 
conjecture in explanation, I would say, grace we 
know Is not hereditarj-, and there seem to be inti- 
mations in the prophecies of succeeding generations 
of men upon the earth during the millennium. 

It is objected, again, that the mystical body of 
Christ shall be completed at his second advent, 
and, consequently, admit of no increase ; and that, 
therefore, the nations of the earth subsequent to 
that event, cannot be brought into a Christian 
state. To this I reply ; that the objection thus 
urged, would as effectually exclude from Chris- 
tianity the restored Jewish nation, as it would the 
other nations of the earth. But we have already 
seen, that pardon of sin, true repentance, the im- 
puted righteousness of Jesus Christ, and the in- 
dwelling of the Holy Spirit — essentially Christian 
blessings — are amongst the predicted gifts of God 
to the Jews, in that day. It follows, therefore, 
that any view of the mystical body of Christ, which 
would exclude the restored Jewish nation from 
Christianity, must be founded upon a fallacy some- 
where. And if Christianity may be extended to 
one nation, in addition to the risen and translated 
saints, there is nothing in the principle of this objec- 
tion, to interfere with the similar extension of it, to 
all nations. Union to Christ is used in different 
senses in the Holy Scriptures. We read of " elect 
-angels ;" and it is written, that " in the dispensation 
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of the fulness of times God shall gather together in 
one, all things in Christ, both which are in heaven 
and which are in earth, even in Him." By the 
things in heaven here mentioned I understand the 
elect angels and the risen saints ; and by the things 
in earth, the restored Jews, and the then converted 
nations of the Gentiles. I cannot admit, therefore, 
that any conclusive argument against this view can 
be grounded upon a consideration of the mystical 
body of Christ. Is it not intimated ill Rev. xx. 12 — 
15, that some, whose names are written in the book 
of life, shall be raised from the dead at the end of 
the millennium ? At what period could these have 
died ? Not previous to the second advent of the 
Lord, for all they that are Christ's, shall have been 
raised or translated at his coming. Must not these, 
therefore, have died during the millennium ? And 
if so, the whole family of Christ, whose names are 
in the book of life, shall Tiot be completed at his 
second advent. 

Upon the more minute details^ however, of the 
Lord's kingdom, subsequent to its actual introduc- 
tion at the Lord's coming, I cannot satisfy myself 
that I have unequivocal scriptural ground to stand 
on; and, therefore, these latter observations are 
made, rather on the defensive against the objector, 
than as containing any positive assertion, or offering 
you any direct instruction. 

Upon the duration of the blessing thus commu- 
nicated to the nations it is to be remarked :— tha( 
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although the kingdom of the Lord, and o{ his risen 
saints, be frequently declared to be an eternal king- 
dom, enduring for ever, henceforth, even for ever, 
having no end ; (^^mXtvan u^ touc aiwvac, (cat r»(C 
^aiTiXtiag avrov ovk ttsrat rtXo^, Luke i. 33 ;) yet there 
is a revealed limit to the duration of that state of 
things on the earth, which is usually called, though, 
perhaps, very erroneously, the millennium. That 
limit is the period mentioned in Revelations xx. 
4, 5; "They" (the saints) "lived and reigned 
with Christ a thousand years. But the rest of the 
dead, lived not again until the thousand years were 
finished." 

Whether this be literally a thousand years, or 
whether the same description of reckoning should 
be applied to this period of years, that has been 
very generally, though, perhaps, erroneously ap- ■ 
plied to prophetic periods of months and weeks, 
and to periods marked only by the general term of 
times, I will not pretend to determine. But be it 
a thousand years literally, or, taking a day for a 
, year, three hundred and sixty thousand years ; it 
is still a definite period, and must have a termi- 
nation. 

" And when the thousand years are expired, 
Satan shall be loosed out of his prison : and shall 
go out to deceive the nations which are in the four 
quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather 
them together to battle j the number of whom is 
as the sand of the sea. And they went up on the 



k 



LECTURE .VII. 193 

breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the 
saints about, and the beloved city ; and fire came 
down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. 
And the devil that deceived them was cast into the 
lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the 
false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and 

night for ever and ever'* — etc rove auovag nav ai(avwv, 

ages of ages, the " secula seculorum'' of the vulgate. 
I have already acknowledged my difficulty con- 
cerning this passage. One point, however, and 
that of no small importance, is sufficiently clear 
from it. It condemns as an anti-scriptural fiction, 
the deluding doctrine of the universalists. The 
beast and the false prophet, the symbols by which 
the apostacy of the times of the Gentiles in all its 
forms was exhibited to the prophet, are described 
as already in the lake of fire, when the devil is cast 
into it. They had been cast into it alive, body and 
sold, with sudden destruction from the brightness 
of the Lord's coming at the beginning of the mil- 
lennium. But the wicked, who had died previ- 
ously, are not cast into it, till they receive their 
bodies at the end of the millennium ; nor is the 
devil confined to it till tJien. Then, however, 
"whosoever is not found written in the Lamb's 
book of life, is cast into that lake of fire," which 

shall burn eig rovg aivjvag rtjv aiwvtov. ** Their 

worm dieth not, and their fire is not quenched." 
See the Lord's fearful language, Mark ix. 42 

o 
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And now, my dear brethren, I have done. The 
nature of our subject and the necessity of a con- 
tinuous argument in the treatment of it, have pre- 
vented me from dwelling much upon the doctrines 
of the cross of Christ, or the details of experimental 
piety and personal righteousness. This I regret. 
Men and brethren, hearken 1 By the law is the 
knowledge of sin. By the deeds of the law shall 
no man living be justified, for all have sinned ; we 
are conceived in sin, and born in iniquity. Except 
a man be born again, he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of God. Repentance is a gift from God. 
Faith is a gift from God . Pardon of all sin is a gift 
■from God. Jesus Christ died, the just one, for 
us the unjust ; bearing our sins in his own body 
on the tree : and he is risen again, and exalted to 
the right hand of God, a Prince and a Saviour, to 
give repentance, and faith, and pardon. The blood 
of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin, and without 
shedding of blood there is no remission. 

Men and brethren, hearken 1 If any man be in 
Christ he is a new creature ; old things have passed 
away, and all things are become new. God dwells 
in the man. The man walks with God. His reli- 
gion is not a science, but a nature ; not a theory, 
but a life. His worship does not consist of the 
bended knee, the outstretched hands, and the up- 
lifted voice : neither is it confined to the church, 
the family, and the closet. These all are but oc- 
casional actings of it. Its habit is pervading ; ex- 
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tending to every faculty of body and mind ; origi- 
nating the motiyesy and thereby eanetifying the 
performances of daily duty, I beseech you, there- 
fore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept- 
able unto God, Tfhich is your reasonable service. 
And be not conformed to this world, but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect will of God. 

If you know and experience these things, and 
live no longer unto yourselves, but to him who 
died for you and rose again, then hi^py are ye ; 
and your studies of prophecy will be safe and 
honourable. But if not, all your inquiries, how- 
ever interesting in the pursuit, may prove but a9 
the delusive hopes of the enemies of Mount Zion. 
As it is written : — ** It shall even be as when a 
hungry man dreameth, and behold he eateth ; but 
he awaketh, and his soul is empty ; or, aa when a 
thirsty man dreameth, and behold he drinketh ; 
but he awaketh and behold he is faint, and hie 
soul hath appetite: so shall the multitude of all the 
nations be that fight against Mount Zion.'' 

Christians, be ready I Take heed to yourselves, 
lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with 
surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, 
and so that day come upon you unawares. For as 
a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the 
face of the whole earth. Watch ye, therefore, and 

o 2 
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pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to 
escape all these things that shall come to pass, and 
to stand before the Son of Man. 

Jews, be ready ! Addressing you as individuals, 
I say unto you, there is no salvation for any human 
being but in Jesus Christ. Neither circumcision 
ayaileth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new 
creature in Christ Jesus. In him, the son of Abra- 
ham, the son of God, there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, bond nor free, male nor female, but one 
faithful body. Believe, then, in him whom your 
fathers crucified, and ye shall be saved. 

Addressing you as a nation^ separate from every 
nation, I say unto you, mourn, mourn ye children 
of Judah, for your long, your deep offences against 
the Holy One of your fathers. You will not, indeed, 
acknowledge Jesus of Nazareth as your Messiah, 
till you see him : but you shall see him in such an 
hour as ye think not. Behold, we mourn for you, 
and pray for you, and we believe assuredly, that 
honour and glory await you in the land which the 
Lord your God hath promised to you : — -that you 
shall there see, and acknowledge, and admire him 
whom we love, and shall say, Hosannah to the 
Son of David ! Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord 1 Hosannah in the highest 1 

Lord, hasten it in its time I Even so, Amen. 
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I WOULD not be understood i^ c<nnciding ia sentiment witb 
Mr. Davison in all that be bas written. On tbe contrary, 
I cannot but consider his attempt to Fet aside tb^ more 
commonly received ppinipn of tbe divine institution of prir 
mitive sacrifice, to be a dgnal failure. Hp argues chiefly 
from the silence of tbe scripture history, as tQ £uiy 4ir^ 
(appointment of sacrifice in tbe patriarchal ag^ : contrasting 
this silence with the very express command upon the suIk 
ject, given in connexion with the Mosaic ritual ; (see pag^ 
9H of this Inquiry, &c.;) and be expresses himself with 
some severity against Kennicott, Witsius, &c. ; and als^ 
against Archbishop Magee, b^ause they r^cogniaje, m 
Gen. iii. 21. an intimation of the divine appcnntment c^ 
sacrifice. He calls their comments '^ remote and b^Msardr 
ous, not to say most arbitrary,^ and charges them with a 
complicated ingenuity involving a petitio prinoipii as to th^ 
main question at issue.^ (pp. 24 — 26, and note.) 
Yet ifi support of bis pwo opinion, that primitive sacrt 
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fice is to be traced to the invention of man, and not the 
appointment of God, he says, " Superstition, by an easy 
corruption of mind, might soon come to think, that the 
animal victim was not merely the representation of a de- 
served punishment, in which use it was rational ; but the 
real equivalent for it, in which sense it was most tmrea- 
sonahle : and thus resbrt to sacrifice for pardon, as well as 
confession." (p. 144.) What should be said of this hypo- 
thesis ? We know,, by 1 Pet. i. 19, ^, that sacrifice for 
sin was the purpose of God before the foundation of the 
world. To say, then, that fallen man, by the uninflu- 
enced exercise of his reason, aided by the unreasonable and 
superstitious corruptions of his mind, should have adopted 
a practice which happened to be in perfect unison with the 
mind of God, is perhaps to ascribe too much to a fortuitous 
coincidence. And, on the other hand, to admit that God 
secretly influenced man to the adoption of the practice, 
without any revealed commandment to that effect, is to 
yield what, after all, is the main question of the inquiry : 
since inspiration and revelation are alike divine. 
* Mr. Davison has offered no explanation^ of Gen. vii. 2. 
It is the first ewpress mention of the distinction between 
clean and unclean animals; yet it takes for granted, that 
Noah was already perfectly acquainted with this distinc- 
tion ; for, if ignorant of it, he could have made no attempt 
at obedience to the divine commandment, to lake with 
him into the ark, clean beasts by sevens, and unclean by 
pairs. If, therefore, it be rigidly denied that any revela- 
tion was given, but what is expressly contained in the 
letter of the record ; the advocates of that opinion are bound 
to show from what source Noah could hatte derived the in- 
formation, which it is manifest he possessed. Noah was 
previously acquainted with the distinction between clean 
and unclean animals; but the Scripture history, previous 
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to the time of Noah, contains no mention of such distinc- 
tion : does it therefore follow, that the distinction was an 
invention of men ? It would, I think, be difficult to show 
by what easy corruption of mind, superstition might have 
contrived to separata between the roebuck and the hare, 
the goat and the camel, the dove and the raven ; pronounc- 
ing on the one side clean, and on the other side unclean. 
If then it be conceded, that these and similar distinctions, 
were too delicate and detailed for human invention, the 
conclusion is inevitable. They were of divine institution ; 
but the Scripture history is silent upon the subject, until 
the long subsequent age of Moses ; and consequently, the 
silence of the early Scripture history, in the letter of it, is 
not conclusive against the fact of divine appointment ; al- 
though that silence stands in remarkable contrast with sub- 
sequent express revelation upon the subject in question. If 
this reasoning be correct, the very foundation of his system 
is withdrawn from Mr, Davison ; and the censures which 
he has so freely passed upon several distinguished divines, 
might have been spared. 

It does not belong to my presewt purpose, to pursue tMs 
argument further; and I would not have adverted to the 
subject at all, but that, feeling much indebted to Mr. Davi- 
son, for his work on Prophecy, and having expressed my- 
self in general terms of sincere commendation, I considered 
it my duty to accompany such expressions with this ne- 
cessary reservation and protest. 



W2 APPENDIX. 



[B.] 

THE TEN LOST TRIBES. 



The following paragraph, which lately appeared in a 
Grerman paper, under the head of Leipsic, is calculated to 
lead to some interesting inquiries :— • 

^^ After having seen, for some years past, merchants from 
Tiflis, Persia, and Armenia, amon^ the visitors at our fair, 
we have had, for the first time, two traders from Bticharia 
with Bhawht which are there manufactured of the Jmest 
wool of the goats of Tibet and CashmerCf by the Jewish 
FAMILIES, who form a third part of the population. In 
Bucharia (formerly the capital of Sogdiana) the Jews have 
been very numerous ever since the Babylonian captivity, 
and are there as remarkable for their industry and manu- 
factures as they are in England for their money transact 
tkms. It was not till last year that the Russian govem- 
mait succeeded in extending its diplomatic missions far 
into Bucharia. The above traders exehaoged their shawls 
for coarse and fine woollen cloths of such colours as are 
most esteemed in the East.^ 

Much interest has been excited by the infcnrmation whidi 
this paragraph conveys, and which is equally no\A and 
important. In none of the geographical works which we 
have consulted, do we find the least hint as to the existence 
in Bucharia, of such a body of Jews as that here men- 
tioned, amounting to one-third of the whole population : 
but as the fact can no longer be doubted, the next point of 
inquiry which presents itself, is. Whence have they pro- 
ceeded, and how have they come to establish themselves 
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in a region so remote from their original country ? 
This question, we think, can only be answered by sup» 
posing that these persons are the descendants of the 
long-lost Ten Tribes, concerning the fate of which 
theologians, historians, and antiquaries have been alike 
puzzled ; and, however wild this hypothesis may at first 
sight appear, there are not wanting circumstances to render 
it far from being improbable. In the 17th chapter of the 
second book of Ejngs, it is said, ^^ In the ninth year of 
Hodiea, the king of Assyria took Samaria, and carried 
Israel away unto Assyria, and placed them in Halah and 
in HabcHT, by the river of Grozan, and in the cities of the 
Medes ;^ and in the subsequent verses, as well as in the 
writings of the prophets, it is said, that the Lord then 
^^ put away Israel out oi his sight, and carried them away 
into the land of Assyria, unto this day.^ In the Apocrypha, 
2nd Esdras, xiii. it is said, that the Ten Tribes were car-* 
ried beyond the river (Euphrates), and so they were broughli 
into another land, when they took counsel togeth^, that 
they would leave the multitude of the heathen, and go 
forth into a further country, where never mankind dwelt; 
that they entered in at the narrow passages of the river 
Euphrates when the springs of the flood were stayed, and 
** went through the country a great journey, even of a 
year and a^half :^ and it is added, that '^ there they will 
remain until the latter time, when they will come forth 
again.'" The country beyond Bucharia was unknown to 
the ancients ; and it is, we believe, generally admitted that 
the river Gozan, mentioned in the Book of Kings, is the 
same as the Ganges, which has its rise in those very coun^ 
tries in which the Jews reside, of whom the Leipsic ac^ 
count q)eaks. The distance which these two merchants 
must have travdled cannot, therefore, be less than three 
thousand miles; and there can be litUe doubt that the 
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Jews, whom they represent as a third party of the popula- 
tion of the country, are descendants of the Ten Tribes of 
Israel, settled by the river Gozan. 

The great plain of central Asia, forming four principal 
sides, viz. Little Bucharia, Thibet, Mongols, and Mant- 
cheous, contains a surface of 150,000 square miles, and a 
population of 20,000,000. This vast country is still very 
little known. The great traits of its gigantic formation, 
compose, for the most part, all that we are certain of. It 
is an immense plain of an excessive elevation, intersected 
with barren rocks, and vast deserts, of a black and almost 
moving sand. It is supported on all sides by mountains of 
granite, whose elevated summits determine the different 
climates of the great continent of Asia, and form the divi- 
fflon of its waters. From its exterior flow all the great 
rivers of that part of the world. In the interior are a 
quantity of rivers, having little declivity, or no issue, which 
are lost in the sands, or perhaps feed stagnant wateTs. In 
the southern chains are countries, populous, rich, and civi- 
lized; Little Bucharia, Great and Little Thibet. The 
people of the north are shepherds and wanderers. Their 
riches consist in their herds. TJieir habitations are tents, 
and towns camps, which are transported according to the 
want of pasturage. The Bucharians enjoy the right of 
trading to all parts of Asia, and the Thibetiana cultivate 
the earth to advantage. The ancients bad caily a confused 
idea of Central Asia. " The inhabitants of this country," 
as we learn from a great authority, " are in a high state of 
civilization; possessing all the useful manufactures, and 
lofty houses built with stone. The Chinese reckon (but 
this is evidently an exaggeration) that Thibet alone con- 
tains 33,000,000 of persons- The merchants of Cashmere, 
on their way to Yarkand in Litlle Uucharia, pass through 
Little Thibet. This country is scaici'ly known to European 



APPENDIX. 205 

geographers."*^ The immense plain of CentralAsia is 
hemmed in, and almost inaccessible by mountain ranges of 
the greatest elevation, which surround it on all sides, ex- 
cept towards China ; and when the watchful jealousy of 
the government of the Celestial Empire is considered, it 
will scarcely be wondered at that the vast region in ques- 
tion is so little known. 

• Such is the country which these newly-discovered Jews 
are said to inhabit in such numbers. The following facts 
may, perhaps, serve to throw some additional light on this 
interesting subject. 

In the year 1822, a Mr. Sargon, who, if we mistake not, 
was one of the agents to the London Society, communicated 
to England some interesting accounts of a number of per- 
sons resident at Bombay, Cannanore, and their vicinity, 
wlio were evidently the descendants of Jews, calling them- 
selves Beni-Israel, and bearing, almost uniformly, Jewish 
names, but with Persian terminations. This gentleman, * 
feeling very desirous to obtain all possible knowledge of 
their condition, undertook a mission for this purpose to 
Cannanore ; and the result of his inquiries was, a convic- 
tion that they were not Jews of the one tribe and a half, 
being of a different race to the white and black Jews at 
Cochin, and, consequently, that they were a remnant of the 
long-lost Ten Tribes. This gentleman also concluded, from 
the information he obtained respecting the Keni-Israel, that 
they existed in great numbers in the countries between 
Cochin and Bombay, the north of Persia^ among the hordes 
of TartarydiViA in Cashmere; the very countries in which, 
according to the paragraph in the German paper, they 
exist in such numbers. So far, then, these accounts confirm 
each other, and there is every probability that the Beni- 
Tsrael, resident on the west of the Indian Peninsula, had 
originally proceeded from Bucharia. It will, therefore, be 
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interesting to know something of their moral and religious 
character. The following particulars are collected from 
Mr. Sargon's accounts. — 1 . In dress and manners they re- 
senihle the natives, so as not to be distinguished from them 
except by attentive observation and inquiry. 2. They 
have Hebrew names of the same kind, and with the same 
local terminations, as the Sepoys in the ninth regiment 
Bombay Native Infantry. 3. Some of them read Hebrew, 
and they have a faint tradition of the cause of their original 
Exodus from Egypt. 4. Their common language is the 
Hindoo. 5. They keep idols and worship them, and use 
idolatrous ceremonies intermixed with Hebrew. 6. They 
circumcise their own children. 7. They observe the 
Kippoor, or great expiation-day of the Hebrews, but not 
the Sabbath, or any feast or fast days. 8. They call them- 
■selves Gorah Jehvdi, or Wliite Jews ; and they term the 
Black Jews Collak Jehudi. 9. They speak of the Arabian 
Jews as their brethren, but do not acknowledge tlic Eu- 
ropean Jews as such, because they are of a fairer com- 
plexion than themselves. 10. They use on all occasions, 
and under the most trivial circumstances, the usual Jewish 
Prayer, " Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord." 

11. They have no cohen (priest), levite, or casi among 
them, under those terms; Ijut they have a kasi (reader), 
who performs prayers and conducts their religious ceremo- 
nies ; and they appear to have elders and a chief in each 
community, who determine in their religious concerns. 

12. They expect the Messiah, and that they will one day 
return to Jerusalem. They think that the time of his ap- 
pearance will soon arrive, at which they much rejoice, be- 
lieving that at Jerusalem they will see their God, worrfiip 
him only, and be despised no more. 

This is all the information that can be collected from the 
accounts of Mr. Sargon. • The celebrated Oriental Grei>- 



APPENDIX. 1807 

grapher, Ibn Haukal, however, describes with great minute^ 
ness, tinder the appellation of Mawer-al-nahr, the r^on 
in which these Jews are said to have been discovered. He 
speaks of it generally as one of the most flourishing and 
productive provinces within the dominions of Islam, and 
describes the people as distinguished for probity and virtue^ 
as averse from evil, and fond of peace. ** Such is their 
liberality," says he, ** that no one turns aside from the 
rites of hospitality ; so that a person contemplating them 
in the night, would imagine that all the families in the land 
were but one house. When a traveller arrives there, every 
person endeavours to attract him to himself, that he may 
have opportunities of performing kind offices for the 
stranger ; and the best proof of their hospitable and gener- 
ous disposition is, that every peasant, though posses^ng 
but a bare sufficiency, aUows a portion of his cottage for 
the reception of his guest. Thus, in acts of hospitality 
they expend their incomes. Never have I heitiuxl of such 
things in any other country. The rich and great lords of 
most other places expend their treasures on particular 
favourites, in die indulgence of gross appetites, and saisual 
gratifications. The people of Mawer-al-nahr employ 
themselves in a useful and rational manner ; they lay out 
their money in erecting caravanseries, or inns, &c.— You 
cannot see any town or stage, or even desert, without a con^ 
Yenient inn or stagefaouse, for the accommodation of tra- 
vellers, with every thing neoessaty. I have heard that 
there are above two thousand nebats or inns, where, aK 
many persons as may arrive, shall find sufficient forage 
for their beasts, and meat for themselves.^ 

These particulars, we should presume, cacn scarcely fail 
to prove interesting both in a moral and a religious, as well 
as in a geographical point of view. The number of the 
scattered members of the tribe oS Judah and the half-tribe 
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of Benjamin, rather exceed than fall short of five millions. 
Now, if to this number be added the many other millions 
to be found in the different countries of the East, what en 
immense power would be brought into action were the 
spirit of the nationality once roused, or any extraordinary 
event to occur, which sdiould induce them to unite in claim- 
ing possession of that land which was given to them for an 
" heritage for ever,'' and to which, in every other clime of 
the earth, their fondest hopes and their dearest aspirations 
never cease to turn i — Caledonian Mer. 



In further elucidation of this subject, and to express 
strenuous disapprobation of what has been lately much 
spoken of — namely, the formation of a Hebrew church, I 
gladly avail myself of a. valuable paper supplied by a 
friend, who has kindly consented to my makmg this use 
of the following extracts : — 

^^ In the Epistle to the Romans, the apostle Paul makes 
known the Lord's will respecting the future state of the 
church. In the ninth chapter he declares, that the Jews 
have stumbled at the stumbling stone which is laid in Zion, 
and shall therefore be for a time removed from the favour 
of God, excepting a remnant according the election of 
grace. In the eleventh chapter, the diurch is compared 
to an olive-tree, of which Christ is the life. The Jewish 
nation are represented by some of the branches broken off, 
and the Gentiles as a wild olive-tree, graffed in, and 
abiding in, by faith. This breaking-off is declared to be 
only for a season ; unbelief shall be dispelled by faith, by 
which they shall again be graffed into their own olive-tree. 
As therefore there never has been but one church existing 
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in the worlds divided into various local churches for the 
convenience of discipline, it would appear, that should any 
of the children of Isaac receive of the Lord faith, and th^i 
refuse to join the church from which they were broken o£P, 
they set themselves in array against the Lord's revealed 
purpose, rend the body of Christ, and are guilty of schism. 
Two churches can never exist, seeing the Lard's body is 
but one, as St. ' Paul declares to the Ephesians : ^^ Christ 
having made both one, and broken down the middle wall^ 
of partition which was between the two, and reconciled 
both unto God, in one body, on the cross, and given access 
to both, by one Spirit unto the Father/^ (Eph. ii. 14, 16, 
18.) The same truth is clearly revealed in 1 Cor. xii. 
where all the members of one body, being aae body, is used 
as a figure to represent the oneness of the church, which, 
with its head, is called ^^ Christ.^ So also is Christ. For 
by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we 
be Jews or Grentiles, whether bond or free, and have 
been made to drink into one Spirit. And then, returning 
to his illustration, he sets forth the oneness of the body, by 
the various <^bw of the members, which are so ordered, 
that there shall be no schism in the body ; which would be 
the case, if any member set itself apart from the rest 
Then, having declared the church generally to be the body 
of Christ, and individual believers to be the members in 
particular, he enters into a recapitulation of the diversity of 
gifts bestowed on the church, which recapitulation shows 
the chiu*ch |o be composed of Jews and Grentiles, the fiist 
named apostles, having been all Jews, and the gifts after- 
wards enumerated, having been bestowed on Gentiles alsa 
That this was a truth, which the Jews found it difficult 
to receive ori the first entrance of Gentiles into the church, 
St. Paul accounts for, by declaring it to be a mystery not 
xn^de knpwn unto the sons of men, in other ages ; as it is 
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DOW rerealed by the baij apostles aod prophets, that the 
Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the same body. 
But after any of the Lord's purposes have been clearly re- 
vealed, no plans of expediencv, do hopes of usefulness, no 
designa of promoting the Lord''s glory, however specious 
or well intended, can in any manner, or in any degree, jus- 
tify opposition to those purposes, by substituting our own 
devices. In the Jewish church, every disregard to the 
Lord's appointment, and disrepect to his ordinances, 
was visited by signal judgment, as we see in the case of 
Miriam ; of Kurah, Dathan, and Abiram ; and of Uzzah. 
And surely, the sin cannot be less in the Christian church, 
although the Lord''s displeasure is not in this dispensation 
shown in the same vimble manner. Rather is the respon- 
sibility increased manifold, since the coming of Christ, and 
his assumption of his projihetical and priestly otBces. For 
now, the ordained ministers of his church are his repre- 
sentatives ; and, deriving their authority immediately from 
him, are so to be considered. " He that heareth i/ou, 
heareth me ; and he that desjnseth you, deapiaeth me.'" To 
refuse to receive baptism from them, and tor mibstitute what 
seems to human reason to do as well, is to imitate the un- 
belief of Naaman, rather than the faith of the eunuch \ and 
to lead into sin those who (tempted by an apparent ur- 
gency of case) rush uncalled into holy offices, and touch 
the ark with unhallowed hands. 

Much confusion may arise, from not clearly seeing the 
difference between national distinction and peculiarity, and 
the nature of spiritual privileges. The Lord has promised, 
that Israel shall never cease from being a nation before 
him for ever. They were distinct, when the Lord God 
dwelt among them — they are so, in their present dispersed 
and outcast state — and they shall still be so, when, gathered 
from all countries, they shall be restored to the land given 
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to their fathers; and the Lord shall be their God, and 
they his people. But the church of Chrtst shall, by his 
own blood, be redeemed to God, out of every kindred^ 
and tongue^ and people^ and nation; and believing Is- 
raelites should feel it a privilege to join that form of it, 
which may be established in the country where, during 
their dispersion, they may happen to dwell. To neglect 
present duties, or to despise present privileges, in conse- 
quence of looking forward to some that are future, and 
which the present generation may not live to enjoy, is to 
run before the Providence of God, and prescribe to Him, 
who is infinite in wisdom, and who will perform all his 
pleasure, not urged by man's impetuosity — ^not impeded 
by matfs unbelief. 

The Christian church having been first established at 
Jerusalem, that was considered as the mother church, and 
appeal was made to it when necessary ; but after the church 
was driven from Jerusalem by the destruction of the city, 
no church which existed had any supremacy over the rest. 
Each church, (that is, the church in each place where it 
was set up,) h^ng been founded either by the apostles, or 
on apostolical authority, had its government within itself; 
and where the ruling powers believed in Christ, the Chris- 
tian religion became the established religion of the country. 

To deny that the holy Catholic church exists, wherevor 
there are apostolic churches founded, is to fall into the 
error of the Romanists, who claim a supremacy for their 
church ; which claim of supremacy, among other evidences, 
proves it to be an apostasy. 

To set up a Hebrew church, with self-constituted, or 
lay-constituted ministers, is the schism most of all to be 
deplored. Every professed believer, who separates from 
the church of apostolic descent, established in his own 
land, refuses to keep " the unity of the Spirit, in the bond 
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of peace i" but any ofijliie Hebrew nation wTio believe, and 
who will not cobie into the church, oot only do this, but in 
effect they say, "We will not be graffed in again ; we have 
been broken off, and we will see if it be not possible to 
• strike fresh root, and thrive alone." Christ established the 
Christian church in his own person, breaking down the na- 
tional barrier which existed . and until He appears the se- 
cond time, himself to reconstitute his church, disobedience 
to its laws, as now existing, and disregard of its ministers 
and ordinances, as now appointed, even in the slightest de- 
gree,' is disobedience to Him, and disre^;Brd of Him, ita 
onlv HEAD. 
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